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BZAS TBI&— Tho foJIowingiJi a lle( dCIIio prinoiiui 
' -f iJihK George snil the AiHroociiu;k», ioflliulliw 



wo, ill lilwk flL-urfs; 16| iTi™ .>r B-wnT 
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corrc^nonilltitc page in "TnF. AdibosI'ACKS IixubhiatKii ;" iiiuhMiaM 
!ii)(or'*io*BO«Dr(7*" lbpaea»in "LakbUeobuk lu-VS ' 

AI>mONDAOK RESORTS. 

AOIHOKDAOK-Clali Hod», Ujtoo BuRlea, Tflhawua, 

AiraABi^OHASM— IdkB TIbwHobh, J. a. Burilualt. An 
tl^lB >T„ Bil d., Eg m., p. 30. 
HaiAmS'*, E. K. UAcbtftlT, Kecsevllle, M w., p. 4ff. 
Oln** any moor Clark, Peru, Clinton Co., SO, fe iv. , tUI, , n, 49. 
BEAVBR LAKB-rentsn Rinue, Chiu'les Feutuu. Wnlsou. ^0, 87-19 t 

m d., Mnl., p. Sits. 
BLI7B HOCTNTAtN LAKE— Honis, John Holland. Blaa Moi 
300, mo-It IV.. S2.(wd., Slim.. i>. 20O. 
Bias Monnnln Houh, Tylor M. Mcrwin, Blaa Mt. Lake, 6 

«<i.M)m , II, son. 

Fimpsoi HoDH, U, \f . Tunniullir, Blue Mt. Lake, SOO. 93* 

OarirlDn, Frcil. BdHictt, Blue Mt. Ijike, 10, »S w.. 91.Snd.,S0>n , ti. tU 
0£DAB HITEH— AraUo Bolsl, K. B, Jaukeoa, Indian Lake, 60, IT-III if 

»3<l.,Mill,M>. ItW. 
OHATBADQAr LAEE—HooH, Lonls Bellows, ChaManear I.ake, I 
WOw.,«l'l,.Win .n.asz. 
HalBh't M. 11. Kiilr'l'.K''fr"tBllelrt,90,«T-14w 
OHAZT LAKE— P""" " " " ■■•• — ■ — 



CHESTEfiTOWN— HolQl, M. H. Downs, 
S1.60--J d., .10 ui., p. IBS. 
Bonnpldn. liilpar fieiillpy, ChftBlertowD, ;», v>u n., «• u,, .m m. 
ORAITBBRSS LAKE— Honw, iaild A Hsaly, Clarksboro, SO, 87 w.. « 

DUAME-Duano' Haue, IVm. J, Ayera. DaanB. 40, tT-10 w., 81-2 d.. I 



Choetvrtawn, ISO, t8-U If.] 
I, 810 IT 



NicanoT Mlllw> Cnmadevllle, 00, 
l»6. 



ELIZABETHTOWN— ^ian■ioo" Hoow, Wm. Simonds, EUiaLi 

TaUCTHouie, il. H. Sherlium.Blliabolhtown, 100, «3d.. 
TliB wlad»or, Orlando Kelloirg, Ellialie"' " — 
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X Hotels. 

FORKED LAKE— House^ Myron Fletcher, Blue Mountain Lake, 100» 

$10-15 w., 92 d., 75 m., p. 12U 
FEENOH'S, B. L. French, Franklin Falls, 20, 98-12 w., 81.50 d., 60 m., 

p. ea. 

FULTON OHAIN LAKES— Forge Hoom, Jas. W. Barrett, Boonville, 50, 
88-10 w., 82 d., 50 m., p. «25. 
Sheppard Hoose, £. N. Arnold. Boonville, 20, 87 w., 81-60 d., p. 825» 
Dnnakin's, S. Danakin, Boonville, 87-9 w., 81.50 d., p. 2%6» 
Ferrie's, Robert Perrie, Boonville, p. 225. 
INDIAN LAKE— Hot^ Geo. Griflin, Indian Lake, 25, 87 w., 81.50 d., 60 m., 
p. 198. 
Indian River Hotel, John Sanlt, Indian Lake, 40, 87-10 w., 82 d., p. 108. 
Chain Lakes Honse, H. Bonney, Indian Lake, p. 108« 
KEESEVILLE— Adirondack Hoose, M. A. Nichols, Keeseville, 50, 89-14 w., 
82 d., p. 48. 
Interlaken Honte, John S. Wills, KeeseTllle, 20, 86-8 w., p. 40. 
Locnst HalL Jolin F. Hatch. Keeseville, 40, 86 w., 81 d.,jp. 40. 
KEENE VALLEY— Estes Honse, J. H. £stes, Keene Valley, 35, 87-6 w., 
$1.50 d., 50 m., p. 157. 
Crawford's, E. M. Crawford, Keene Valley, 25, 87 w., p. 157. 
Spread Eagle Cottage, Monroe Holt, Keene Valley, 16, 87 w., 81 d.. p. 157« 
Tahawus House, N. M. Dibble, Keene Valley, 85, 87-10 w., 82 d., 50 m., 

p. 156. 
Maple Grove Mountain Hotise, Henry Washbond, Keene Valley, 30, 88 w., 

81.50 d., p. 167. 
Hull's, Otis H. Hull, Keene Valley, 25, 87-8 w., 81.50 d., p. 158. 
Widow Beede's, B. B. Stetson, Keene Valley, 35, 86-8 w., 81.50 d., 50 m., 

p. 169. 
Beede House, S. & O. Beede, Keene Valley, 180, 810-12 w., 82.50 d., p. 159. 
LAKE PLACID— Allen- House, Henry Allen, North Elba, 100, S8-10 w., 
82 d., 50 m.. J). 86. 
Grand View House, Daniels & Lyon, Korth Elba, 50, 88-12 w., 82 d., 

50-75m., p. 88. 
Nash's, J. V. Kush, North Elba, 20, 87-10 w. 

Stevens House, John A. Stevens, North Elba, 80, 82.50 d., 75 m., p. 87. 
Lake Placid House, B. F. Brewster, North Elba, 60, p. 89. 
Castle Rustioo, W. F. Leggett, North Elba, p. 89. 
LAKE PLEASANT— House, S. D. Andrews, Sageville, 30, 87-10 w., 81.50 d., 
50 m., p. 123. 
Sturges aouse, David Sturges, Newton's Comers, 75, 88 w., 81.50 d., 50 m., 
p. 123. 
LEwEY LAKE— House, Wm. Ferguson, Indian Lake, 30, 86 w., 81 d., 

35 m., p. 199. 
LONG LAKE— Hotel, Long Lake, 50, p. 114. 
Lake House, Mrs. C. H. Kelogg, Long Lake, 50, 810 w., 81.50 d., 50 m., 
p. 114. 
LOON LAKE— House, Ferd. W. Chase, Merrillsville, 125, 810.50-14 w., 

82.50 d., 75 m., p. 93. 
LUZERNE— Cascade House, Luzerne, 50, p. 179. 
Rockwell's Hotel, Geo. T. Rockwell & Son, Luzerne, 160, 810.50-14 w., 

82.50 d., 75 m., p. 178. 
Wayside, B. C. Butler, Lnzerne, p. 178. 
Wilcox House, Luzerne, 100, p. 178. 
MALONE— Ferguson House, A. R. Flanagan, Malone, 82 d., p. 231. 

State Dam House, Leslie Low, Malone, 25, 87 w., 81.50 d., 60 m., p. 231. 
MEACHAM LAKE— House, A. R. Fuller, Duane, 25, 810 w., 82 d., 75 m., 
V 232. 
McCollum's, Duane, p. 232. 
N£ WCOMB— Central House, Jas. O. Braley, Newcomb, 20, 85-7 w., 81 d., 
40 m., p. 130. 
Half Way Honse, Jas. A. Hall, Newcomb, 15, 87 w., 81 d., 50 m., p. 130. 
Newcomb House, Frank H. Pettee, Newcomb, 15, 87 w., 81 d., 50 m., 

p. 130. 
Hunter's, David Hunter, Tahawus, 12, 81.60 d. 
NORTH CREEK- American Hotel, John Mclnemy, North Creek, 86-10 w., 
^^rf., SOm., p. 197. 
JVOSTM BIsBA—Motmtaaik View House, M. 8. Ames, North Elba, 35, .fS w., 

^m'^^^^^^^^ Van Hovenburgli, NortYiEft>a,15,^\^\Vv?.,%*i.^ 



riilg<i,l«orU]B)ver,4l(,f8w..ll.aOfl 



'. IDS. 






1, Morll 



r. SO, S7 v.. aLSO S 



rAHAPOx'llAXiS— ^(Rua, Jiiliu Muuru, Subroni 

BM-tii'HDMH, ijrvu llacriD, lUluiniNiilivlUii, tOi BI-U w., tS d., i 

fyivnid L<iko SDDia, urrD Unrrla. iUtnnionilnTlllB, 40. Vl-19 w., 

FLATTS^OaaB - Fouqast Homt, U. UoBrlilH, VUlUbursb. 100, 

RAOGED'LAiiS-Holl»^''J■iv, I'onU, UftlDno. M, tT w.. SI.IIO d., I 
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BA0X3ETTE iIaXE— ansH, luau KeuwIlJ. Blue MoanljUa iJiko, < 
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Wlndior Honie, UGKeDEte Brothers. Sulinxin Lnkr, 100. 
Willi Haii«T. tW>. WellB. Adiri'nitnck. 100, |> 181. 
TaflorHoQw,C. F. Tavlur, Boutli Sclii-ooii, JO0,S!f-W \v., Md,, p, I 
pottenvitle HoIaL K.. L. lAtcke & Sou, f utUiriiTille, 4a,Ma-itv..i 
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xii Hotels. 

IiAKB GSORGI! HOnSI]& 

[Papre referenoe under thiB heading refers to corresponding page in 
" Lake George Illustrated."] 

STAGES connect with all trains at Glens Falls. There are two lines, the 
Banimer stage to LaJce George, fare 81.26, and the regular mail stage, 
fare 50 cents. From Glens Falls all rail to Xew York, $4.95 ; to Boston, 
$6.75 ; to Montreal, $7.50. There are two steamers on Lake George, 
doubling the lake daily ft*om the north and south ends (fare 92); an excur- 
sion boat running to the narrows, and several smaller ones subject to 
charter, for whicn see ** Steamboats." The hotels are given in order as 
reacltca from the south. 

HALF-WAY House (Four miles south of Caldwell.), George Brown (French 
Mountain P. O.), 60, »7-10 w. ; S2 d.; _p. »5. 

FOBT WILLIAM HENBY Hotel, T. Boessle & Son, Lake George, 600, 
$15, $17.50 and $21 w.; $3 d.; p. 34. 

LAEIE GEORGE— Carpenter's HoteL J. H. Carpenter, 50, $6-10 w.; $2d.; 
50 c. m. ; p . 37. Lake House, F. G. Tucker, «00, $12-21 w. ; $2.50 d. ; p. 36. 
Central House, Clark J. Brown, 100, $7-10 w.: $2 d. : p. 36. Fort George 
Hotel, E. L. Seelye, 125, $10-17.50 w. ; p. 38. Orosbfside House, F. G. Croa- 
bv, 200, $12.50-25 w.; $3 d.; 75 c. and $1 m.; p. 40. 

HILL VIEW— Coolidge House, John Coolidge, 50, $8-10 w. ; $2 d.; 50 c. m. ; 
p. 71. Burton House, A. W. Burton, 45, $6-12 w.; $2 d.; 50 c. m.; p. 75. 

KATSKILL BAY— Sheldon House, Garrison Sheldon, lOO, $8-10 w.; $1.50 d.; 
50 c. m.; p. 73« East Lake George House, John Griffin, 40, $7-10 w.; 
$1.50 d. ; 50 c. m. ; p. 73. Grove Hotel, E. Wetmore, 50, $7 w. ; $1.50 d. ; 
50 c. m.; p. 73. Trout PaviUon, J. M. Cronkhite, 80, $8-12w. ; $2d.; p. 73. 
Eattskill Honse^ C. H. Green, lOO, July, $8-10 w.; August, $12-U w.;p. 73. 

BOLTON— Lake View House, B. J. Brown, 90, $9-12 w.; $2d.; p. 86. 
Locust Grove Cottage, B C. Harvey, 30 Mohican House, M. O. Itrown, 
80, $10-15 w.; $3 d-; p. 82. Bolton House, Barton & Phelps, 100, $10- 
15 w. ; $2.50 d.; 75 c. m.; p. 84. Wells House, H. A. Dearstyne, 30, $7- 
10 w.; p. 86. 

NARROWS (P. O. Shelving Rock), Fourteen Mile Island House, G. R. Fish, 
80, $9- 12 w. ; $2 d. ; 76 c. m. ; p. 88. Hundred Island House, R. G . Bradley 
& Co., 80, $10-12 w.; $2 d.; p. 93. Pearl Point House, D. W. Sherman, 
150, $8-12 w.; $2d.; p. 95. Sherman House^ Leaveus & Cheney, 100, 
^10—14 w * $2 (i * n 96 

HULETT'S LANblNG-l-Hotel, C. W. Wentz, 50, $10-14 w.; $2 d.; p 109. 

SABBATH DAY POINT— House, S. Westurn, 84, $7-10 w. ; $1.^0 d. ; 50 c. m. ; 
p. 114. 

HAGUE— Phoenix Hotel, Joel Rising, 60, p. 116. Bay View House, L. Bruce, 
20, $6-7 w.; $ld.; 50 c. m.; p. 116 Trout House, John Wheeler, 35, 
$7 w.; $1 d.; 50 c. m.; p. 117. Hillside House^ John McClanathan, 40, 
$7-10 w.; SL-TOd.; 50 c. m.; p. 116. 

ROGERS' ROOK— Hotel, T. J. Treadway, 126, $14-21 w.; $3d.; p. 120. 

TIOONDEROGA (village), Bailey House, T. Bailey, 60, $8-10 w.; $2d.; 
50 c. m.; p. 125. Fort Ticonderoga Hotel (at ruins), James McCabe, 50, 
$10-14 w.; $2 d.; p. 127 ••L. G.," and 19 "Adirondacks." 

MISCEIiIiANEOn& 

ALBANY, Kenmore— Adam Blake. First class in every particular. 

BOSTON, American House— Prices reduced to $3 and $3.50 d. *• One of the 
most attractive and best managed of New England hotels.'*— JVleu; York 
Evening Mail. 

BURLINGTON, VT., American Hotel, L. S. Drew, »00, $8-15w.; p. 26 
Adirondanks. 

GLENS FALLS, Rockwell House, C. L. Rockwell, lOO, $3 d.; special for 
week or soason; p. 6, Lnke Goorge 

ST. ALBANS, VT., Welden House, Thos. Lavender, 200, $3 d.; special 
terras by week or season, p. 58, Adirondacks. 

TROY, American House (corner of Third and Fulton streets, one block to 
the left of steamboat landing)— $2 and $2.50 d., according to rooms. II J. 
Rockwell, formerly of Rockwell's Hotel, Luzerne ; Rockwell House, 
Glens Fails; Lake House, Lake George; and summer of 78, Fort Wil- 
liam Henry Hotel, lAke George. Geoige A. Ross, Charles R. Kelly, 
Clerks. 



THINKS. 



IV) the penllt*men who eo willingly rpsjwndoil lo my call < 
ttBsistttiiuu m the wiiatniflion of tbH iiuw mail i who giivt' timi* n 
, riihinible niibterinl, from the rough skeli-h from memory of wild a 
tione to the elaborate ditiwiiiff from thi» cnrcful survey, be thr si- 
mora or losa, tbnntca arc iluu and gi-atefliUy giva ; aw' •-" 
fuul thHt 1 fun iiKtit honored b^ claiming them »a tuv-oviuii 
HutUorily foi', the work, I ileNre to lii'i-u ftcknowttnl^^ my idiliga 
tion for their kindly help, and lieg that they will iwcniit thn* 
mrngi'u woi'ds se a. Sight exjMVsaiuii uf tbi: fe«liiiga which piiwui 
theiii. '' 

I would afknowl«(l|re my ol>ligatiOTi to jiubliEihi-re of st&nilu 
woi'lui eBi*piiilly to Messra. Aelier Jta Atlams. G, W. & C. B. Colta. 
b Co., Bid J. W. Beere & Co.. of Mow York, nnd O. W. Oi-ny | 
Son, of PhiUdelphiii, us authm^ly for town and county hounduitr 
ofid geueral outlines of border I'e^otis of the Wildenie«a. Tbmai' 
Hon. Oitmi^e Ferriss lo Iho Utifttil States Const Hurvey for U_ 
filnhoratt! mn|> of Lake Chnmiilain, iHHUud by- that depoi-tnient 
anil, for inii'tianM of tha Lower &uraniu! Lake, the Mud Pond regioi^ 
Beaver Li^ko and a eectinn of Bnavpr River Auil for VAlitab^ 
ttihle of ultitniled, rreilit its due lo the report of the AdirondiM 
Bui-vry hy ita uiilu Bui«rinlendent, Vurpltmck Cnlviii. 

To IIoi). Smith M. Weed I um indebted fbr map of Cbuty a 
Chiiteuugny Lidce re^rion, with the Chateangay railroad nnn it 
mitios, tiiiil the confuted ww!t bouudary of CUnfoii uouiity; 
H. K. Aveiill, C. E., for important BertiotiB of Clinton uid Fmnk^ 
coantiee, and to Dr. G, F. Bixby for drawings of the v 
uudilk brancheB of the Bt. Regis River. 

For the various sectianB isompriaed in Praiikliii county I a_ 
indoWttl to A. B. ParraeJee & Son, A. R. Fuller, C. A. Merrill. J 
M. ■Warrtner. C. E. Mai-tin, George Mni-fin. C. O. Dwight, H. r 
Van Aran*m, E, R. Derbey, Eil. Otis. J. W. Wood, Jeaae Core, 
Uo«e« 8t. Germaiu and John A. Strong. To the I'etentive memur 
and mnelerly conception of foi-m and order posBeaeed by the 1m 
named— ft prominent guide of Saranai: Lake — together with i 
thoi-ou^h knowleilife of the region and a rare ability in putting oi 
paper for others what he himeelf knows, I am indebted fw a 1( ~ 
portion of southern Franklin and northern Hamilton counties. 

For the Roquette River in St. Lawi-encc couaty thanks are dnl 
Geo. B. Swan, of Polwlam, Addison Child, of Childwold, na 
Me«-i!'. A. I[ Miiri^vi. ,1. FeiTy, J. J. Sevey and E. P. Gale, < 
diftVnr,! ,. .!-<'iiiiree. TheRaquette River in FrankI' 

I I'lTjilsaion, from the original map of t 
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tlonsl. in mamnn^ the Biint^nniiin^ coontTy* bv Maiiin Moody, of 
y^ '^^Un^'r Lake Hv^ufie. The map of Cnnherrv Lake, Which 
ilitrors vory luatoriallv fwm thc«e heretofore pabliahed, is from 
m-tunl Hurvt^v miule fcy T. B. Tate, C. K., of Ogdenaburg-h, and 
FhiiwH K^th the old and present boundaries. Importaat additions 
n«*l *MrixviuMw to existing maiie of the Bommndinif country were 
nmao l»v i\Hpt, iwv. Parker, of Gvmvemeur, and Richard Thomas, 
of i ruuUM-ry l^nko. ^Hnriion niai« of the region south and west 
wow mMit to John Wan I. John Muir and Wm. Scott for corrections, 
l^or the HtHl llorpo Chain I am indebted to O. J. Victor of New 
York. l>r. A. Orahain Reinl of Philadelphia, and to H. H. Covey, 
• • Chaun- 

for the 

branches 

of Moost^ River, to Jaa, W, l^iirrett of the Forge House, and to 
Jiu*k t^hopiuuxl auil Saui. Dunakin, noted guides of that region. 

Ill the Liike Ploa^aut rountry help was rendered by S. D. 
Andivws, of 8af^>viUe. VTm, Fei-gusim supplies a much-needed 
Tiian of Collar, ^Ye8t Cauaila aiul Lowey Lakes, and John Sault 
anil Oei>, (iritHn funiiah data coni-enung their immediate neighbor- 
hiHxl. John McGinn is entitled to gi-eat creilit for a very complete 
mid c(^ni]nvhouHivo map of Indian Liike and surrounding country, 
f .on^r. Voi'ktnl, Hiuiuotte, Utowana, Eaple and Blue Mountain Lakes 
lire fivni Prof. ]k>neiUot'a very connect maps, accompanying his 
3H>IK)H. of 187 , For unpublished ma^^s of the surrounding region 
and of lanils aloup the line of the Adiwniiack Railroad, as sur\'eyed 
thn>uji^h the AVildemess, \^"ith imi>ortant sections of Essex, Fi-ank- 
lin and St. Lawrence counties, I am indebted to YT. W. Durant, and 
for valuable details of trail and stream to Messrs. Tyler M. Merwin, 
l.^'i'ed. Basrtett, Chauncey Hathom and Isaac Kenwill, of Blue Moun- 
laiu and Raciuette waters, and Mitchel Sabattis and John E. Plum- 
loy, noted guides of Long Lake. 

Essex county, with its confusing mountain clusters, was reduced 
to order by triangulation, which acciu'ately determined the relative 
iwsitions of princiiml peaks, leaving details to be filled in l>y com- 
]>ettmt authonties. In this work spedal credit is due O. S. Phelps, 
who p'eets the mountains as familiar friends, and loves them as the 
trusteil companions of a long and toilsome journey. His ori^nal 
ma^) of the mountain region, drawn from the storehouse of his busy 
brain, is ^ed with detail of stream and i)ond, of flume and water- 
fall, gorge and mountain slide, and is well worth a visit to his 
modest home in Keene Valley. For the mountain re^ons of North 
Elba Wm. B. Nye has thanks. For Lake Placid help came from 
C^apt. Theodore white and Henry Allen. South of the great peaks 
efficient aid was rendered by Myron Buttles, Washington Chase, 
Powel Smith, M. Bruce, John Moore, Wm. G. Leland, S. San(lei*s 
and B. T. Wells. And finally, to the friends in Warren county, 
especially to A. H. Fennell, Heniy Gayger, H. H. Wilson and A. N. 
Cheney, for valued topographical and other assistance, and to the 
many whose names shall recur too late for notice, to one and all 
hearty and Bincere thanks are given. 
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CHAPTER I. 

In General. 

I wings of thought swifter than the 1)^ 
ning's B.ish we sweep away across the d 
earth, over smoke -polluted c 
scorched meadows, burning plain and hij^ 
ways with their flaunting slcirts of Rand, 1) 
rest until the fragrant odor of wild floWi 
and the dewy breath of forest trvc.i i 
like incense wafted to US from bciow. 
^^^^^ c) ^r Cunie with nie up into a high moui 

^^^^K I I cannot show you " all the kingdoms 'i 

^^^^^ft vorld," — but "the gl^ry of them." Over a lipiilitt 
^^^^^BED of forests first, in long, swelling waves now ri«Tq 
^^^Bpv sinking down into deep hollows ; here in grand mot 
^^^B^ns, crested as with cnps of foam, there tormented 1 
^^^Buninier currents into wildly dashing shapes, like oceao B 
' lows frozen by Uivine command, their summit-g 

granite, their deep green troughs, gleaming with thteadaa 
silver and bits of fallen sky. 

Now the trees of the valley glide away behind us, then 
come dark spruce and pine and the sturdy balsam climbing 
the mountain -side — tall and graceful at first, but growing 
smaller as they rise, gnarled and twisted, and scarce above 
the surface, sending their branches out dose along the 
ground, their white fops bleached and ghastly, like dead 
its of upturned trees, the hardy lichens still higher; then 
les naked rock, and we stand on the wind-swept summit 
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of the monarch of the Adirondacks — "Tahawus," th 
cloud-splitter of the Indian. 

Around their chief, cluster the other great peaks — easi 
west, north, south, Umitless, numberless, a confused mass o 
peaks and ridges, crowding close up to the base of the on 
on which we stand, and receding in waves of green all dowi 
through the scale of color to its blue and purple edge. Pe: 
cannot convey an idea of its sublimity ; the pencil* fails t 
even suggest the blended strength and delicacy of the scene 
The rude laugh is hushed, the boisterous shout dies out O] 
reverential lips, the body shrinks down, feeling its own little 
ness, while the soul expands, and, rising above the earth 
claims kinship with its Creator, questioning not Hi 
existence. 

Standing on this, the highest point in the State of Nei 
York, 5,344 feet above tide, we will glance at the countr 
around. The term, at first applied to this cluster of moun 
tains, which occupy less than one-quarter of the region, ha 
come by usage to mean the entire wilderness, an area o; 
over 8,000 square miles of almost unbroken forest, Th 
grand mountain region is in the center on the east, droppin: 
of! suddenly into Lake Champlain ; around it, and sweepin: 
away to the west, is a vast, comparatively level plateai] 
nearly 2,000 feet above tide, with here and there a moun 
tain peak overlooking the plain, the two regions differing ii 
every respect, save in the dense forests that cover both. I 
you are given to muscular exercise, climbing and viewin 
nature from high places, choose the eastern portion. If con 
stitutionally tired, or inclined to dream away the quiet hours 
then go to the magnificent west, where lakes and stream 
are so closely connected that almost every mile of that vas 
tract may be traversed by boat, save short carries from on 
water system into another, or around some fall. Campin 
even is not necessary if you prefer hotel life, for there ar 
but few wilderness routes that do not have halting place 
less than a day's journey apart. 



^^^fte Adirondack wilderness, as known to ihe pulilic gm 
^HBf, may be divided into three gciierul divisions or n 
ferns, whicli collectively entertain the gieat bulk of visitM 
and are re|>rc»i;[italivud of the whole, nacndy, ihe Sand 
and St, Regis waters of Franklin county, whose Dailinl gd 
way is Plattsburgh and I'ort Kent; tlic mouniaia region,! 
Kecue, North HAhs. and Lake i'lncid, in Esses county, wfl 
entrance at Westport ; and tlie lilue Moumaiaand Rat|u« 
waters, in Hamilton county, reached by way of the Adirl 
dack railroad fiom Saratoga. I 

Of these sections the first-mentioned has become ■ 
more widdy celebrated as a rct^ion where faiihion and M 
ing is admirably blended, and has its patrons who ■ 
looked for as regularly as the se;isons. The second is ■ 
known in fact, but its grand mountains and lovely vallfl 
have become fjmiliaron the canvas of great ijaiiitcrsj wd 
the Raiiueiie region has an air of newness and mnmn 
iieshness, as if just awakened from a long and refceshfl 
steep, and is making rajiid strides in popular favnr. K« 
section, w^ile possessing something of the chaiac!eristicw 
the others, has its own individual attractions; and wM 
cx>nnected by natural highways, over which the nomad on 
goes, they still to a considerable extent preserve thdr itn 
viduality, and each is complete and sufficient unto iwclC I 
Among the less noted divisions are the Grass and <-JsJ 
galchie region, in St. Lawrence county, which ijrobafl 
contains the most game, because less visited; the Beaa 
and Moose river region, in Herkimer, somewhat tame, 9 
affording excellent hunting and fishing; and the I^ 
Pleasant region in southern Hamilton county, all of th9 
with more or kss lofal mierest and a patronage derived pn 
cipally from the cities of ( entral and Western New Yt« 
Among hotels Paul smith b is the largest and most fashiH 
-able ; Keene Vallty Iub the ^realest number of artists; 9 
^Unper Ausable 1 akc is tht- fivtinte camping ground; B 
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Places of entertainment, from the well-appointed hotel on 
the border to the rude log-house and open camp of the 
interior, are found at intervals throughout the entire wilder- 
ness, all waiting with open doors to receive the^stranger, the 
consideration being from $3 per day down to $5 per week ; 
for particulars concerning which see under heading of 
" Hotels," following index. 

A pecuharity of the Adirondack region is its freedom 
from rough or vicious characters. Evil finds nothing con- 
genial in its bright skies and pure, fresh atmosphere. Con- 
ventionalities that obtain at other resorts are not held 
binding here; the fact of actual presence is accepted as 
guaranty of the possession of those mutual sympathies and 
qualifications which here, at least, make the whole world kin, 
and makes it possible for gentlemen to wear blue shirts and 
old hats, and ladies to travel without male escort from one 
end of the wilderness to the other. Indeed, it is no uncom- 
mon thing for parties of ladies to make the tour of the 
woods, accompanied only by the necessary complement of 
guides to furnish motive power, spending day after day in 
their boat, and at night reaching one step farther in the 
extended system of hotels. 

Outfit. — Full dress is seldom seen, even at the most 
fashionable resorts, and is exceeded in absurdity only by the 
conventional stage trapper, who occasionally bursts upon 
the astonished wilderness in fringed buckskin, and is marked 
at once as a " fresh." Your right to enter the best society 
will not be questioned because of dress. Clothing ordi- 
narily worn is sufficient for all occasions, with perhaps the 
addition of a soft felt hat and roomy walking shoes or boots 
for boat or tramp. 

Camp and Sporting Outfit, clothing, supplies, etc., are 
given in a special chapter, with various suggestions ; how. 
ever, a complete list of articles considered necessary or con- 
venient should be made out, in advance of the time for 
departure, by each individual j then, in committee of the 
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whole, decMe on what is really ncce&sary or suitable, (iiVinj 
into comuleralion the n^itiii; of the triji Mid meana d 
icftdiing the appointed camjiSng giuuntl. If it lie not ovq 
difficult of itccess, carry anything which will contribute ■ 
your Tcaiioiiii)tc coniforti in the way of bbnkets, clolhina 
etc. Do not sleep m the clothiog worn during the day, ] 
it can be avoided — it is a positive luxury to be able I 
make an eiiiire change for ni|;;ht use. I 

The t;loriuu>;ly healthful air of the wilderm^ss will untiud 
tionably give you new life and vigor, hut it labors at a td 
rible disadvantage, if nt the beginning your bed of boun 
affortis no rest; where sleep comes only with complq 
exhaaitioD, as is often the case in the first few nights A 
camp life, and where the early morning finds you pitiata 
weakand languid, and readyto move simply because inotia 
is a relief to the poor bruised body and acliing joinfl 
"Roughing it" is grand in theory, and sounds well in aSM 
history, but is bad in practice and often impedes, ir it ilol 
not entirely defeat the object for which it was utKleriakM 
You are presumably out for pleasure, do not, therefoM 
make severe labor of it; have paid help sufficient to d 
camp work, if, at any time, inclinaiion tempt you to watq 
the zenith from some mossy vantage ground, or to drift i<w 
among the still waters, absorbing with newly awakcnq 
instincts the subtle lesions taught by nature. I 

If your party can afford the expense, take your cod 
along. Guides, as a rule, can prepare an acceptable farm 
meal, and some are very skillful in that line, but the veJ 
qualities which contribute to make the successful guide J 
"the mighry hunter" — often renders him indifferent to td 
([ualiiy of his food, and incapable of understanding td 
cravings of a delicate appetite ; at all events, carry a com 
book. Cnnip fare is apt to become monotonous aften 
time, and although familiar with a hundred dishes, whl 
brought face to face widi the appalling necessity nf jirejiJ 
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drop weakly back to the same old stew of yesterday — and 
the day before — and life becomes a burden. 

Expenses cannot be fairly estimated, varying so widely 
with the habits and requirements of different individuals. 
If you travel simply in channels having public conveyance, 
the cost may be accurately determined by referring to fares, 
etc., found under their appropriate heading in this book. 
If you go outside the public lines of travel, or camp, you 
will require the service of a guide, 25 to 30 cents per day 
will supply the table with necessaries, and some luxuries 
even, for each person while in camp. 

Guides, post-office address, etc., with observations, will 
be found on page 215. 

" Hotels," under special heading following index, gives 
in condensed form information concerning cost of board, 
fares to well-known points, etc., with reference to page, 
wbere more extended notice may be found. 

" Gateways " will lead you from circumference to centre 
of the wilderness, with line, distances and fares ; while under 
the heading of " railroads, steamboats and stages," will be 
found approax:hes and general information — for all of which 
see index. 

Trout, their habits and peculiarities, with suggestions as 
to outfit, fishing, etc., is treated at length in chapter XVIII. 
The article is from the pen of A. N. Cheney, of Glens 
Falls, an enthusiastic votary of the gentle art, and authority 
in the matter whereof he speaks, and gives, in readable 
shape more soHd information of use to those who would 
enjoy the same than a dozen of the ordinary fishing 
romances of the day, with their sensations, impi ;ssions> 
tingles, thrills and frills. 

Finally, bear in mind that this volume is designed to give 

its readers, in convenient shape, information of general 

interest to the ninety and nine concerning points and places, 

roads and regions visited by them, with hints and sugges- 

t/ons of the deeper mysteries of cam^ ai^^ V\^^ ^^x ^xv-^i 



serve to pilot the one hundrciJih to points where the iots 
giriit ^aidc becomes an absolute necessity, and bcyoJ 
wl)ich direction iu book fomi would confiisc, rather t 
instruct. For the sake of clearntss, tliereforc, wc ha^ 
t^mitted a. description of \he muhitude of minor lakes, pout 
streams and trails which duplicate each other over tlie entire 
wilderness, and which cannot be found or followed without 
the -lid of an experienced guide, 'to those who would haye^_ 
ft comprehenaive idea of the whole region, it is hoped tl 
map, designed to supplement the information conta 
herein, will be found a welcome companion until it c 
snfely laid aside for the more specific knowledge of tl 
guide, whose office neither book nor map can ever fill. 

As our new map is herewith introduced, it may not I 
entirely uninteresting to explain its manner of buildin 
A large portion of tlie great wilderness has never been s 
Veyed with chain and rod, and probably will not be for y 
lo come. To Ur. W. VV. Ely, as the pioneer in lecording 
these unmapped portions, and making reasonably plain to 
lliose who should follow the devious windings of stream and 
trail, is due the gratitude of thousands who have acknowl 
eiiged the l>enefit derived from his valuable map of " HH 
New York ivilJemess," which, up to the present time, hit 
lieen the only one worthy of name as such. With tal 
thousands we sincerely join ; and in substituting oui own fl 
place of his, which has been published annually in conafte 
tion with this work since its first issue, we do so because lHn 
rapid development of certain portions and the growioj 
importance of the whole as a summer resort seems to tasSt 
a new and more com[ilele work necessary, j 

In the construction of the new maii all available sourCjj 
of information have been brought into requisition. Impoi^ 
ant points outside the wilderness proper have been detQ 
mined in accordance with official surveys, and connecto 
Vith the moimtains of the interior, whose principal peak 
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for this work. Access has also been had to important sur- 
veys made under State patronage and by private parties, 
which are now, for the first time, given to the public in map 
form. la addition to this absolutely reliable material, draw- 
ings of small sections on an extended scale, covering in the 
aggregate the entire region, were sent in duplicate to men 
familiar with the various localities for correction, and were 
made as full and complete as possible — careful attention be- 
ing given to proportion and distance — with wild trails, car- 
ries, ponds and streams, many of which are now for the first 
time laid down on any map. Reduced to an uniform scale 
by photography, the result, it is believed, approaches per- 
fection as nearly as can be, short of actual trigonometrical 
survey. It gives altitudes, as determined by late measure- 
ment ; the location of all hotels and principal camps, with 
roads leading thereto ; shows distance in figures on roads, 
trails and streams, and indicates also the nature of the latter 
in important instances. All roads within its limits are care- 
fully laid down, the leading ones distinguished from thos(» 
less important by being in solid black line, and altogether 
showing, by their number or entire absence in places, the 
cultivated or wilderness nature of that particular region. 

To the gatheiing, compilation and reduction of the mass 
of material made use of, and its final redrawing for the 
engraver, the entire autumn and winter has been given; 
and now, with a feeling of tenderness which can be appre- 
ciated only by those who, in a labor of love, have seen its 
object growing under their hand from day to day, is our 
work sent forth for such welcome as it may find. 

Glens Falls, June^ 1880. 



CHAPTER n. 



I ING up the curtain to low. sweet t; 

lusiccifa September night, the blending o3 

lyriad voices of the swamp into one It 

r tone, that seems to make you, wherever^ 

• stand and listen, its center. The scene is a dark 

waste of water, up out of which grow reeds 

id coarse grasses, that sway back and forth 

itii the suTi^ing waves ; over at the west is a 

iw range of bluffs; on the east are mountains j 

e:ir bv, dusky white Strips run here and there, 

beyond which a broader one reHects the 

' cloudy sky, dark bodies are moving slowly 

along and lights twinkle ; 

I beyond, and to the south, a high hill r 

[ngs of stars ; at its base Ihey hang in clusters ; they sepa- 

E and pass up and down, are swung in circles, disappear and 

r again in a most curious manner, and faintly comes the 

W8 of the boatmen, the drivers, the lock-tenders, and the 

f hum of the distant village. At the north, where the 

m wall comes down, the solid rock is notched out, ovei 

I rises the rocky crests of a mountain range, while away 

id winds the marsh-embordered rock-hemmed waters of 

Champlain. 

3w, rumbling sound comes from the south, then the solid 
non that side sei 
I the earth, with breath of flame, and eye of fire gleat 



s they pass to and 
5 up, belted with 
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out ahead, thunders the night express. Across the marsh, 
it comes, bringing in its train a host of lesser lights, and 
with a shriek that clashes sharply and is broken into a con- 
fused din of echoes, it plunges into the northern wall, through 
the narrow cut to the other side, and with the hiss of escaping 
steam, the noisy clanging of its bell, the rattling of iron rods 
and links, the trembling, jerking and swaying of the long 
coaches, as the brakes are drawn hard against the moving 
wheels ; then with the dying roar of its subsiding power, the 
iron monster rests at the end of its journey. Just for the mo- 
ment we feel the hush. 

** ^— the rest of the tide between the ebb and the flow." 

Then the nature of the sounds change, the quick, sharp 
words of command, of shouting and confusion, the shut- 
fling of feet, as streams of life pour out from the various 
coaches, and converging, flow over the broad plank on to 
the boat that has been waiting to receive them ; there is no 
need of asking the way ; it is plain to all, for while on the left 
is nothing but darkness and a dingy, uninviting pile of build- 
ings, on the right rises a great mass of white, with moving 
forms and flashing light ; windows bright, with stained glass 
and frosted silver, rising tier on tier, begirt with beams 
and rods of iron, and above all. coming up from the fires be- 
low, wave banners of flame, whose fiery particles separating, 
dance away and are lost in the darkness. Whew I What a 
storm, not a thunder storm exactly, although there are indi- 
cations of the sulphurous in the language sometimes heard, but 
a shower of baggage ; it rains trunks, boxes, satchels, bun- 
dles, bags, from the car which has been brought to a stop 
directly in front of the gang-plank, and a double stream of 
trucks, drawn and propelled by stalwart men, go down undei 
huge loads, and, coming up empty, run and wheel and dodge 
about, appearing always on the point of, but never actuall)/ 
getting run over. 

Through all the confusion the man who seems to have, the 
least to do stands quietly by the rail, seeing every thing, but 
saying nothing, unless occasionally to give a command in a 
low tone; then, as the last truck load is on the move, he 



Kbei ntord at h)s hand, a hell up in the pilot house tinklaa 
Ir quick Btrokea on the big bell tbllowa. the lust 
~x Uie plank, which la pulled abourd, and the great haws 
Beast off; then.again, the little bell, up where the pilot si 
pifiea that the boat Is from thence out undi 
1 he is responsible for her safety. Now, down along t 
wires to the engine-room the message goes ; wc hear the )oiJ| 
hollow breathing of the steam as it rushes into the cyllndu 
the ponderous beam above tips slowly on its center; 
wheels seem stepping on the water as they revolve ; the g 
mass swings out into the channel, and moves awny throuj 
the night like a great pe-arl surrounded by a luminc 
phere. A little shining world all alone by itself." 

Thus we saw it one night 1 
the autumn of '73. IVf met 
the profesBorand myself. 
the professor is, or what hep 
i fesses, doesn't matter, as li 
I this is a non-professioi 
I trip : but it may be of ii 
I considering the field select 
our observations to knfl 
that the professor is not acttullf 
stupendous, either in length, 
bretidlh or thickness, and not 
Itlcular about his diet; perish the thought! He simply 
tains from the absorption of that mysterious compound 
s hash, on account of the uncertainty of its origin. 
iDlta at sight of sausages, as it is unpleasantly suggestive 
^dear little dog that he once loved. Can't endure cream 
nts coffee, because it "loolfs so, floating round on top," 
Itwhose heart bleeds and appetite vanishes If an unlucky 

s to take a hot bath in his tea. To these peculU^ 
I, add a disposition to see the fun in hla own forlomnest 
Bwith boyishness dyed in the wool, the professor staaA 
nre yon. As for the author of this, perhaps the least K 
t better. He hasn't the heart to say any thing bad. and^ 
tnination to confine himself strictly to facts, interfen 
what with the glowing eulogy struggling to find \ 

la bOAt ii Qow aken it Tlcondcniga, makbg d>7 Iti[* oilr, loavinf 




I? The Adirondacks. 

suffice it to say, that nature was very lavish in the bestowal 
of longitude, although not noticeably so in regard to latitude, 
giving also a disposition to dare, and a physical develop- 
ment capable of enduring a vast amount of arduous rest, 
(joing — the dainty professor and ease-loving writer, enthu- 
siastic sportsman, with neither gun, rod, umbrella or other 
instrument of death, armed only with sketch and note-book, 
ind hearts to drink in the glories of the great wild woods 
— to the mountains for health and strength to frames not 
over strong. 

We found ourselves on board the " Vermont," the largest 
of the Champlain steamers ; and as it swung out into the 
channel, went out forward, up odd little pieces of stairway 
and canvass side hills ; ducked under and climbed over iron 
rods and groped along in the darkness on the hurricane deck 
to the pilot house. 

As we entered, our eyes becoming accustomed to the dark- 
ness, made out the form of Rockwell, the chief pilot, with 
two assistants, wrestling with the many-spoked wheel, which 
throbbed and trembled as they forced it over to one side 
while the lights ahead seemed to swing swiftly past as we 
swept around a sharp bend in the channel. 

A quick, low word of command, and the chain rattled and 
the wheel spun around like lightning as they jumped away 
from it. 

"Now," said the pilot. 

Six hands pattered on the polished spokes, and the air 
seemed full of clawing, jumping shadows. 

"Over with her." 

The wheel creaked and snapped with the strain brought to 
bear on it ; the lights away out ahead, that had passed across 
to the right, now raced wildly back to the left, and we circled 
around in the darkness, out of which, into the circle of light 
that surrounded us, came reedy shores and low lines of 
bushes, seeming almost to brush against us as we passed. 

•'Steady now. Good evening, gentlemen." 

The last half of the sentence, while it was friendly, was evi- 
dently intended as a sort of reconnoissance. It had inquiry 
//7 ft, and said plainly, " I want to Yie^x \}ci^ ^o\rcA ^i ^cwa 
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Hlliialittic — ftliraiiy — let her run — Oh, yea; 1 ^^H 
^Bgnize yuur vuicc — hard over that lighr's oat agail^H 
^Karc a little hoaree; ought to take somcihiag for ih^H 
^KVe were ; a trip to the mountalnti ; " aud he said it ^H 
^Bkccllent plan — 'et her chaw ; the reaction will clear (9 
^Hshed he could — luff a point — among the grand things 
^Mid she was light aft, and clawed to starboard ; asked if 
^Kould fully indorse Tyndall's theory of nebular hcgira; 
■night the Greek slave a perfect figure ; siiid she sucked 
Hid through here, sometimes, and they bad to be careful 
jrjier flues ; wanted to know if we had given the evolement 
■■■solar faculae much thought ; descended with Darwin 
fc remote progenitors; gyrated among the wheeling 
KUtion ; floated through eternity ; touched on the 
Kt; paddled around with Noah ; got lost with the childrett 
nsrael ; skittered along down through the dark ages ; said 
Bfasn't going lo rain, which suggested Sodom and (lonior- 
K; admired Joan of Arc — said she carried an awful head 
Bgteam, but her boilers were good ; wanted our opinion as 
l^e probable origin of creative energy and of the cohesive 
Huerialism of latent force. Shades of Egypt ! the professor 
Btcd, and we had to admit that Moses himself couldn't 
mft taken us out of the scientific wilderness, and Rockwell 
Hpght Moses wasn't much of a pilot anyway. 
^Bjus he mixes art, science and physics while demonstrat- 
^Bperfection in navigation ; peering out into the darkness, 
Hniing to //-i/ rather than see the channel ; now circling 
^und a lamp hung out as a guide, then away toward others 
bit seem to pas,s and repass each other, as we sway to ^nd 
Hh where io places a deviation the width of the boat to the 
■ftt or left would bring it on the muddy banks; at times 
■Bming to hang out over the reeds, anon waking a whole 
KuTO of hissing, chuckling echoes as we run close under a 
melky wall ; then onward, into broader strips of water, under 
Be frowning promontory of Ticonderoga; then we went 




CHAPTER lU. 

Lake Champlaih. 

HE first white sporting man that ever viaited 
1 the Adirondaclts was Samuel de Champlain, a 
^ Frenchman, who, in 1609, joined a company of 
' native tourists on a gunning expedition to the 
\ southern borders of the future State park. 
(, where he fell in with a party of Iroquois and 
s succeeded in baling a aatisiactory number. 
} Samuel, besides being an enthusiastic sports- 
1, was of a vivacious, happy disposition, as 
I witness his felicitous description of the mannei 
1 which he, at the first shot, brought down 
three out of four Aborigines, who broke cover, 
then pursued and killed some others; he 
should, however, receive no credit as a marksman, for be 
used a beastly arm called an "arquebus," a remote progeni- 
tor of the terrible blunderbuss — a shot-gun, which same, I 
think, all will agree is beneath the dignity of a true sports- 
man to point toward such game. After this adventure, 
which happened the same year that Hendrick Hudson sailed 
up the river that now bears his name, and eleven years 
before the original pilgrims landed on Plymouth rock, he 
returned home and wrote an interesting account of the 
affair, calling the sheet of water explored after himself — Lake 
Champlain. Just two centuries after his passage in a canoe, 
the first steamboat was launched on the lake. When he came, 
the Indians called it Ca/tt adere quarantt, spelled in various 
ways, and said by learned authorities who copy it from some 
one else, to mean "the lake that is the gate of the country." 
By the early French who did not choose to recognize Cham- 
plain's right to the name, it was known as Mere les Iroquois, 01 
"Iracosia." A book published in 1659 speaks of it as "the 
lake of Trociuois, which, together with a river of the same 



nitme, running into the river of Canada, is aliilyt>r->i 
teagutis in length. In the lake arc four fair isbnrl^, whiclll 
low and TuU or goodly woods iiotl immtlows, hiivtnR UureoP" 
game Tor hunting. Stagges, Fallow Dear, Elk*. Roc Ducks. 
BcavcTB. and oUicc soils of tjcasls." In shape it is very likr. 
a long, slim radish, with Whitehull M the little enO ; tin 
comes the long root and oulbranehing river fi he is. 
lington, quite a respcctiihlc radish, then blotches of rock 4 
Island, and, beyond th.it, the leaves spreading out on e 
side and toward the North. 

On the east is Vermont, sweeping away from the lake li 
broad, cultivated plain, then gradually ascending to the rid( 
oi the Gtecn mountuins ; *.ilung the southern and central p 
'i Hon of the lake, the rocky wcBtcm shores step down tod 
' water's edge and backward, rising up peak on peak the hij| 
est, misty with distance or hidden by the clouds that g 
around ; then wild, broken and grand, the Adirondack n 
tains. Here and there arc little bits of cultivated laixl .1 
breaks in the mountain-gntew.-iys to the wilderness, then^ 
you near Burlington, they fall away back into llic 
K level, well-cultivated cuuntry presents itself. 

According lo the United States coast survey, the disb 
from Whitehall lo I'on Montgomery is 107! miles; j 
greatest width across, from the outlet of Ausable river, 1 
miles, and greatest depth (at a potnt 1 J miles south-eas 
Essex landing) 399 feet. Measuring down into Miss 
bay, on the east side, extending into Canada, and separat 
from the outlet by Alburgh Tongue, the extreme lengtlt^ 
the lake maybe found at about 118 miles. Its elevat' 
above tide is 99 feet. 
[ It contains a number of beautiful islands principally near t] 

north end, the two largest known respectively as North a 
South Hero, and collectively as Grand Isle, a couiity'J 
Vermont. 
I As of old, "the gate of the country," Lake Champlal _ 

i nnw a great highway of commerce. Hie i:hii;f industry beinj 
the iron found in large quanuiics, and <>f a superior quality, in 
^^hg mounlaiiis on liie west shnrc, and ihe lumber from the 
^^BjRE of Canada that pass through Cowards ilie s-mth. If, ^ 
^^^Bbosed. the Champlain cnnal. behsx;. .. ..i«l Whd^ 
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hall, be enlarged, so that vessels of i,ooo tons burden . can 
pass through, it will bring almost the entire freight of the 
great lakes this way, reducing the time from Oswego to Troy, 
by canal, about one-quarter, and rendering the transhipment 
of the cargo to smaller boats unnecessary. The wished-for 
result, however, is not yet; men can measure the distance to 
the planets, track the erratic comet through unknown space 
and fortell its coming, but the doings of the New York Legis- 
lature are past finding out. 

The Champlain Transportation Co., organized in 1826, 
has fully supplied the wants of the traveling public in the 
elegant steamers dedicated to that use. 

The " Vermont " is the largest and fastest boat of the line ; 
it was built at the company's ship-yard in Shelboum harbor 
in 187 1 ; is 262 feet long, 36 foot beam, 9 foot hold, and has 
a capacity of 1,125 tons. 

The "Vermont" runs regular trips from Plattsburgh to 
Ticonderoga in the morning, and return on arrival of passen- 
gers from Lake George steamers and morning train fi-om the 
south. 

The "A. Williams," a smaller boat, runs between Burling- 
ton and St. Albans, touching at Port Kent and Plattsburgh by 
the way. 

The " Horicon" and "Ganouskie" are owned by the 
same company, and double Lake George daily each way. 

The Delaware & Hudson Canal Company own or lease the 
Albany & Susquehanna, Rensselaer & Saratoga railroads and 
branches, and have lately completed, at an immense outlay of 
capital, the New York & Canada, extending along the west 
shore of Lake Champlain, making almost an air-line between 
the great cities of New York and Montreal about 34 miles 
shorter than by any other route. 

Throughout the season of pleasure-travel, special fast trains 
with drawing-room cars attached are run over the road to all 
points north. This is one of the smoothest and very best running 
roads in the coimtry. 



The"Csntral Vermont " is anollier powciful comi)an^| 
fitst-class ill every purticuhr, who lease all the roads running ca^| 
west and souih Uuough tlic New England States, up ^H 
lovely valley of (he Connecticut to Lake Memphrcmagog a]^| 
westward through the Gteen Mountains to Burlington, wh^H 
steamers are taken to the opposite shore. ^H 

Whitehall is at the head of Lake Champldn; iitj mi^H 
north of New York, 78 from Albany. As we break ihrot^H 
the ledges and approach from the south, the valley sprea^H 
out toward the east in a fertile plain ; at the right, toward ^^| 
nortli, is quite a mountain, girded witli outcropping led^H 
that run up from the east at an angle of about thirty degr^^f 
and are broken off precipitously on the west ; all along ^^M 
front, houses cling one above another like rows of martii^H 
boxes, and wooden stairways run zigr.ag up the sides, whiq^| 
if bought by the acre, would bring the most measured p^| 
pendicnlarly. Climbing the stairway we look down on ^H 
business portion of ihe village, close, compact and city-ll^H 
beJow and thinning out gradually up the hill on the we^| 
Going still higher, a jjathway is found leading to the sumi^H 
which is comparatively clear and affords a wonderfully Ej^t 
Eoountain view for a little exertion. 

Whitehall was originally called Skeenes bo rough, after Col. 
Philip Skeene, who accompanied Abercrombie in 1758 ; was 
wounded in bis attack oo Tlconderoga and, afler Amherst's 
victorious advance in the following year, was appointed com- 
mandant at Crown Point, at which time he projected the set- 
tlement. In 1765. he obtained agrant of the township and, 
in 1770, took up his residence here. On the breaking out or 
the Revolution he took sides with the Royalists, accompanied 
Burgoyne in his expedition against Ticonderoga and was 
captured with him at Saratoga : his property was confiscated 
by act of Legislature in 1779. 

Wood Cheek, that from its very head, has flown sleepily 
along, seems to have awakened suddenly and with a quick 
start, a joyous little run, a little foam and a little racket, 
plunges over the rocks, and dies out in the muddy lake at 
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our feet. Close to the falls the canal boats and small steam- 
ers come, and line the banks of the bayou-like lake that leads 
away to the north through what seems a basin scooped out 
of the mountains, its marshy bed filled here and there with 
pieces of " made " land on which are steam mills, and long 
piles of lumber, representing the principal business of the 
place. 

At Whitehall, the train divides, — a part going east and nosQi 
via Castleton and Rutland, the remainder north, down along 
the principal street, through the tunnel, out at the north edge 
of the village to the lumber district, and across the marsh- 
bottomed basin toward a notch cut out of its farther rim. 

Just before entering the rock-cut alluded to, we see on the 
east a short double crook, in the narrow channel, known as 
the Fiddler's Elbow, where the large steamers were com- 
pelled to send a line ashore and " warp " round into a proper 
position to proceed; here, under water, are the hulks of some 
of the vessels engaged in the battle of Plattsburgh, in 1814. 
On the high point of rocks just over and slightly to the north 
of the Elbow is Fort Putnam, where the old colonial general, 
— Israel — ^lay in ambush, waiting for the French and Indians 
under the command of Marin. 

The steamboat dock, formerly the northern terminus of the 
road, with its half-demolished sheds and old elevator, is, par- 
adoxically speaking, left on the right as the train skims over 
the siuface of the marsh on the long trestle, straight as the 
arrow flies, for over a mile, and over the draw at the outlet 
of South bay, along which Dieskau led his men to attack 
Fort Edward, failing in which they turned toward Lake 
George and fell in with Col. Williams on that memorable 
8th of September, 1755. 

Winding in and out we continue along the west shore 
breaking through rocky points and cuts, where the clay has 
been sliced down and removed like huge chimks of cheese, 
revealing on their face horizontal strata that must at some 
time have been the bed of the lake. On the east, at inter- 
vals, are the odd, little light houses and posts where lanterns 
were hung to mark the tortuous channel. Low reedy islands 



Ints float outward from the sham, and the grand, 
gateways opening up as wc advance, reveal vistas of 
iU8 beauty, strips of far-reaching water, and the blue 
itant mountain peaks. Between the soUd points we 
on trestle work or made land, and which same openings 
proved a delusion and a snare to the unfortunate C( ~ 
doomed to wrestle with thetn. 
iiy-two miles from Whitehall, our rope of travel 
in three strands, the one at the I<;ft branching 
Mount Defiance to the foot of Lake George, the mid-" 
itmuing on by rail along the west shore, and the remain- 
_'*ne proceeding in nearly the same direction by stearoboat^, 
tonching at the principal points by the way. 

Fort Ticonderoga is 24 miles from Whitehall on a boltjt' 
promontory between the waters of Lake Champlain and 
outlet of Lake George. In tlie beautiful locust grove by Ih? 
point is the Fori Ticotideroga Hotel, noted especially for] 
the dinners served up for hungry visitors to the ruins, 

Here were enacted the principal events In the play of tl 
lake ; here sav^ige tribes contended for the country on either* 
hand; here Ibroe great nations struggled for the prize of ^' 
continent, and precious blood flowed like water for this, the 
key to the "gate of the country," by its positioi^ elected to 
become historic ground ; as such, let us glance briefly in 
passing. 

Clairned by the Hurons and Algonquins on the north, and 
the Five Nations, on the south, Lake Champlain was perma- 
nently occupied by neither, but the gateway between two 
sections that were continually at war with each othc 
bloody middle ground over which each party in its turn swept 
carrying ruin in its path. This had driven all wh 
have occupied it beyond the mountains, and the lovely shorer 
remained in unbroken solitude. Thus Champlain found it 
when, in July, 1609, he sailed south with the Indians from 
the St. Lawrence to make war upon their southern enemies, 
and "encountered a war party of the Iroquois on the 29th of 
the month, about ten o'clock at night, at the point of a cape 
which puts out into the lake on the west side." They each 
id until the morning, when a battle ensued. Champlaii 
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iras kept out of sight until they marched to the attack. H 
says: "Ours commenced, calling me in a loud voice, am 
making way for me, opened in two and placed me at the 
head, marching about twenty paces in advance until I wa 
within thirty paces of the enemy." 

" The moment they saw me they halted, gazing at me an 
I at them. When I saw them preparing to shoot at us, 
raised my arquebus, and aiming directly at one of the thn 
chiefs, two of them fell to the ground by this shot, and one < 
their companions received a wound, of which he died afte 
ward. I had put four balls in my arquebus. Ours, in witnes 
ing a shot so favorable to them, set up such tremendoi 
shouts that thunder could not have been heard ; and yet thci 
was no lack of arrows on one side and the other. The In 
quois were greatly astonished, seeing two men killed t 
instantaneously, notwithstanding they were provided wit 
arrow-proof armor, woven of cotton-thread and wood. ♦ ♦ 
They lost courage, took to flight, and abandoned the field an 
their fort, hiding themselves in the depths of the forests 
whither pursuing them I killed some others. * ♦ ♦ Th 
place where the battle was fought is 43 degrees some minute 
latitude, and I named it Lake Champlain."* Ticonderogai 
\3/4 degrees north latitude and probably the cape referred ti 
'which puts out into the lake on the west side." 

The French claimed the country by virtue of Champlaini 
discovery, and in 1731, while at peace with Great Britain, thel 
advanced to Crown Point and erected Fort St. Frederick. 

The English claimed this territory by right of purchase 
treaty with the Five Nations, and feeling that somel 
must be done to prevent further encroachments of the Fret 
on British soil. General Johnson was sent, in i755» to 
them away, going by way of Lake George, where he hs 
for a few days, when Baron Dieskau made a dash aroi 
French mountain, defeated Col. Williams' party and attaci 
the main army, in which he was defeated. He then retui 
to Ticonderoga and began the erection of a fort which 
called " CariUonr 
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In I7S7- '1 ^"^3 urcu|itcd by Montcalm, wliu murchcrl tbi 
to the capture i.f Fort Willium Henry. 

In 1758. Abenrnimbie made his unsuccessriil attack 
aid French lines, which resulted in his total defeat, wi 
lo38 of nc:irly 1,000 killed and wounded. 

The following year Amherst cntrcncheil before the Iin4 
and the French, feeling th:il they i;oiild not sitcccssfully 
him, abandoned and set fire to the works, which the English 
took possession of in the morning. They then advnnccd 
Fort St. Frederick, the French retruating down the lake 
hold on Champlain gone forever 

Amherst repaired and enlarged the works at TIcondei 
and Crown Point, on a scale of great miignificcncc, but 
a shot from the frowning embrasures was directed ;igainst 
approaching foe. Peace between the nations soon followed 
ana the forts were allowed to fall into a. state of ill repair and 
were poorly garrisoned when the revolution broke ouL 
Crown Point had only a sergeant and 12 men and Ticon- 
tlcroga JO men all told, when in the gray of the morn- 
ing of the loth of May. 1775, Ethan Allen and 83 of his 
"Green Mountain boys." stole in through the wicket gate 
and demanded its surrender "ia the name of the Great 
Jehovah and the Continental Congress." Crown Point was 
on the same day taken possession of by a party of Allen's 
men under Seth Warner, and soon after a sloop of war was 
captured by Benedict Arnold, by which the colonists gained 
command of the lake. 

The following year Arnold, in command of 3 small flotilla, 
was defeated near the Four Brothers' islands by General Carl- 
ton, who advanced as far south as Crown Point, then retired 
Into Canada. 

In 1777 there came sweeping from the north the conceited, 
the pompous, the brilliant Burgoyne with 7,500 men and laid 
siegfl to Ticonderoga. St. Clair, then in command had barely 
sufficient troops to man the principal works, and when the 
English took possession of Mount Defiance, from which I'.iey 
• could drop shot right over into the fort, he decided to :ihan- 
don it and did so on the night of July 4th ; all the stores that 
could be taken were removed, guns were spiked and at mid- 
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night a dusky throng moved away across the chain bri^ic^ 
Unfortunately for the Americans, a house on Mount Inde< 
pendence was set on fire and the light revealed the ftigitivQ 
army to the watchful enemy, who immediately pursued. The 
greater part retreated toward Castleton and were followed, en- 
gaged and beaten ; the English, however, suflfered terribly, it 
is said, losing ten to one of the Yankees. The rest moving 
up the lake toward Whitehall were pursued by the British 
who broke through the chain bridge and reaching the head 
of the lake almost as soon as they, captured most of tbe 
stores and ammunition, the men retreating to Fort Ann ; after 
this Burgoyne moved south to Saratoga, where his march oi 
triumph was changed to one of defeat, for he found the 
Gates too strong for him to pass. 

After " Saratoga " the British retired into Canada, but in 1780 
the old fort was again occupied by the troops under Greneral 
Haldiman, at which time occurred those bloodless battles ol 
diplomacy, where Allen plotted treason with such con- 
summate sagacity, that his country's enemies rested on their 
arms and " peace reigned throughout her borders." 

Then came another enemy, silent, but resistless as the 
march of time. Rain and sunshine, frosts to rack and tem- 
pests to beat upon the old walls, until they totter and £EdI 
away, disappearing, one by one, and pointing to the time 
when naught shall remain but the name it bears, and that 
uncertain in the mists of the past. 

" TicoNDEROGA " * — the generally accepted extract and 
boiled down result of over a dozen different Indian namea» 
all, however, having something the same sound — as Tiend§' 
roga, Cheonderoga — meant to them the coming together^ of 
meeting of waters,\ instead of the generally accepted version 
of " Sounding waters." 

Carillon, the name given it by. the French, meaning musiCi 
racket, a chime, may have been suggested by the " Sounding 
waters " near by. 

The old battery on the bluflf, at the steamboat landing, II 

* For full description, with map of the ruian of to-day, see ^^ Ticonobsooa*" 
t Golden, 1765. Pownell, 1774. 



•aid to have been the origlnnl Carillon. Btick on the high J 
ground ar« tha barnick walls, trenches, two bastions and tla| 
boat preserved [lurtion of the ruins — a bumb-praof Tooia| 
probably the niLigozinc. On the cast, by the cast side or tM 
Knd, is the old ftirt well. Lc.iding from the south-east cnmd 
toward this, ou tbv I1;a ubovc. Is the coverud way. Uirounfl 
which. It is suid, Allen went in the gruy of ihe nioniiug, oveH 
B century ago. On the west Is Mount Doliance; between M 
and the fort the outlet of Liilte George jr>ins Lake ChaiqJ 
plain. OppLisite the point to the south-cast, the hike is nan 
rowed down by the near approach ol" Mount IndcpcndcnceH 
which was also fortified when St Clair had command therd 
Between the two points ran the chain or floating bridge. Tha 
lake now turns toward the north, thus washing three sides ofl 
the point, Up among the oaks, just beyond the tunnel, la 
the old French lines, reaching nearly across from shore t^ 
ihore. Across the flat, where now stands a pleasant HoteH 
Uy Allen's route from the shore above, and it is probablw 
Rut near the railroad depot above, occurred Champlain battEq 
in 1609. 

Crown ForNT, 1 1 miles from Ticonderoga, is where the 
lake is sometimes left for the Adirondacks by way of Roots. 
Here are the furnaces of the Crown Point Iron Company, and 1 
(I narrow-gauge railway belonging to them, which extends! 
back lliirteen miles to their mines at Hammnndville. i,3oaI 
Feet above the lake. The best hotel is the Crown Point J 
House, A, S. Viall, proprietor. 

Crown Point Kuins and light-house is six miles 
fiirtber on the west side, nearly met by Chimney Point a 
proaching from the east ; here the French erected Fart St. FraU^ 
trick in 1731, the ruins of which may yet be seen on the shore, f 
llittleway noithof the light-house; this soon became a noted 
trading port, where the Indians brought peltries to exchange 
for civilized whisky and other necessaries; the remains of 
lines of cellars, flagged walks, etc., testifying that at some 
time quite a village had stood there, it is said, with a popula- 
tion of 1,500. The extensive ruins further back are of the fort, 
commenced by Amherst in i/jg. On the west is Bulw^ga 



24 The Adirondacks. 

Port Henry is 'beautifully located on tne west shoie 
twenty miles from Ticonderoga, and about two miles nordi 
of the ruins of Crown Point. The village contains seven! 
churches and schools, an opera house, stores, and a numba 
of elegant private residences. 

The iron interests of Port Henry are immense. The largest 
companies are those of Witherbee, Sherman & Co., the Port 
Henry Iron Ore Company and the Bay State Iron Company, 
the latter with their furnaces north of the steamboat dock,— 
the first-mentioned company having theirs at Cedar point, at 
the south end of the village. 

The Lake Champlain & Moriah R. R. is 7 miles long, 
extending from Port Henry to the ore beds at Mineville, 
1,300 feet above. The grade is necessarily heavy, at places 
210 feet to the mile, and contains three "Y's," where the 
nature of the ascent rendered a curve impracticable. 

Mineville, by plank-road, is but five miles from the lake. 
This is the centre of the mining operations of the region, 
and is a wonderful revelation to the novice in mining scenea 
Here the ore is taken from the heart of the mountain, three tc 
seven hundred feet below, drawn up inclined planes in cars 
by steel ropes, which pass around large drums worked by 
steam. The visitor may climb down the almost interminable 
ladders, or descend in these wheeled buckets to the abyssmaJ 
caverns below, where all above is misty with drifting smoke, 
where the massive columns of pure ore, left standing to sup- 
port the distant roof, seem to vanish as theynscend; whSe 
the reverberating thunder of continuous blasting rolls through 
the vast aisles, and clanking chains, with a confused clatter 
of hammers, the fluttering roar of drills, the glimmering lights, 
ghostly shadows, and the dark, uncertain forms of toiling 
miners, makes it indeed a fit picture of the infernal regions. 

The Chever Ore Bed is two miles north of Port Henry, 
near the lake shore. 

The Adirondack Springs are situated on the mountain 
slope, midway between Westport and Port Henry. 

Westport is a pretty Httle village, on a deep bay, setting 
into the western shore, fifty miles north of Whitehall, is the ; 

i 



usual entrance to the mountain rcfpon, bjr way of El 
town eight miles distant, and is also on the direct loutc ft 
the east, via Vcrgciincs, thence by steamer Curlew to this 
place, and stage to the interior. 

The Wkeij Housk is on the main street one mile from 
the depot, to and from which a free carriage runs, to connect 
with all passenger trains, and is the best hotel in the place. 
It is new, 96 feet in length, three stories front, and four in 
rear, which ovcriooks the landing, but a few steps dtstanl. 

It commands a beautiful view of the far reaching lalce,ths 
orcling shore at the south, and the receding form of Split 
Rock mountain toward the north, at llie extreme point of 
which, in 1875, the luckless steamer Champlain met her fate. 

The hotel has been leased for a term of years to Mr. 
John Holcomb, who guarantees thorough and efficient 
vice. A special point will lie made in way of fine light and 
heavy rigs to convey partitas to any point in the Adiroi 
dacks at reasonab'e rates. For the present Mr. and Mi 
Weed, who have made the house so attractive in the 
will remain to assist in its managemeoL Capaci^ of bol 
100; priceof board per week, $12; per day, $3. Addl 
John Holcomb, Westport, Essex county. 

TiiE Allen Housk is at the depot, and alTords a ci 
venient stopping-place for parties arriving by night trt 
or ftuling to make close connection with stage or car. It 
is open tlie year round, and affords accommodation for 
twenty, at $S per week, or $2.00 per day. J. A. AI1( 
proprietor. 

Split Rock. — Along the west shore runs Split Ri 
mountain, ending in the curious freak of nature, from whicl 
it received its name. Split Rock is a great, rough fragment 
of the mountain, containing, perhaps, a half acre of surface, 
nearly thirty feet in height, and separated from the main rock 
by a rift ten or twelve feel in width. Various therories are 
advanced, one of lliese th;it it is caused by the gradual attri- 
iicles by the com- 






26 The Adirondacks. ^ 

bincd dissilience of the elements, or some other cause, which 
is probably correct. Some say that this was of old the &moai 
"Rock Reggio," so frequently mentioned in colonial records, 
and which tradition points out, first as the place where a great 
chief was drowned, from which it received its name ; and second, 
as the boundary line between the Indians on the north and 
the Five Nations on the south. Watson claims, however, that 
Rock Dunder is the original "Rock Reggio," where the acci- 
dent occurred. Either one is an easy thing to fall off of, if a 
body is so disposed. 

Touching at Essex, a small village on the west shore, ten 
miles from Westport, the boat passes out into the broadening 
lake, gradually nearing the Vermont side in the approach to 
Burlington. Back, inland, are the two highest peaks of the 
Green Mountains, Mansfield, 4,350 feet above tide, and Camel'l 
Hump, the Leon Couchant oi Wiq French. A prominent ob- 
ject, as we approach the city, is Rock Dunder, a sharp cone 
of rock 20 feet high." Farther out in the lake is Juniper island, 
and still farther the Four Brothers, where occurred Arnold's 
naval engagement with Carleton, resulting in the total defeat 
of the Americans. Away across, on the west shore, is Wills- 
borough Point. Back of this the deep bay of the same name, 
a little way south is the mouth of the Roquet river. 

Burlington, one of the most prosperous cities of the 
State, with a population of about 15,000. A long break- 
water, with a light-house on each end, protects the shipping 
against the severe west wind. From the wharves, at the 
water line, the ground slopes upward, covered with lines of 
stately stores and dwellings, and appropriately enough, over- 
looked by the University buildings of the State. It is 80 
miles from Whitehall — a railroad centre of considerable im- 
portance, and head-quarters of the Chaniplain Transportation 
Company. Here the Vermont Central railroad taps the lake, 
and tourists cross routes, going to the White Mountains and 
the Adirondacks, changing from boat to coach and coach to 
boat. 

The American is the leading hotel, and the only one in the 
city containing railroad ticket and telegraph offices. It has 
one hundred commodious, well ventilated sleeping rooms, 
with private parlors, and all modern conveniences. It is the 





^B BUKLLNUiUN. ^^^1 

^Blrgeet bouse in Burlington, nnd has this sprinc been t^^H 
^ranghly renovated and newly rurnitihol. It i^ pleua^^H 
^mealed at the junction of St. Paul nnij Udn streets, b^^^H 
mkka city parte where conceits art given by an excelleot b^^H 










^BJglilly. The American is under tlie personal supenri«^^^| 
WK^ the |>rot>iielor, Mr. L. S, Drew, one of the most £^^^| 
^B^able and popular '- boniffices" in all New Kng1|^^^| 
^Bogether witli the usual delicacies' found at Rrst-clasTho^^^H 
^ffitft table is supplied with fruit, vesetables, eggs, I^I^^^H 
H&nk and cream fresh from l.ake View Farm, owned by^^^H 
^Kkw. a well appointed livery is connected with the h^|^H 
^H^ carefu] drivers, ihormighlv familiar wilh points In ifa^S 
^^Kintty of interest to tourists, are promptly farnished. 
^^fte proprietor and his assiisiaQts will be found anxiou:^ In 
^Bbet every want of the guests nf the hotel, and to inake it 
^H horaehke as possible. Pnr.e of board, $2 to $■) per clay. 



28 TiiK Adikondacks. 

On one question all Vermont is united. Earthquakes may 
rend this crust, and fanaticism turn man against his mother- 
in-law, but here Vermont stands firm and united, and with 
good cause, too. She venerates the hero of Ticonderoga — 
the leader of the Green Mountain boys — the Tell of Vermont 
— Ethan Allen. They vote for him to this day in the 
somewhat extended rural districts ; they swear by him gene- 
rally, and some who have recently learned of his decease are 
willing even to lie by him. 

I saw him. I had a half day to spare, so approaching the 
affable (affable is a beautiful and appropriate title applied 
to all landlords now-a-days) proprietor of a hotel not a thou- 
sand miles from the centre of the city, asked if there was any 
thing of interest about. He gazed at me a moment in aston- 
ishment, then, concluding that I was a foreigner, casually 
mentioned a few hundred public buildings, parks, avenues, 
industries, individuals, etc. 

" Any thing more ? " 

"Yes, sir. There's the statue of Ethan Allen, imported 
from Italy at a cost of several thousand dollars, and the mar- 
ble column on which it stands, nearly 400 feet high — " 

" Je-ru-salem ! " 

"Yes, sir — the hill it stands on is 375 — then there are the 
lumber districts and market, the largest in the country, with 
one or two exceptions ; lovely drives along the shore and out 
among our suburbs — Boston, New York, Montreal, etc. 

" Jupiter Tonans. Any thing else ? " 

"Yes, sir, situation sir; sit-u-a-tion. We think we lie the 
best of any city in the world — so natural and easy. 

" Undoubtedly, sir, undoubtedly. I am amazed, astounded 
— any thing else ? " 

" Good Lord, Mr. a-a-a-what more do you want ? Yes, sir, 
there is the University of Vermont, on the hill — ' crowned 
by the University' the guide books have it — one of the 
grandest architectural triumphs Of the country sir, eve/yhody 
should see it — it is a/one worth a full day's inspection." 

^* Great St. Peter ! Where is it ? '" 



" I don't know exactly myself, but 1 can send a boy tn 

■how yoQ ihc wny, mid I n-tsutc you, sir, that you cAnnot fa» 

to iidmirc it i it u impo-iing, sir ; i[ is gntnd. I can persoid 

ally vouch for that — excuse me, sir, licre comes the govemfn 

for advice ; here, Johnny, trot this gentleman around." I 

Port Keni' is on the west shore, ten miles from BurlingJ 

, too i below, it is not very attractive, but above, along tlitf 

brow of Ihc hill are several very jileasant, comfortable IooIm 

ing houses, among them the old home uf F.lkanah Watsom 

whose account of travels in 1777, rontain the besl record wa 

1 have of the towns and villages at that period. His descenu 

I atits Etill occupy the homcsiedd ; his majitle, as historian 

falling on one well worthy to wear it, Winslow C. Watso J 

who has contributed much that is valuable to the annals ol 

his native county and the valley of the Champlain. ThJ 

gCiietal ajjpearance of Port Kent — barring the fringe ol 

respectability along the bruw of the hill — is not particuJ 

larly attrtictive or noticeable, unless it be for its age, and an 

being the point of departure for Aiisnble Chasm, three mile* 

' inland, and Keeseville, two miles further, from which, nighc 

' and day, rain or shine, come the noisy stages to meet thB 

. trains on the N. Y. & Canada railway, and the steamers u 

they touch at the venerable dock. Stages are also taken al 

this point for the Saranac and St. Regis lake region daily,' 

going by way of Whiteface Mountain and Wilmington Notch 

(a most beautiful pass) if desired. This entrance to the 

sporting ground unites with the route from Plattsburgh 

Ausable Station, the difference being a choice betwi 

twenty miles by railroad from Plattsburgh, and thirteen tnil 

by stage from Port Kent to the same pi; 

The Lake View House is three miles from Port Reni^ 

' and may be seen on the high ground toward the west 

[ steamboat passes north from that landing. It overlooks 

fells of Birmingham, the little hamlet and wild gorge known 

OA Ausable Chasm, the valley of the Ausable above with 

e -of KiWMflHHMtBflHIIIUff'fftT' " '"'^^ distance, as 
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the crow flies, at its head, and beyond all the sharp outline 
of Whiteface Mountain. Toward the east, field and forest , 
unite in one broad, grand slope to the shores of Champlain, 

The house is four stories in height, with a tower lifted con- 
siderably higher, and an open platform on the roof, which 
gives the beholder a view almost sublime in its extent and 
diversity. The main portion was built in 1874, added to in 
1877, and again in 1879, the new part (not shown in the cut) 
being an extension of the first and second stories toward the 
north, giving a spacious dining and several new and desir- 
able sleeping-rooms. Along this is a broad piazza, giving 
a lake frontage of 192 feet. A new steam laundry has been 
added. Connected with the principal sleeping-rooms are 
bath rooms, closets and other modern appliances for the 
comfort of guests. Water for general use and to guard 
against any chance of fire, is forced to the top of the build- 
ing from the river below. It is lighted with gas, manu- 
factured in works established for that purpose. An open 
pavilion on the west is one of the breeziest of lounging 
places imaginable ; at the S. East are the billiard and bowling 
alleys. A livery is connected with the hotel ; telegraph in 
the office. The house throughout is furnished in a most 
complete and substantial manner ; the beds are of the best 
Under a former management the house gave cause for ad- 
verse criticism, later it has been one of the few that could 
be truthfully spoken of in the highest terms of praise. This 
season it is in charge of J. H. Burdeall, of Philadelphia, 
formerly proprietor of the Sea Grove House, at Cape May, 
one of the most genial of men, and who will undoubtedly 
see that the house looses nothing of the superior reputa- 
tion it has already gained. Board per week, $12 to $18; 
per day, $3; $1 per meal. Open from June i, to Octo- 
ber 15. Address J. H. Burdsall, Ausable Chasm. 

Stages connect with trains and steamboats at Port 
Kent, and leave daily for the interior. The proprietor 



ALS.\liLL CUA,-.M. 

I {s a veteran in Ihe business, an oh\ (-■alifornian who c 
within a ycii of Ijcinj; a " forty nincr." nn<l with many a yai 
of wrild cKpcricnrc as a driver on the I'acifit: slope. He % 
thoroughly rcsponsihlc and will employ nont Itit unqOtstiin 
y competent drivew. 






Fare from Agsable ChAsm to New Vork (all rail), $9; toj 
Paul Smith's or Martin's, $4.50. P.irtieB of four or raore b 
Whitcfacu Moutilain for regular fare, viz., $3.50 
Address for ronvcyance, \Vm. Harjier, Keeseville. 

From the Lake View House a series of steps descend 
the level of the little hamlet at the head of the gorge, 
was originally called Birmingham, but in 1S77 was changed 
lo Auaable Chasm, with the added dignity of a post-office. 

The Ausable Chasm Horse-Nail Works are on t' 
right, just below the falls, from which comes their power. 
They were erected in 1876-7, and are owned by W, M. 
The main strucUueis twoetoofislii^ 19a 
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by 50 feet inside ; wing 30 by 30, and is built of the beao- 
tiful creamy sandstone quarried from its own foundation. 
The nails are manufactured by a process of which John B, 
Wills, of Keesevil h m p dg d 

to secrecy, howev d h w k d rs. 
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ward in the dead of winter, the effect of frost was counter- 
acted by intense fires in the interior, while spray from the 
fills, which covered every object with a sheeting of ice, was 
!)hiit out by a skeleton frame and casing of boards, which 
grew as the walls grew, and rose with it to the summit. Alt 
the works bearing the stamp of this company have a solidly 



Imaapparenl absence of any consideration of cost that clial-^ 
Icnge aiimtration. and however much the admirer of natiiicl 
in llie abstract may protest against the innovation, this utiluc- 1 
-tag of one of the beiit water powers in the world with the | 
Attendant prosperity to the surrounding country, is subject 
.commendation. 

In 1873 a number of gentlemen from Philadelphia, underl 
the corporative name of The Ausable Company, secured the f 
land lying along the west side with an entrance and exit on I 
the east, and also land on the hil! overlooking the head of-l 
ihe cbasm, at which place the Late View House was built I 
and thrown open to the public on the following year. They I 
also built stairways, galleries and bridges, which, with the aids 
of boats near the lower end, enabled visitors to pass endtelyff 
through the chasm. 

In 1875 a local company, owning the main portion on the I 
east side, failing to realize on their property or come to any I 
amicable understanding with the Urst mentioned company, f 
built additional stairways, galleries and large batteanx, which I 
gave them passage as far down as Table Rock. For two I 
years the battle raged fiercely, tlie air was thick with injunc- 1 
tions and counter-injunctions; legal heroes struggled for the 1 
mastery (and spoils), and dark rumors of personal encounters I 
lent an awful mystery to the shadowy recesses of the gorge. ' 
The season of 1S77, however, opens on a scene of peaceful- I 
ness, the rival interests consolidated, with the Ausable Com- f 
pany, triumphant masters of the field. And now, while therc'l 
are ample opportunities offered for vigorous climbing, the % 
delicate or timid can select ciLsier ways. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
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AU8ABLE CHASM. 

LITTLE depression in the otherwise lei 
country, a wooded valley with gently sloH 
ing sides, marks the site ofthis grand wo3 
- a Yosemite in miniatuTe almost x 
' doors of the great city, and curio 
I enough.comparalivelyunknown. Theri 
I flowing quietly along the valley from t 
south and west, passes Keeseville, plungi 
e Falls, square against a solid w 
irns at right angles and, wheeling 
confused swirls, now right, n 
' left, falls in a mass of foam over the rochs 
Ingham, then hurrying downward 
between towering cliffs and > 
ver shines, emerges from the gloi 
inlight. and onward to mingle with the mud^ 



where the si 
Ihc glorious 
waters of Lake Champlai 

This freak of nature Is not alone of its kind, but one of a sys- 
tem of rents in the earth's surface that probahly extend alio 
the northern portion of the Slate, the most noticeable of th( 
othersbeingat Chateaugay Falls; on the Opalescent, and highaj 
upon the east and west branches of the Ausable. Neither a: 
wetosay how or when they were formed ; the walls that n 
from ten to fifty feet apart, were undoubtedly sometime 
and solid; projections on the one hand are often faced by 
corresponding depressions on the other: layers of rock on 
one side duplicated on the other. Prof. Emmons, State geolo- 
gist, found here petrified specimens of the lowest or first 
orders of animal life, and ripple marks made when the rock 
was in its plastic state ; above these in successive layers, towe ra 
seventy feel of solid r 
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Who can say what ages have passed away since the restless 
sea beat upon that unknown shore and left the mark of its 
wavelets for us to wonder at, thought is lost away back in the 
eternity of " the beginning," when darkness was upon the 
face of the deep, then came the dawn of creation and in 
It.. its full light the lowest of animal creatures lived their briel 

day and added their mite to the ocean's bottom, which was 
gradually lifted above the surface, and drying, cracked as we 
sometimes see clay in the road, sun-dried after a summer's 
shower. Time came and went, long ages rolled away and 
floods swept over the uneasy world that reeled and staggered 
under the pulsation of its mighty heart of fire. In places the 
thin shell bubbled up into mountain ridges, and breaking, 
cooled; then came the glacial period when great ice-beigs 
passed across, grinding uplifted points to atoms, and, carrying 
huge boulders onward in their course, dropped them miles 
from where they were taken ; then the waters fled away, the 
seams and cracks were filled with the rich alluvium, holding in 
its bosom the germs of vegetable life that in time covered the 
world with a- mantle of beauty. The yearly rains descended, 
the waters from the mountains swept downward through the 
valleys, carrying all before them, the loose deposit that 
once filled th'^. walled banks of the Ausable. floated outward 
into Lake Champlain, and left revealed the main artery in 
this wonderful network of rifted rock. 

With the season of 1879 came great improvements look- 
ing toward the comfort and safety of visitors. Old wooden 
galleries have been removed, and in their places are stone 
walks with substantial iron railings; bridges have been 
erected above high-watei mark, and new boats added. 
Tickets are issued at 50 cents, admitting visitors to the 
Chasm for the season, giving the bearer access to all por- 
tions reached by the stairways and galleries ; to these tickets, 
will be added for convenience, coupons in any desired 
quantity and denomination, which may be detached for ride 
in boat, and are good for anything purchasable at the hotel 
The boat-nde ovei \k^ tabids is fifty cents. The most 
timid need i\QX\ve^\X^Ve^ ^u^^Ocvsi ^sxQ'sx^^^-^^^j&a.-^^'^i^ ^^ei 
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A USABLE Chasm. 



igh hitherto bacceseible iiorlicms with vfr 
on their [jart. 
The Lodck is a tasty, pagodi-like building, 
below Binningham Falls, on llie east side. Ir is 34 fcctj 
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meter, octagonal in form, and lighted by triangulai 
windows in the sharply-inclined roof. In the sides are rangi 
large single panes of stained glass, blue and amber, giving] 
novel and pleasing effect to the landscape viewed from witM 
Through this the visitor is admitted to the stairway leadtm 
down through a deft in the rock 166 steps to the bottom. 

Birmingham Falls has a perpendicular descent of 70 fea 
extends diagonally across the river almost directly facing tl 
west shore, and divided near its centre in two parts that h 

K-^. iQc)(s like curtains of diamond-studded lace. 






Pulpit Rock" projects conaderably over ihe li 
we approach tlie Elbow, Its sharp battlemd 
■ hundred feet from the w.iter; from the Lodge stairwn 
walk has been paved with flat stooes nearly to 
Here the river turns sharply to the right, and we follow a 
A rock terrace pohshed by the toirents that annually siri 
through, "<ishing sjid cleansing it trom all impurities. 

Split Rock is seen on the left some distance down a 
way Opens before us. It shows corresponding depre 
and projections on the parts facing each otiier, and W£ 
dently at some past lime joined together. This, with o 
resembling it, would seem to prove conclusively their volcj 
origin, 

The Devil's Oven is at Ihe right in the wall which s 
to prevent further advance ; it is perhaps ao feet high at 1 
mouth and 30 deep, simply a hole in the rock, and of a rouS 
more comfortable temperature than one would be led to 
expect from its name. And here let me remark that his 
majesty is credited with considerable real estate in this netgh> 
borhood, owning beside the Oven, an Anvil, Pulpit, Easy 
Chair, and, of course, a Punch Bowl, all of which leads to the 
conclusion that it is safest to show proper deference to his 
admiring subjects who run the rakish looking boats and show 
us about generally. 

Stalactite Cave is a late discovery upon the right side 
above the Oven; it is hardly calculated (o rival Kentucky's 
great wonder, however, and Zrtr/'-sla-lac-tiie would probably 
have been full as appropriate a name. 

Hell Gate is close by the Oven, Here the water whi<j 
all the way from the Elbnw down, has foamed and f 
through rapid shoots and among great stones, turns shai 
to the left, dashing angrily dirougb the narrowed gate, I 
whirls quietly in tlie broken circle of the Devil's Punch F 

Jacob's Ladder is tlie east buttress of this gateway, c 
ing heavenward in a grand sweep away from the rush 
water; around this and along the overhanging rock a gallery 
hftS been fastened and supported with strong iron rods, by 
:luc!i :<i nm- limi' lin.Tis «er(? reached for paasa,^!,c \o W-jftiifc 
■ '1^- li^ss vei"itiAT*:son\e. ^A 
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iBt a sionc dropjicd from above would in (ilaces almost 
ujron the oppiisitc Khore. 

^le boats used here are 31 feel in lenEtii. flat bottom, with 

swelling bow and stem, rising high out of ilie water, and 

ipable of carrying thirty persons each. Thiry were built 

ipressly for the work, ate iu charge of experienced boatmen, 

and while ordinarily perfectly safe, the novel sensations oJ 

running rapids and floating over unknown depths, is some 

thing long to be remembered. 

Mystic Gokoe, nearly midway between the Oven and 
Eydc's Cave, ts a crevasse leading off at right angles from the 
^Riain fissure toward the west, and continued on the opposite 
lide by a similar opening; this like others of the dass is par- 
tially filled with debris, down which the sure-footed may climb 
to the water's edge. 

Here, when the clefl rock opened to us for the first time, 
revealing the wonders of the under world, we — Bromley, the 
Professor and I — rested, and took breath after our scramble 
over the rocks, at the rime of which the narrative portion of 
this work treats. 

" What is that called p " said we. allud- 
ing to a huge rock that towered up al- 
most over our heads, across the Chasm. 
Bromley scratched his head and regretted 
that he had been unable to find a name 
for it yet. Poor fellow I he has done 
well, and already shows signs of approach- 
Ing baldness, caused by frequent attempts 
to dig out appropriate and nice sounding 
names for the many objects of interest 
near by. " Call it Moses," suggested the 
Professor, and "Moses" it was chris- 
tened by unanimous consent "Who 
was Moses?" The question was asked 
soberly, and a quiet individual who had 
joined us, with a book in his hand and a 
hang to his clothes, proceeded to tell us in 
e supposed the question was askftd b- j ^m>__, 
lous inquirer after knowledge. How insigm&titvVJ 
'( the strip of blue sky, the sTealTw«-wa\,\a^ 




^^^nod faith, ; 
^^^K^oua inqu 
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dark tower of rocks above us, and the fiat went out, '* 
forth shale thou te known as Moses, fit emblem of ll 
namesake who stood face to face with the Creator, < 
tinmderings of Mount Sinai." 




f Thb Lono Gallery extends from Mystic Gorge to s 

fcading to Point of Rocks. The rapids here are very b 

[ill in the sun at noon. Opposite this point is Hy( 

d i>7 a bridge near by. 



r'S- Cave is 150 fed back, nml pcrliups 3 

opcninga a 



<:c>nlinuaiion of one of tht- giand 
gorge; il is 30 I'trct 



ouih, 50 deep, the > 



loof and gradually lising flooi coming nearly together atl 




extreme back end. Amassive column of rock at the 
extends back, dividing the main from a smaller lissure 
30 feet in depth. 

This Cave was first visited by a venturesome 
ledHj-de, who, in 1871, let himself downbij a 
[over a ''ew d-iys Tiflevward'w 



e enti^^^l 



liy ihe Kcv. Mr. Moxly, who tried the dangerouK' 
inont of scrambling from rock to rock across Uie rapi&jl 
lime of low water, and came near Wing imprisoned by i stU- 
den riaiDg of tlie river from the opening of the mill (,ates above. 
3i\Lv'sGRor- 
IS ai the ex- 
I Ircmity of a lale- 
r il oj)en)ng very 
I hkt the oneJead- 
I my into Hyde's 
Cavt it is 
Ur although not 
large as the 
ven, and nam- 
I ed after Dr. G.r. 
1 Bixby, of Platts- 
iirgh, the en- 
I tbusiastic sports- 
I man, journalist 
I and student of 
I nature, who hears 
a familiar lan- 
guage in the 
sounds whll 
which the forests 
I tell their secrets 
I andreadslhehis- 
I tory of past ages 
the hoaip 
^ rocksandbrokea 
mountain fonnft 
'He visited the chasm in 1872 when the deep water was coV- 
|>.ered with a solid floor and the rapids at this point a cuitaiV' 
fof crystal; rising and falling on the turbulent water sn^ 
iiflireatentng to give way under the slightest additional wei^^ 



br long icicles that reached from the roof nearly to the^B 
J and passed downward the entire length of the chasn»L J 
" e ice save at one point where the angry waters refused^ 
abound. 

rtJGGLER's Pass is a narrow deft directly opposite ; bad 
&om the river it widens into quite a large chamber. 

The Post Office is a littie way farther down stream, oia 
the level above Smuggler's Pass bridge, where the s " 
stone is full of openings like pigeon-holes, and at present the * 
receptacles of a multitude of cards deposited by former visi- 
tors; here Is also found matter, left at times of high water, 30 
feet above its ordinary level ; farther along the galleries and 
Stairs lead over the Hanging Garden and down opposite Table 
Rock, where they end. 

At the foot of the Falls, below Hyde's Cave, we entered 
the boat held there for our reception. Bromley, like that 
grim ferryman of the Styx, seated himself with paddle in 
hand to direct it through the turbid waters, and as the fasten- 
bigs were loosed, we bounded swiftly away, borne downward 
over alternate rifis and smooth running water. Once where 
it swooped downward, then curled over, as if trying to chmb 
backward upon itself, it was lashed into fury and seemed deter- 
mined to swallow us up, but the sharp bow cut the dashing 
spray, and lifting gracefully, we passed out over the boiling, 
seething mass into the quiet water below. 

Cathedral Rocks, from above, seem to close over our 
way once more, but as we approach they stand out from the 
east side, in strong buttresses of cleft rock, a hundred feet in 
K'^t, that may well suggest thoughts of some vast cathe- 
''s ruined towers and aisles. 

tBLK Rock extends well out across the way at their base, 
s approached by a shoulder from the opposite side com- ^^ 
'''pressing the water in a channel, little more than a dozen fe^^^^M 
across. ^^H 

The Sentinel stands guard at Che outer comer of Cathe-^^| 
dial Rocks. The Anvil is on Table Rock, atvd cVsis^ 
resembles that for which it was namei, K. Tiviv«.\s>'^e vi>2*s 
round at the right, facing down 'Caa &ttca,Ei,Ss *«. "^^^^"^ , 
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Keeseville, situated on the Ausable river, five miles fitaoi 
Port Kent, and nearly two from Ausable Chasm, is one 
of the thriftiest and most enterprising little villages in the 
State. It occupies ground on both sides of the river, is con- 
nected by three bridges — the upper, covered ; the middle, a 
light suspension bridge for pedestrians ; the lower, a single 
stone arch a hundred feet in span. There are a number oi 
fine private residences and public edifices, built of a beautiful 
creamy sandstone, while numerous churches, a graded school, 
and a wide»a-wake weekly — the Essex Co. Republkan — keeps 
the public in a healthy state of agitation. 

The water power is utilized in the twine, wire and iron 
manufactories ; by the Ausable Horse-Nail Company here, 
and at the nail-rod works on the road to Ausable Chasm. 

The Adirondack Hotel is situated on the main street, 
in the business centre of the village, close by express and 
post-office. The table is well supplied. The furniture fe 
good, while the general conduct of the entire business be- 
speaks thrift and neatness. Altogether it is a very comfort- 
able stopping place, and parties en route for the Wilderness 
will here find good fare at reasonable terms. Stages connect 
with all trains and passenger boats at Port Kent (fare 50 
cents), passing by Ausable Chasm, a little less than two miles 
distant, by the way. Association Hall, the usual place of 
public entertainments, is near by. House will accommodate 
fifty. Terms, $9 to $14 per week; $2 per day. Address 
M. A. Nichols, Keeseville. 

The Adirondack Hotel Livery is ;the best establish- 
ment of the kind in Keeseville. First-class double or singk 
turnouts can be procured at short notice by applying at the 
office or to George Fowler & Co. 

Mould & McLean are druggists and booksellers. Their, 
stock contains an extensive assortment of things useful and 
necessary to the sportsman, from fishing tackle and HadE 
fly preparations to fancy goods, confectionery, imported audi 
domestic c\^ats, -^Koto^ai^hs of Adirondack scenery, pate 
ined\c\xves, axv^ x^\ei\\^^.^x\\^.^x^^^l^ ^VSicss; \^ , 



F. M. IlnrKiNS' Snss, are a1»i dealers in drugs, me^H 
cincs and books, and keqi Ibr &ile an extensive lot ^| 
photographs of the various Adirond.ick resorts, and standaS 
views of iAe chasm, with a full line of fishing apt)1ianciH 

B. D. Clapp & Co., sell guns, pistols, powder, sh(^| 
caitriilgcs and all things needful, useful or ornamental ^| 
the hardware tine. ^M 

Clark's, one and a half miles northwest of Ausat^| 
Chnsm, offers accommodations for 15 guests. It is pleasant^l 
loi:.ttcd ; the surroundings are picturesque, and the piospo^| 
grand — embracing an extensive view of l.nke Champlai^l 
its distant shores, and the receding mouniains of VerrooiaB 
Guests ate carried to and from the depot free of chargS 
Board, $6 week ; $1 day. Address Seymour Clark, Peru. H 

Pleasant board can also be had at the farm-houne of ^M 
K. Hackstaff, j\ miles south of Ausable Chasm, and abo^| 
2} miles from Lake Champlaln. Price, $6 |>er we^H 
Address at Keeseville. H 

The Interlaken, with accommodations for 20, is ^M 
Augur Pond, near the foot of " Poke o' MoonsWne," tw« 
miles south of Keeseville. Terms, unknown. ^M 

Dailj' stages run from Keeseville Up the valley of the Aifl 
sable, nine miles to Ausable Station, uniting there with thfl 
route from Ptattsburgh to the Saranac and St. Regis regio^H 

Locust Hall is on the river, two miles above Keesvill^| 
and three from Ausable Chasm. The purest of water floi^| 
here &om the adjacent mountains ; hundreds of acres ^H 
pine lands surrounding, load the air with resinous odor^J 
the interesting views, near and remote, the distant mouifl 
tains in front and rear, and the beautiful Ausable near b^| 
make this a desirable place for the seeker after cither he-ildH 
m pleasure. The house is large with ample room for 4^| 
Guests will be carried to and from depot free. Board. $9 
per week; $rperday. Address John F. Hatch, Keeseville. 

Three miles north of the landing at Port Kent, is the sandy 
t of the Ausable Kiver. from wh\c,Vi U \'a ^ww^i^^^ \ 
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have received its name, Ausable meaning, literally, " tn 
of sand." A wooded depression in the ground above aU 
the course of die rapid river, but does not give indicatun 
that wonderful chasm, "the walled banks of the AusaH 
through which it foams and roars before its last quiet &aB 
away into the lake. Near this is the widest unintemifl 
portion of the lake, being something more than thiiteen M 
across. ■ 

Valcous Islakd is a large beautiful island east al9 
channel. At its south end lies the Royal Savage, smu 
the time of Arnold's battle with Carleton. I 

This was the spot selected for " a communal home bd 
ou the principles of social science, a landmark whetefl 
banner is love over all," where the " Dawn Valcour caad 
nity " dawned on the astonished world of 1874; it grew fl 
a mighty power— on paper, — with "Col." John Wilconj 
furnish the intellectual, and "Uncle" Owen ShipmanJ 
temporal home, where congenial spirits were invited to (ja 
mingle in promiscuity, and at last accounts were onJ 
ragged edge of individuality, while the musical auction 
warbled over the odds and ends that remained to satisfy 4 
side demands, In the words of one of its leading memlll 
the thing has " busted " ; the dawn is merged into twiUl 
and the world received another lesson on the practicabilim 
free love, M 

Crab Island, some little distance north of Valcotn 
the burial place of the common sailors and marines wh^fl 
in the battle of Plattsburgh. North of this, and pTOJe« 
well out across the lake, is Cumberland Head, from ifS 
the shore recedes toward the north and west, then coAiesH 
in a wide sweep, embracing the waters of Cumberland ,■ 

Plattsburgh is on the west, a thriving village of aS 
8,000 inhabitants, occupying ground on both sides O&m 
Saranac river, at its mouth. It is of considerable coi^fl 
dal importance, being on the direct line between New H 
and Montreal, 309 miles from Uie toTYoet, awi t^ ^'^'^S 
&ftcT; is the jiorlhemJeDJim^^^^^^^^^^B 
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md of the ( new ) Saranac Valley railroad to Clinton prison 
[t is also connected with Burlington and St. Albans by daily 
ines of steameis. 

Plattsburgh is thoroughly cosmopolitan, having its opinion 
O offer on every great question of the day, and exerting no 
Bean influence through its wide-awake newspapers, of which 
here are two, the Sentijul and Republican, the latter insli 
uted in 1811, and standing to-day one of the most reliable 
ind ably conducted weeklies north of the great cities. 

Prominent among its industries are the large lumber mills, 
Norton's iron works, charcoal and blast furnaces, rolling mill 
md knpbbhng fires, where iron is produced said to be equal 
to the best quality of Swedish manufacture; the Saranac 
Horse-Nail Works ; large flouring mills, producing by a 
latent process a remarkably white quality of flour, and other 
nanufactories of less note. 

In educational matters Plattsburgh is fully up with the age, 
aaving a good graded and other schools. The churches are 
^eshyierian, Methodist, BaptisI, Episcopal, Roman Catholic, 
iioth French and Irish, and a Jewish synagogue. Connected 
mth the French church is a convent, incorporated in iSyr, 
belonging to the sisterhood of Grey Nuns. 

The first settler in this region was Count Charles de Fre- 
lenburgh, a captain in the English army. The warrant con- 
reying the land to him bore date June 11, ryeg; he had, 
liowever, several years before this, commenced improvements 
by erecting a dwelling-house at the mouth of the river, and 
E saw-mill three miles above, now called Fredenburgh Falls. 
At the commencement of hostihties with the mother country 
be removed his family to Montreal for safety, and returned 
llone to protect his property, soon after which his house and 
mills were burned, and he mysteriously disappeared — sup- 
posed to have bten murdered by the incensed colonists — since 
Rrhich time a ghostly figure in knee-bteeckes a.t\&.e>:^'M\e\. nn-ss. 
'^^^appeais slaiking in the pale cai&ts oi ■ETeiedow^^^^^- 
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The property reverting to the State, was granted in i 
to Zepheniah Piatt and others, and incorporated into 
town of Plattsburgh April 4, 1785. A company was ' 
organized which, in June of the same year, erected a mi 
Fredenburgh Falls. The estimate of expense conta 
among other items the following : " For bread, $65 ; 
rum, $80." The use to which so much bread could 1 
been put remains a profound mystery to this day ; but 
commendable public spirit which holds the battle of PI 
burgh to have been the greatest ever fought has lo; 
struggled to keep the proportion good, and imquestioi 
succeeded, even in the face of one of the best organized 
conducted societies in the country — the Ladies* Temper 
Union of Plattsburgh. 

In the year 1800 Plattsburgh was the county seat, its 1 
tory extending from Lake George on the south to Ca 
and the St. Lawrence river on the north and west, 
village then possessed a population of less than 300, 
within the county limits were owned at this time 58 slav 

The Battle of Plattsburgh, as before intimate 
esteemed very highly by the residents whose ancestors ( 
a distance) here fought, bled and died, to call attentic 
the superior attractions offered by this place as a sue 
resort. Stripped of detail which our limits will not an 
the accoimt of this really decisive battle is as follows : 

On a beautiful Sabbath morning, September 11, 18 14 
American land forces, under Gen. McComb, entrenche 
the south bank of the Saranac river, and the Ame 
fleet, under Commodore Macdonough, were simultane^ 
attacked by the British land and water forces, under 
Sir George Provost and Commodore Downie. The gr 
weight of metal carried by the British squadron was i 
than over-balanced by the position occupied and sup 
handling Of the American guns. The engagement res 



tomplete viclory for the Utter, only a few small t 

enemy effecting a successful retreat. 

the commencement of ihc tuval engagement, the 

land forces, consisting of 14,000 infantry, advanced 

the Americans, 3.000 strong, entrenched at points 

the south bank of llic river, but were repulsed with aj 

3,500 in killed, wounded and missing, besides immeiu 

abandoned in their retrdaC — which served them rig) 

,ing the Sabbath. 

ruins of the old forts are to be seen on the outs] 

VillAge, near the Fouquet House. The largest — Foi 

the center, Fort lirown on the bank of tbVil 
id Fort Scott near the lake. The barracks, about % f 
lUth, near the raihoad, are occupied by a company of 1 
of the regular army, being a regular Utiited Stateafl 
post. 
:sburgh possesses attractions of no mean order to thC^ 
Ide from the fact of its being the principal gate-4 
way to the Adirondack region, via Ausable branch railroad J 
and connecting stages for the Saranac and St. Regis hunting' ' 
grounds. Here, also, the hunter or fisherman can procure 
complete outfits for the woods — or lor civilization either, for 
that matter — and at prices considerably below watering places 
generally, 1 

The Fouquet House is the best hotel in town, if, indeed, a 
it does not occupy that position among all the hotels of I 
northern New York, It is close by and overlooking theJ 
railroad depot, and but a short distance from the steamboat 1 
landing, commanding a very pleasant view of the bay and4 
lake from the piazzas, while to those^who will take thei 
trouble of ascending to the promenade on the roof will bQfl 
afforded a scene of rare beauty and extent. The rooms aiefl 
large, excellently well furnished, and the table one of ths4 
very best in the State, having few equals among the most I 
pretentious. 1 



inual refreshing and brightening up has been supplc- 

J liy a general refurnishing of all the principal rooim, 

[ other improvements made which, although scarcely 

;d, are, when completed, of recognized advantage. 

e deserved popularity which this house enjoyed during 

( administration of the Fouquets, and afterward imJer 

b, North, will unquestionably be maintained by the pres- 

t proprietor, D. McBride, formerly of the Witherill, aad 

r of the Brandon House. Mr, McBride brings a large 

tperience to the position — a thoroughness, coupled with 

iecutive ability, which is always pleasing to guests, and 

It rest short of reasonably complete success. 



Ample accommodations are here offered for roo guests, 
a toliy-so per week: $2.50 to $3 per day ; 75 cents per 
d ; special rates for steady boarders, for which address the 
teprietor. All trains slop here from 20 minutes to a half ' 
r for refreshments, finding a regular dinner in readiness 
irarrival. PartiesbreaV.faaUug,lveTeTe3.ch.the Saransk 
-Si. £e£is lake houses at 5 v. m. 



^f^'frbm PfatubargM^aarliir^)^*auiSmith's, $4.50] 
to Montreal, $3; Boston, $1;; New York, $9,10. TnuDJ 
leaving I'latlsburgii at noon arrive at Albany in time fog 
night boat to New York j leaving Plattsburgli by night train 
(Wagner's sleqiiog cars attached) reach New York next 
morning. 

Pholographs of this house and grounds, and also of ih^ 
wonderful Ausable Chasm and the Adirondack mouiilailt 
and lakes may be seen at the office. An inspection of ibc 
sample books will give tourists the best possible means ol 
deciding on the merits of the natural attractions of tlie regioii 
they may propose to visit. 

One of the very pteasantest of excursions, is by steamer, 
from Platlsburgh to St. Albans bay and return, a dis- 
tance of about fifty miles, passing over a portion not seen in 
the regular route ihrougli ihe lake, among the i&lands which 
fill such a large proportion of northern Champlain, between 
Nortli and South Hero, and over the most celebrated fishing 
grounds of the lake. This region is growing in popularity 
among parties of both sexes who find, on the islands and 
beautifully wooded points, every attraction for lovers of 
nomadic life ; their ease of access, convenience to supplies, 
excellent fishing and freedom from the annoyances of deep 
forest camps renders this peculiarily attractive to all save the. 
most enthusiastic votary of wilderness shrine. 

In a private letter to the author, that enthusiastic sportSr 
man, Dr. G. F. Bixby, literary editor of the Plattsburgh 
SefniMican says : " In the universal rush for the ivoods and 
waters of the Adirondacks, Lake Champlain bas been shame* 
fully overlooked ; here are islands which now appear in all, 
their original beauty as when Champlain first saw them, th(t 
abode of eagles, so secluded are they, and here is better fisll- 
ing, all the year round, than any other body of water ia> 
Northern New York can boast of; big hungry fish, voracious 
pike, huge black bass, as well as the muscalonge — that 
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nearly extinct fish — the noblest and gamiest that swims, 
ready for the fisherman at all seasons ; one recently caught 
weighing upward of 31 pounds. In their season, water fowl 
abound — enormous black ducks and wild geese, with smaller 
game in abundance. Lake Champlain is also, of late, attract- 
ing the attention of canoeists, yatchtsmen (both steam and 
sail) and camping parties on account of facility of access 
from the Hudson and St. Lawrence for all kinds of craft; 
hospitality of inhabitants; pure air; pure water; delightful 
scenery, eligible camping grounds and abundant bases of 
supplies, all offering irresistable attraction to those unable to 
endure the fatigue incident to a lodge in the vast wilderness, 
or that other class who are * constitutionally tired,' and to 
whom distance lends enchantment to the view of Adirondack 
peaks. To such I offer a word of advice — halt near the 
north end of the lake, in some of the comfortable homes, 
whose doors will be thrown open for a moderate considera- 
tion, or encamp beneath the friendly shade of some island 
grove, where the punkies cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest." 

Cumberland Head is three miles distant. Near this 
^oint occurred the naval engagement of 18 14, before alluded 
to. North of this there is little to engage attention, save 
the continued quiet scenery of cultivated shore and pleasant 
headland, at which we will hastily glance and return. 

Isle La Motte is about 12 miles north of Cumberland 
Head. The ruins of Fort St. Ann, built by the French in 
1665, may still be seen at the north end of the island. At 
the south end is a valuable black marble quarry. 

Alburgh Tongue, the Point Algonquin of the French, is 
on the East as we near our journey's end; over, beyond 
this, is North Hero. Between them an opening presents 
itself, which is the entrance to Missisquoi bay. 



Rouses Point, accnrding to the United States coast sn 
Tcy, is about 107 miles north of Whitehall, although the dl 
vtation from the direct line made by the steamboat in makiiH 
the various landings increases ihe distance a numljer of milJ 
It ia not of very great interest The trains from Boston am 
the East here cross over the long bridge and westward ■ 
Ogdcnsburgh, while the Delaware and Hudson roll norm 
ward on the Grand Trunk road to Montreal. I 

Fort Montgomkrv, a litile way north of the long bridgi 
is an interesting ruin belonging to the United States, not yj 
completed. About a mile north of this a belt of woodUoi 
marks the boundary line between Ihe United St&tcs am 
Canada. I 

From Plattsburoh to St. Alban's Bay is s distancea 
about 15 miles. The general characteristics of scenery hsM 
been ahready noted. The fare by steamer is $1. 1 

Gordak's is on Grand Isle, usually called South IslanJ 
five miles from Plattsburgh, on a line with Cumberland Head 
During the summer a stage, connecting with the boat, run 
from the Iodine spring, on the east side of the island, thra 
miles distant, where accommodations can be found at 3 coin 
fortable hotel, conducted by Capt. Warren Corbin. Leaidq 
Gordan's, the boat passes north for some distance, tha 
turning east tbreads the narrow passage between North an 
South Hero. I 

1-aiid's Dock, 14 miles from Plattsburgh, is at the northeq 
extremity of South Island. In its immediate neighborhog 
are several fine camping places. A ferry connects So«8 
with North Hero at this point. Passing out of the nairOl 
strait the broad bosom of the east lake is revealed, sepa 
ated from the west by the islands and Alburgh Tongue [■jj 
feint line, away at the south, visible only under favoraM 
circumstances, indicates the position of Sand Bar bridd 
connecting South Island, near its southern extremity, wM 
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the mainland on the east. Ten miles from Ladd's we entet 

St. Alban's bay, and a stage ride of three miles (50 cents) 
brings us to the village itself, 

Sr. Aluans is situated on an upland, rising gradually east- 
ward from the lake shore. It is 65 miles south of MonCieal, 
264 from Boston and 342 from New York. The principal 
streets meet near the center of the village, the longest being 
about two miles in extent. Taylor Park has shade trees, 
spacious grounds and pleasant walks. Along the lower side 
are the various leading business houses ; a little farther down 
is the depot, the offices of the Central Vermont railroad, and 
the workshops belonging to that corporation. Grouped 
around the park are the churches and principal public build, 
ings. Here, also, are the hotels, the leading one of the 
town, the Welden House, occupying a commanding position 
on the north aide. 

The Welden House has well earned the reputation of 
being a pleasant and attractive place of summer resort, and an 
agreeable and comfortable house at all times ; the owners hav- 
ing spared no pains or expense in providing every accommo- 
dation that would conduce to the comfort of its guests. The 
house contains over 200 rooms, and is admirably arranged 
for private families, being furnished in the best of style with 
suites of rooms, of two or three and four, with the most per- 
fect arrangement for ventilation, and every thing on a massive 
and imposing scale. 

The location, as a summer resort, is all that could be 
desired, affording all the benefits of the mountain air com- 
bined with the cool and refreshing winds from Lake 
Champlaim, 

The proprietor, Thomas Lavender, for several years the 
manager of this popular and really superior house has 
an established reputation among summer travelers, the 
name alone being a sufficient guarantee of the exc^Ilenqr 
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«f the Cable and com]>leteness of nil anangements tendial 
to the comfort iir convenience of guests. Price for boanll 
transient, $j per day, with special rates for steady boarden 

The CHATEAtroAY Railroad is 34 miles long, extendiid 
from Platubujgh westerly to Rogerefield on the north slopd 
of Lyon Mountain. It comprises the road completed bj 
the State in 1878, from Pl.ittsburgh to Dannemora, an^ 
leased to the Chateaugay Railroad Company, and the toail 
from Danncmora to Chateaugay ore bed, built in 1879. 1 

The Chateaugay Railroad Company was organized am 
the 20th of May; work commenced on the 8th of June] 
track completed December 6 ; the first regular train rafl 
over the line on the 17th, and on the following day a traiJ 
of ore descended from the mine to Lake Champlain. FronI 
its inception until its completion the work was pushed in ■ 
tnaaner characteristic of its movers, Hon. Smith M. Wceq 
and Andrew Williams, who have been potent agents in thd 
development of this section, and prominently identified wtUi 
ahnost every enterprise for advancing the interests of tha 
western shore of Lake Champlain, 1 

The Chateaugay Ore and Iron Company is a joini 
stock corporation with a capital of one and one-half miUioifl 
dollars, formed May 3, 18S1. Hon. Andrew William^ 
President; A. L. Inman, General Manager. It include* 
among its Stockholders, prominent capitalists of New Vorlq 
and Pennsylvania, representing more than two hundred mill 
lions of dollars. The enterprise is not a bubble, but has beeafl 
tried and proven by the prime movers, Messrs. Williamsana 
Weed, who are the largest individual shareholders, and wheJ 
jhSKI to a large extent, dii^tate the policy of the new adminisJ 
tratioD. The property includes the Chateaugay ore bed antfl 
separators; forge at lieimont; kilns at Chazy Lake; foigd 
and blast-furnace at Plattsburgh; the Williams' forges at ClaM 
burg h and Russia ; 80,000 acres of land, and the Chateaugan 
lad fully ei7iti/^7ied 2 4(1^11 if ifluMllfJf nmtimg CT&ei. i 
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Dannemora is 17 miles from, and 1,300 feet above 
Plattsburgh. The road runs south for a short distance oul 
past the U. S. Barracks, then swings around toward the 
west and crossing the Saranac River, 10 miles from Platts- 
burgh, climbs diagonally up out of the valley, affording a 
grand prospect of Lake Champlain at the east, with old 
Whiteface and the other great peaks away off at the south. 

Clinton Prison is situated at this point. They always 
have a number of people of leisure here who pass their time 
in meditation, making nails, cracking ore and in other con- 
genial pursuits. 

The Clinton House is opposite the entrance to the 
prison grounds. Board, $2 per day ; $7 per week. O. B. 
Bromley, proprietor. 

From Dannemora, the road swings westerly around the 
south side of Johnson Mountain, and north near the west 
shore of Chazy Lake, then west and southerly to the mines, 
running seventeen miles to reach a point ninle miles 
distant. 

Chazy Lake is nearly four miles long by one wide, and 
has a comfortable hotel, the Lake House, which may be 
reached by boat from Coal Kiln Junction, from which point 
it is visible across on the east side, or by private convey- 
ance from Dannemora, 5^ miles by road. Capacity, 25^ 
Board, $8 per week ; $2 per day. Address M. V. B. Bates. 

Rogersfield, known originally as Lyon Mountain, was 
given its present name in honor of Edmund I-.aw Rogeis 
of Baltimore. The place, which in 1878 contained only a 
few scattered houses, is now a thriving town of about 1,300 
inhabitants, with store, hotel and with Roman Catholic and 
M. E. Churches — peculiarly a mining town with an air of 
newness on everything, and marks of its business every- 
where, but thrift and order apparent, and, unlike the aver- 
age mining town, so entirely under the control of its ma& 
agers that the rougher element, the gambler and the roB 
seller can gain no foot-hold. 



The Ore Bed, of unknowo extent, opencil here at nca^^| 
3,000 feet above Lake Champlain, is well worth a viS^H 
Here the ore may be seen drawn up out of the mines, toasUfH 
in kilns, crushed and conning, washed dean, from the septal 
rators, loaded in cars, weighed and started on its joum^H 
down the road. The locomotives used here will duw fora^| 
unloaded "Jimmeys" up the mountain, and will handle foigH 
loaded with six tons of ore in each on the descent. ^H 

A road from this point to Paul Smith's via I-oon ac^H 
Rainbow lakes, is in process of construction, and it is ^^M 
pected that stages will be running over it in 1883. Distaa^H 
about twenly-seven miles. ^M 

The Lyon Mountain House located here, gives goo^| 
substantia] board at $9 per week ; $z per day, and will fn^| 
nish conveyance to Ralph's or points beyond. One pass^^J 
ger to Ralph's $1; three or four for $3. ^H 

Upper Chateaugay Lake is nearly five miles in leng^H 
by two broad, with alternate sandy beach and rocky shoreJB 
It has a number of attractive private camps and cottages. ■ 

Ralph's is on the east shore of the lake 3^ miles frosH 
Rogersfield. The old house known formerly as 'i "upperf^B 
Hotel has been repaired, a roomy piazza added, docJoH 
built, boat houses, bams, etc., put in order, and surroundindB 
made as attractive as possible. Telegraph office in Hi^M 
house. Will provide for fifty visitors. Board $7 to $ijM 
per week ; $2 per day. Address M, D. Ralph, RogCl^H 
field, Clinton County. ^H 

Steamer" Jennie" makes two trips daily to Lower La^^f 

Merrill's is near the outlet, terms, etc., unknotl^| 
Three miles of winding stream known as the Narrows leads J 
into the Lower Lake which is also nearly three miles long. 

The Chathaugav Lake House is neai the outlet. Capa- 
city for thirty. Board $ro per week ; $1-50 per day. Lewis 
Bellows, proprietor. Address Chateaugay Lake. Eight 
■fitiks DOTth of tlie outlet is Chateaugay Statioo. Spj 
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The Ausable Branch R. R. extends from Plattsburgh 
20 miles in a south-westerly direction to Ausable Station on 
the river of the same name, nine miles above Keeseville. 
Three miles further up the river is Ausable Forks, from 
which point, three routes diverge : i. To Keene Valley (20 
miles, stage daily) through l^ower and Upper Jay ; 2. To 
Lake Placid (25 miles) via Wilmington, at the east base of 
Whiteface Mountain; and 3. Via Franklin Falls and Bloom- 
ingdale to the St. Regis and Saranac region. 

French's Hotel is 18 miles from Ausable Station, lying 
nearly north from the summit of Whiteface Mountain, to 
which it is the point of departure from this direction. A 
passable wagon road leads up the mountain side, four and 
one-half miles; from thence a foot path runs about two miles 
to the summit, a portion of the distance up the natural 
stairway of a mountain torrent, passing secluded pools and 
picturesque cascades on the way.* At the north is the sharp 
cone of Catamount Mountain, whose scarred sides and 
naked ledges would be remarkable anywhere. 

French's is the regular dining place for passengers by stage 
to and from the Saranac and St. Regis lakes, and provides 
an exceptionally good meal at 75 cents. The price for 
regular board is $8 to $12 per week; $1.50 per day. Address 
R. L. French, Franklin Falls. ' 

This is the regular route to be followed when the objective 
point is Paul Smith's or the Saranacs ; passing via Franklin 
Falls to Bloomingdale (10 miles distant), where roads diverge 
to the various resorts. (See page 91.) 

If, however, Wilmington and Lake Placid are to be visited, 
be pleased to come with the professor and I, as in pursuance 
of the narrative portion of this work, we were whirled away 
from Ausable Station, on the road to Wilmington, and where, 
as we drew up in front of the hotel, we were met by a big 
square-looking fellow, with pants in boots and fun in his 
clear blue eye. We e\iQ^\ted if he was landlord, and with 
a quizzicai \oo\l dawn a^ \!cv& ^o^^l«v% O^^'Oc^^'s^^V^ ^^^^5L-, 

^ A camp ^ r li lllililMiMiMMi— i^^ Hi 



" WeD, 1 don't know. It's been so long since we luil aa 
cumpany, that it don't pay to kee}) a landlord." Then fl 
look us inside, built up a rousing tire, and in a short tin 
gave us a dinner that could not fjul to satisfy. I 

WtLMlNGTPN gives marked evidence of former prosperM 
in its churches — Methodist, Presbyterian and Lutheran— a 
manufactories ; forge, saw, starch and grist mills, and oiu 
buildings which show that, at some time, it has been a cenfl 
of no mean importance. At present it is a pleasant 1it|| 
hamlet, combining the old and ihe new picluresqilM 
enough, and beautifully located on the west branch of tM 
Ausable river, where it flows along the oast base of Whid 
face Mountain. I 

The Store's rforsE now dispenses hospitality in plafl 
of the old Mountain House, where we went on our fiH 
visit ; and in place of Baldwin you will be met by Ihe ™ 
eran Ira H. Slorrs, who, with infirmities that would end 
one less energetic, still preserves tlie clear eye and rcaa 
laugh of a boy, and who, on his wooden supports, gred 
the visitor with a right-royal welcome seldom experience 
placing him at once in possession of the best tliat frien^ 
ness can provide, or a genial country hospitality suggej 
Here arrangements can be made for Ihe ascent of WhUl 
face Mountain, and guides, horses and lunch procured, ^ 
well as carriages far transportation to other parts of tbj 
country. The house will accommodate thirty ; board pC 
week, $8 ; day, $2.00; meals 75 cents. 

The distance from Wilmington to Ausable Station is t] 
miles. Private conveyance, $2.00. To Flume and Litcll 
Falls, z miles ; to Big Falls, 4 miles ; to Lake Placid, Ifj 
miles. Wilmington is by far the best point from which fl 
make the ascent of Whiteiace Mountam. The cost d 
guides is $2.50 ; guide ami horse, $5 ; sailille horse aloiH 
$4. Address Ira H. Siorrs, Wilmington, Kssex county. I 




^ UT off from its kindred on the si 
(lington Notch, and on the noi 
: almost as deep, pyramidal in 
' although somewhat the longest 
' south, its base clothed in inky spruce 

balsams, its naked granite head among the 

i clouds " Old Whiteface " stands one of 

the finest mountain peaks in the Adlra^ 

" riltell you what I'll do," said our vraimt 
hearted landlord at nif^ht as we sat dlsCUSf>~ 
ing pro and con the ascent of " Old Wblttt-* 
fece." " if you will stay over 1 will take yaftC 
ve can convenientlf ■* 
the top with yon fgi 



It'n the gnndeat mountain view to be had in the Adirondacka, 
and I don't want you to go away without seeing rt" Of 
course we accepted, only insisting that he go with us. So at 
nine in the morning, with the thermometer at 48, we set out 
up the mountains ; we left the wagon which returned to the 
hole], with instructions to meet us at sunsi^t. and proceeded 
up the bridle path toward the summit, traveling about a mile 
westerly then turning toward the south, entered the standing 
timber and began the ascent in earnest. 

At the end of a hair hour we had gone another mile and came 
out on an open space called ''Lookout Point," half way to 
the summit Here the blueberries grewthick, and we scraped 
whole handfiils from the bushes and ate them — in ten minutes 
gathering all we cared for. Then we resumed our course and 
pressed upward through the dark woods, scrambling up the 
steep path where great rocks alternated with pools of black 
mack in a semi-liquid state, trodden and mijted by horses" feet, 
and we wondered that horses could climb such places with a 
hundred and filly to two hundred pounds of humanity on their 
back : but Baldwin said to his knowledge not an accident 
further than being lost for a night, ever happened on the 
mountain. We reached the shanty, three-fourths of a mile 
from the summit, a iittle past noon, and here occurred a des- 
perate encounter between three men on the one side and six 
slices of bread and butter, supported by other fixtures, on the 
other, which resulted in their total defeat and destruction. 

The shanty is in a small clearing, at the highest point where 
wood and water can be obtained, has log sides, with a roof, 
part canvass, part bark. Within is a parlor and cook stove; 
along one side, raised a little above the floor, a platform that 
looked as though it might do service as Brigham Young's 
family bedstead, was covered with spruce and hemlock 
branches, and blankets. A sort of cross between a stairway 
and ladder led up to the ladies' dormitory under the sharp 
roof, through which the stars could peep in places. Here, in 
the bed which was over nearly the entire floor, "permiscus 
like," we could discover signs of the tender feeling with which 
the &irsex was regarded — in the springy moss and fine leaves 
j«bich had been stripped from the hemlock branches, on wbicitu , 




•■ Pretty ruugli work," s;tid Baldwin, " but hundreds of pi 
bine up every year and ride clear to the top. A big d 
B here from Buffalo with his family and a four-horse ti 
t he had been all over the country with — a very valul 
I, too, — and when he said he was going to the top oiM 
fountain with them I tried to stop him, and I offered t 
teses that were accustomed to the road for nothing, i 

I have him hurt his, but no; 'other horses have 1 
tere, have they not ? ' said he, and when I told him yei 
'then mine can go;' so he took them out of | 
las and put his wife, a woman that would weigh I 
KflaiiTed, on the Sriest one of the lot and started, and ] 
^4 f*"" I l*new something would happen, and they rodet 
IQTses to thevery top and just turned around and"- 
ized down over the fearful precipice at nur feetwhitel 
!(irts seemed to cease their motion as he slowly conclude^ 
■sd rode down again without getting a scratch 1 " 
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Old Whuekack. 



lut how can ladles manage lo kucp i>n Uie hoTses' backs, 
irc it seems .itmost Impossible for ihc horse to gel along 

mo ? " 
Manage!" said he. "tikea man, of course, astride, and il 
makes iiic laugh to see tiieni aomctimes when they tind thnl 
they've got to go in that way. So modest when they start. 
some of them, tli;it they arc dicidfully afraid of showinjj their 
fttt, but they soon get over that and come dowD with colurs 
flying. I d'm't know as they would ever have done it if 
Mrs, Murray. wife of the Rev, Adirondack Murray, hadn't set 
the titshion herself. She's a dashing, independent sort of 
woman, who dim't lei thoughts of what people may say inter- 
fere with her plans. Well, after Mrs. Murray set tiie example:, 
we had no difficulty, and nuw lots of them go up in that way; 
as. with the horses we have and a guide at their sides, there 
is not the slightest danger in making the ascent" The regu- 
lar price for a horse and guide is six dollars, or four dollars for 
the horse ulonc ; hut unless a lady Is perfectly at home in the 
saddle, she will be apt to wish she was "at home " in reality. 
It is needless to add that the Turkish costume is considered 
the most appropriate for this style of amusement 

All the way up we had noticed fresh tr.icks made by three 
several persons — one, a man's, which also appeared to have 
descended, and two evidently made by ladies^ one short and 
thick, the other slender and dainty in its manner of touching 
the ground . It had been a matter of wonderment to us. and 
"Little Foot-prints." as we styled the owner of the dainty 
stepping foot, was a constantly recurring subject of specula- 
tion. "Where is Little Foot-printa.^ who is she? is she 
pretty? — of course. And the other — why are they appar- 
ently alone, when the Big Foot has gone back ? " questions 
that we hoped soon to solve ; questions that preyed upon the 
Professor, as the oft-twirled moustache and passage of bis 
fingers through his auburn locks would seem to indicate. Of 
course it was nothing to me, and only out of mere curiosity 
that I managed to reach the top first, but " where was Little 
Foot-prints ? " Not there, certainly, for the summit, the sides 
and the backbone of the mountain up over which we had 
passed were primeval, unyielding rock. They had not r©* 
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tamed by the path ; they might have plunged down the sides 
in some other direction, but the feeling took possession of us 
that our " Little Foot-pnnts " had taken wings and flown up 
among the angels, just a little higher than where we stood. 

How can I describe it — the wonderful beauty of the dayf 
the clear, crisp atmosphere surrounding us — the great puF- 
ple-rimmed basin, in the center of which, lifted up on a pin- 
nacle, we stood, while the mighty, sweeping dome of heaven 
came down all around and blended with the mountain edges. 
A keen, wintry blast sweeping past, penetrating even through 
the heavy blankets that we had brought from the house below ; 
the bits of ground frozen nearly as hard as the rock on which 
they rested ; every stunted bush and blade of coarse g^rass 
which clung to the wind-swept summit gleaming with frost 
needles and sparkling like spun glass in the bright sunshine 
while below, the country lay spread out in the glory of its 
autumnal dress, its gold and crimson, brown and green, its 
pearly lakes and threads of silver, its purple hills and mellow 
•r distance, over which lay a mantle of tender blue haze, seen 
omly in autumn — not smoke — but something that suggests 
the thought of the myriad millions of pale, sweet ghosts of 
falling leaves and d3ring flowers. Back toward the north ran 
the sharp ridge up which we had toiled, naked and dark for a 
quarter of a mile, then a stunted growth of balsams gnarled 
and twisted ; a few live branches low down at the surface, the 
tops dead and dry; then, as we look further the spruce and 
cedar grow dark and thick down to the belts of birches and 
maples below. Away off to the east is Lake Champlain, lost 
in the mist toward the north, shut in by the Green Mountains, 
and beyond, the white hills of old New England. To the 
south lay the great peaks of the Adirondacks. " Haystack,' 
"Marcy " — the cloud-piercer of the Indians, ** Golden," with 
the white track of the avalanche down its side, and others — 
a long line of giants, their dark blue crests rising like ocean 
billows — grand and changeless in their mighty forms, over- 
whelming in their sublimity. 

Away toward the west a lower set of mountain waves are 
seen, over a comparatively level tract of country cut and out- 
''ned with a confused network of ponds and streams, with 
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nere and there a broad, shining sheet of wnter : Lake 1*li 
at our feet,' the Saranacs and Big Tapper's farther away, a 
host of others, too aumerous to mention, while ove 
pie rocky rim of the mountains to the north stretched I 
&Jnt blue of the level Canadas, through which was the silv 
gleam of the mighty St. Lawrence. 

Turning once more toward the grand Indian pass > 
the fields of North Elba, and — a mere speck — the home 7t 
reBtlog olace of old John Brown. Prom the pass above. 1 
Ausable rises and comes toward us : here and there we c 
glimpses of it. a mere thread, through Wilmington H( 
under the great wall, through the natural Qume at our 
past the little village and away to Keeseville beyond whichfl 
plunges down over the rocks at Birmingham, and fi 
way out through the dark chasm to Lake Champlain. 

Seventy years ago an avalanche of loose stones and t^j 
gathered moss and vegetable deposit of ages went down t 
western slope of this mountain and the exposed surfafl 
whiter than the rest, is said to have given it the n 
there is a more reasonable theory, as the line can hardly t 
noticed unless covered with snow, that the old giant's 
brow, for so long a period covered with snow, suggest 
name of " Old Whiteface." On the topmost point, firmly ^ 
tached to the rock, we found the card of the chief of the A 
rondack Survey, a metallic disk with this inscription : 
face Mountain, Station No. a. Verplanck Colvin, S. N. 
Adirondack Survey, 1873." All around, the surface of 
rock was scarred and chiseled with the names of former v 
ors while on one, cut deep and clear, were the words. 



and every heart joined with that grand old mountain peak q 
saying, '* thanks be to God for the mountains," A great, dat4| 
I itch en-cove red, chaotic mass of broken rock forms the sunj 
mit; to the north and south the ascent is i^radual. t 
either side it is almost perpendicular for many feet, then ci 
outward and is covered by the dark evergreens. We g 
down from the dizzy height. 
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We marked our homeward course through the glistening 
lakes* away around the blue serrated summit of Mount Sew- 
ard, then started on our descent. A sudden exclamation from 
our g^ide brought us to his side, where he was inspecting 
what we took to be the track of a naked foot 

" What is it ? " 
, "A bar — been here since we went up — going down, proba- 
bly, to the blueberry patch. We may see him if we go careful." 

And carefully we went, following the track along out to the 
blueberry patch, and there we lost it We waited, watched 
and ate berries until the shadow of the mountain like a great 
pyramid reached out and touched the little village ; then we 
started. 

"Maybe you'cf better lead," said Baldwin, making a desper- 
ate effort to keep his feet from getting the advantage of him, 
while an ax, tin pail and sundry other articles jingled and 
thumped about on every side. " It bothers me to have folks 
treading on my heels." So lead we did — the result of which 
may be inferred from a remark he was overheard to make that 
night, to the effect that it beat somethin-or-other how them 
fellows came down that mountain, *' and," said he, " when I'd 
get some ways behind I'd drop into a dog trot to catch up, 
then I'd hear that little fellow snicker and the long-legged 
one would cover six feet at a step." 



CHAPTER VI. 
"ON THE ROAD." 



"Joka Brown'i bori» ll» ■.moulderlnB la the gnn*, 
- A M( MUl coci miiohlni! on." - OU StMf. 

HE morning following our ascent otxjld White 
fece, ho had draped his shoulders in a mantle 
of mist, modestly hiding his face in the clouds, 
and although the sun came out toward aooo 
ind the clouds went scurrying across the sky 
liltc a routed army before the advance of an 
enemy, a legion still hung around his Iron 
head, skulked in the rents and hollows of his 
furrowed side and crowded close under the 
lee of his protecting form. It was interesting 
to watch this vast host — this white-robed 
army of the sky —seeming almost human in 
it!' maneuverings to gain a place of safety 
R the fierce west winds which tore it into fragments and 
strung it out into shreds, and rolled it up into great balls to 
be dashed against the mountain, and separating, pass on either 
side to wheel into line beyond, or entering the surface current 
mount up the steep, and shooting out over the sharp crest. 
curl downward into the billowy mass below, where it clung 
like some tattered signal of distress, its ragged, wind-whipped 
end stretching away out toward the east. 

After dinner we took a carriage, sandwitched the driver b 
tween us, and started for North Elba, Att. Ctyne was t 
driver's name, a pleasant young fellow, who had rather h^ 
or tell a good story than to eat, and that is saying a good de| 
for him . He inaugurated a scries by telling of the w( 
speed of the particular beast behind which we were riding 
falTuth .1 which he would demonstrate when we arrived t 
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a suitable piece of road. We never came to that suitable 
pieqe. Once we thought we had, and he encouraged her a 
little with the whip. She felt encouraged for about ten feet, 
and then rested while we got out and strapped a couple ot 
pieces of whiffletree together which we had discovered dang- 
ling at her feet ; then we went ahead carefully. About two 
miles south of Wilmington is the natural flume, a long furrow 
through the rock like the track of a giant plowshare, through 
which the water shoots like a flash of light. Some call it a 
wonder ; but, with the fellow at Niagara, we might say " it 
would be a greater wonder if the water dtdn*t come down, it 
comes so easy^" Our road still led up along the river, now 
flashing out broad in the sunlight as it rippled over the stones, 
now quiet, and then plunging over the " big falls " seeming to 
lose itself in the cavernous depths below. 

Wilmington Pass is the natural gateway to North Elba 
from the north, a notch cut out of the mountain, through 
which the west branch of the Ausable flows, it is one of the 
finest, if not the finest, combination of river, rock and moun- 
tain scenery to be found in the Adirondacks, and was especi- 
ally beautiful in its autumn dress, as we saw it on that early 
October day. The road ran along up by the river, fringed and 
canopied by the crimson and yellow maples, the great, ragged, 
rough-aimed birches, the cone-shaped balsam, the dainty- 
limbed tamarack and scarlet-berried mountain ash. The pass 
seems to have been caused by some mighty power that turn- 
ing neither to the right nor left, struck this mountain range 
and passed through and onward, carrying every thing before 
it out on the plam beyond, leaving the broken walls on either 
side to frown down on the torn rocks below, and, when the 
tempest raged, to thunder back defiance at each other. Then 
time covered the rocks with mosses, the floods brought 
rich offerings and dropped them in the bottom-land, trees 
sprang up and others found lodgment in the cleft rocks, and 
now all is covered with nature's mantle. No, not all^ for at 
our left, the naked rock rises up, straight up, fully five hun- 
dred feet, at places even projecting beyond its base and seem- 
ing ready to fall as great masses have already fallen, through 
and around which the road ^oes, at times with barely suflici- 

NoTE— The ■NoTCKlilo\3%it\&?!c»\AsfcNcaTti^<»ltwcw'^*-^^^ will accommodate 

ao ; board pet "wedt, $7 ; 603, %\.^ ; ^ «!oJ» v« xcfta^. ^ ,^ , K^'5a^^x^^,a«R. 



"On tub Road.' 



!^^ 



ent room to pua between them mnd the narrow, swift-ma nlng 
river on the other lide. Across the river at our right !• s 
narrow fringe of bottom-Und ticca, then rising, preclpia 
ftbove precipice, and cliff on cliff, ia Old Whitcface. his t 
wttshed by the river, his bead atill among the clouds, a 
There stands that fast beast out to the full extent of the rei^ 
with the pieces of broken whiffletrce on either side, 

"Gr — roop!" The sound was richly musical and unm 
tskably African for "get-up." We were resting, if you plea 
threeof us in abu^y. right in the middle of the road, I 
Professor and I rapturously enjoying the lovely scenery ai 
innocently talking about subjects entirely foreign to the » 
aition, white "Att." sat squeezed in between us, holding o 
one end of the reins and using some very choice language in 
regard to the mare who stood out at the other, looking arouhd 
occasionally to see why some one didn't make a move to g 
her back where she belonged. 

" Gr-roop I " Letters cannot express the sound, 
nearest approach to it is when some sea-sick mortal rush 
the vessel's side and vainly attempts to give up his own 
ner to the fishes. We got out and tied the traces back to ti 
crOM-bar, put the broken whtfBetree in the wagon and si 
" forward to make repairs. 

"Gr-roop!" whaeA/ & p 

of sorry-looking objects i{ 

peared over the brow 

little knoll behind us, i 

slowly as rises the state 

ship above the watery h 

:;on. first two pairs of hal 

;, then a pair of v 

.j,^ KsfcJJMVgJJJ'WBifJWIHg '^'^ heads swaying from s 

"^^mrmmmmmm^^^^mv ^'^ s\6e, then their i 

'' forms loomed above 

indy horizon, and w 

"oB-n... I upthroughaswayinglhicld 

•f legs and straps and wooden bars 

11 
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" Camels, by dam ! " said the Professor excitedly, catching 
tight of whst appeared to be the hump peculiar to the ** ship 
jf the desert" 

No» not camels, Professor, but ancient specimens of horse 
architecture ; style, gothiq, -with a tendency toward many 
gables, and that which you think the hump is a French roof 
of bufifalo skin to protect them, or the harness, or both, from 
the rain. Framed in nature's noblest mold those beasts un- 
doubtedly were ; but the party who supplied the flesh was 
apparently short of material, or else they were clothed in 
their summer suit Their harness fenced them in and bound 
them round about suggesting suspicion of a latent fire within 
that might, if aroused, burst forth and rend straps of an 
ordinary width, as the lightning shivers the mighty oak.— . 
Straps ? they crossed and covered those noble animals until 
they looked like a railroad map of Massachusetts, and at 
every crossing was a big patch of bufifalo skin. They looked 
kindly at us, with eyes out of which all coltish frivolity had 
long since flown. Then the expression seemed to change to 
one of mild surprise as the wagon gently pressed against them 
and they found it easier to trot down the hill than to hold 
back. As they forged up alongside they stopped. They had 
evidently been driven by a sewing machine agent or some 
candidate for ofiice, and thought they must stop for every 
man they saw. We instantly propounded the following co- 
nundrum to the driver : 

** Why can't we ride in that extra seat ? " 

He gave it up at once and we got aboard the buckboard. 
"Gr-roop ! " whack I we were under way. The driver was a 
good-looking fellow, intelligent, well-informed, and decidedly 
attractive in his way, even if his skin was a few shades darker 
than regulation and his hair unexplorable in its kinkiness. 
We inquired his destination and he told us North Elba. As 
St Helena suggests the first Napoleon, so North Elba brings 
with it the picture of an old man with white hair and flowing 
white beard, crazy some said, but with wonderful method in 
his madness ; a carpet-bagger in Kansas, where he took an 
active part in the troubles which in 1856 assumed the formid* 
able proportions of a civil war ; the " Old man of Osawato- 
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marked by dissensions and blood- 
to murder in the name of freedom 
and read his Bible all th« 
time- who in 1859, with a \ 
mere handful of men, . ( 
atiuck the first hard blow 1 
at the institution of slavery I 
in the South, and which, T 
probably, more than th9 J 
eloquence of all the PhiUl 
lips and Sumners 
world, tended to precipi- 
tate the war by which, 
through rivers c " ' " 
four million slaves went 
free. He was called 
visionary," "an old fool," . 
but men who have given J 
the subject study say that 
it was the best or^nized 
/ ,* yK? conspiracy that ever failed, 

the entire Southern States. 
The blow struck at Harper's Ferry was to be the signal for a 
general uprising of the blacks, but ho misjudged his 1 
tnd — failed. 

A fonatic he undoubtedly was. He seemed to feel that J 
he was specially caHed not only to free but to educate the i 
blocks. He secured a large tract of lund here at North • 
Elba to demonstrate his theory, and had established quite a 
colony. Then feeling that the time had come, he, with three 
sons, ason-in-lawand a few others who had become converted 
to his beliefs twenty-two in all — played at Harper's Ferry— 
and lost. They were soon surrounded, and the negroes, to 
whom they trusted so much, let them fight it out alone. One | 
son escaped, another was shot dead, and still another lay 
dying by his side, while the old man fought on ; and at last. 
when ovcqjowered and compelled to surrender, he locked the 
oeciets he possessed in his breast that his friends might not 
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suffer, and died as he had lived, firm in the faith that in soma 
manner he was the divinely appointed agent who was to lead 
his children out of the land of bondage. He murmured not 
against the people for whom he suffered, who had deserted 
him in his direst need, but stopped to kiss a little negro baby 
on his way to the scaffold, seeming to show by the act, how 
willingly he laid down his life for them and the cause he had 
espoused. 

Then the body of old John Brown, the convicted murderei 
— this felon with the mark of the hangman's rope on his 
neck — was taken down from the gallows and borne through 
the country whose laws he had transgressed, while bells tolled 
and cities were draped in mourning for his sake, to his old 
home among the mountains — For he had said : " When I die, 
bury me by the big rock where I love to sit and read the word 
of God," and there, one terribly cold day in bleak December, 
a few who had loved the old man, laid his body and covered 
it up in the frozen ground, 

** And his soul goes marohlng on.** 

Yes, the spirit of old John Brown goes marching on, and 
with it, keeping time to the music of the old song, whole 
armies marched to battle, and with the victory came that for 
which the old man worked and died. 

" Gr-roop ! " whtickl Back to the reality of a darkey belab- 
oring a pair of absent-minded and almost absent-bodied 
horses, and they supremely unconscious of the fact. We ven- 
tured to inquire if our driver was one of John Brown's pet 
lambs, and he with, as Mrs. Partington would say, considerable 
"asparagrass," gave us to understand that he was not. 

"He established a colony of blacks up here, didn't he?" 

" Yes, sah, but they ain't heah now. We are the only family 
of colo'd folks in town." 

" Where are they now? " 

"All gone." "Gr-roopI " whack/ " See dat boss— Gone; 
nobody knows where." 

" How many were there of them ? " 

" Mebbe fifteen or twenty families — don't know ; didnl 'j 
think much of 'em." 



"Sl&ves, I suppose, that the aid innn haA run in h«re fl 
Ine South?" 

"No. Bull, not one. O'langr* 

" Where rfirf he get Ihom ? " 

*■ Oh. from New York, moslly, 1 gTicss — not much bl:couh| 
Ni^ets. Gr-roop ! what you 'bout ? " 

•' He was generally en n si tie re i1 a fnnntic, wasn't he?" 

"Sah?" 

" Vou thought him a monomaniac?" 

"A — yes, sah. Ge-/a>^, thah." 

■• you say they are all gone ; what has become of them ? " 

••Don't know; they couldn't ninkea livin' heah : too c 
frir 'em ; wa'nt much used to work, I guess, an' couldn't si 
the kind they got henh. Moat of *ern wa) barbers a 
wbo thought they wouldn't have nothing to do when tM 
come heah, an' after the old man died they couldn't get alotlj 



so they dugout. : 

ole niggah froze to death." 
" How was that ? " 
" Well, he went out hum 

in the woods. He had a c 



eof I 



) died, an' on 



! day in winter and got lol 
rnpaas with him, but when thn 



found him they found where he had sat down on a log a 
fi/cJted Ai's comfiasi U pUca, and thea sot then t\\\ he froze ^ 
death." 

It is a well-known fact that some unused to the woods n 
become so effectually " turned around " that they will be a 
tain that something is the matter with the compass to n 
it point wrong, and even distrust the sun itself if it happM 
to be in a different position from that which they think i 
ot^A/ to be. 

" Dem hosses gettin' kinder tired," remarked their mast8| 
" don't get along over fit's road very fast" 

We accepted the information with polite incredulity, as 4 
becoming in those to wham an unnoticed fact is first n 
(pparent. 

" Been on the road a whole week — " 

"Getting from the Forks?" we innocently inquired. 

IpOb. DO. sah : it's only fiftee;* miles to 'Sable Porks. I'lj 
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been carryin' a young lady 'round to see the countiry, drivia 
them hosses steady for a week — " 

"Without feeding? Well, now, I don't wonder they — " 

"No, no, sah ; I feed 'em reg'lar, only they run out all sum- 
mer an' I haven't got the hard feed in 'em yet. They ain't 
very faX just now, but they's good hosses for all that. " 

Then he whipped up lively for two or three rods past a 
hanty, where we saw Att. busily engaged on what he was 
pleased to call a whiffletree, to take the place of the broken 
one. Then we bnHe good-bye to our sable friend and sat 
down by the river-side to make a sketch of the scene. Feeble 
and unsatisfactory, perhaps, but a shadow, at least a sugges- 
tion, of foaming, sparkling sun-bright water, dancing along 
among the stones ; great, shaggy, yellow birches, golden 
beeches, crimson maples and tangled depths of dark green, 
while through openings in the trees, the gray cliff showed 
grand and strong, appearing even grater than itself through 
the tender blue of the luminous haze that intervened. Then 
we all got in behind the fast horse and continued on our waj. - 
Up along the river, through a dark, level tract, almost a swamps ;; 
where the balsams grew thick and the trailing moss hung is 
masses from their branches, out into the open country, when 
we saw pleasant homes, well tilled fields, and the river wind- 
ing smoothly through the fertile meadows of North Elba. 

After a while we came to a place where the houses were t 
little nearer together than anywhere else along the roa4 9^ 
we called that North Elba ; but the population is rather '"" " 
at the best, and the country to a great extent devoted 
grazing and grass growing. Winter up there seems to be 
chief season and never disappoints them in coming, and J 
seldom that a year passes when snow is not seen on the mi 
tains near by every month excepting August It is said 
very healthy, so much so that the only manner of taking 
is a habit they have of freezing to death, and when this 
pens, as is often the case in summer, they do not find it 
essary to bury them, but (if Att is to be believed) simply I 
them away somewhere exposed to the pure balsamic air ai 
in the course of six or seven weeks they moss over. Jd 
Brown was only covered up as a protection against caiiod 




^^^ North Elba. ^T 

famiten. who have ti habit of chopping off plecca of fosalli 
and tb« like, and who have broken off pieces of his tombstone 
to tach an extent that it had to be boxed up to keep enough 
for directory purposes. 

Here at North Elba we strike the post-road, running in » 
north-westerly direction from Eli/abcthtown to the Saranac 
lakes. Tuning to the right we proceeded abuul a miic u 
at the entrance to a lane, which led off toward ihe south, i 
(aw a sign bearing tlie inscription, " John brown Farm, ReJ 
besbments IT desired " (at least that is what we made it out U 
be), together with an index finger, which was probably painted 
by aomeadmirer of the old man's to indicate his present homa^ 
which direction, if followed, would take the traveler si 
degrees higher than we could hope to get in the Adirondack), I 
BO we took the middle course — the lane — through a strip of 1 
tvoods, into the open field, and with the dusk of a solemn twi- 
light settling down over us, stood by the great rock that he 
loTed so well and by the side of which, at his own requst, he 
mricd. The farm is shut in on all sides by the thick ■ 
I forests which, on the south, stretch 
i away in unbroken solitude to Indian 
§ Pass and the great peaksof the Adl- 
rondacks. It has been purchased by 
mpany at whose head as prime 
r stands Kate Field, and now 
I held as a sort of public park which 

annually visited by hundreds wbo,J 

I from curiosity or reverence for thu^ 

I old saint, make pilgrimages to thein 

:a Ql fanaticism. The house a: 

lutbuildings stand in theopenfieldjS 

I near by is the " big rock " and grave 

inded by a rough board fencoi 

As we entered the inciosure a 

;le girl came out to remove the boig 

■ from the headstone, which it v 

I found necessary to cover 

I serve from the destroying hand of 

I the relic-hunter. Unlocking and 
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removing the box we saw an old fashioned, time-stained, 1 
granite-like stone, the comers chipped and broken ofl^ and i 
defaced so that in places some of the inscription was entirdj 
gone. The upper hall was in the quaint characters of ^ye 
olden time," the lower half of a recent date; the face bore the ] 
following inscription : i 

i 
" In memory of Capt*" John Brow Who Died At Newyork 

Sept' Ye 3 1776 in the 42 year of his Age. 

"John Brown Bom May 9 1800 was txtcuied at CharUstm^ ! 
Va, Dec. 2. 1859. 

*• Oliv£R Brown Bom Mar. 9, 1839, was KilUd at Harpers . 
Ferry Oct. 17. 1859." ^ i 

On the back was the following: 

" In memory of Frederick son of John and Dianth Brown, 
Bom Dec 21. 1830 and murdered at Osawatomie, Kansas, Aug' 
50. 1856 for his adherence to the cause of Freedom." 

" Watson Brown, Born Oct 7, 1835 was wounded at Harpen 
Ferry & died Oct. 19, 1859." 

The grave was strewn with faded flowers ; a florist^s leaden 
cross and crown filled with the same lay on the little mound, 
and under it the body of Old John Brown, alone I of his large 
family not one remaining to watch over him, but in their place 
strangers, who knew less of the old man than we who lived 
far away. His widow, and five children out of his twenty, are 
still living, it is said, scattered over the West, some of them I 
in California, some nearer. 

The stone which marks the head of his grave was brought 
from Massachusetts and placed where it now stands, and W6 
were told that the " Capin " John Brown, whoso name heads 
the list, was his father, in which case (if the Captain was his 
father) he must have been born an orphan, as this one died 
something over twenty-three years before young John was 
born. In fact there must be some mistake about it somewhere, 
as even after careful investigation there we could not find ont 
that he ever had a father, and we would respectfully suggest 
that it receive the attention of the geneological authors, who, 
for the paltry sum of a hundred dollars, will trace any man's 



pedigree back in an unbroken line to dgkcs and earli^ or 
even for an additional inducement We passed apuver 
llie big lock bearing the inscription, cut in large IcttenwJ 
"John Brown, tSjg," and to the house to learn somethiu] 
noTtt concerning it. 

" Don't you want to stay all night ? " said the little girl, wittf 
(D «ye to business. 

t glanced at the grave, the cold rock and the dreary, dark^ 
tnfng fields around, and said " No." Then a boy member 
the family cornered Att, and eloquently held up to him IhflB 
advantages of seeing the " stun "by daylight ; butAttcouIdn' 
Then the loquacious ladyofthe house met the Profe 
Bor si the door with the continuation of what the boy and girf 
had started, but the Professor being a modest man threw tha| 
responsibility on me, and, alasl all / wanted was information. 

iccommodate you if you want to stay," said shi 
bringing the register. 

We said no again, counted, and Tound that over four hundre 
besides ourselves had registered during the s 

Got as good rooms as anybody, and every body who baflil 

Btopped here has been satisfied," continued she insinuatingly^f 

"Almost everybody buy these," said the little girl, produoa 

tng a pair of stereographs of the grave and rock ; " fiHy o 

for the two." 

We meekly produced the plaster and inquired if they owiu 
the plac( 

No," said the mother. " we've only been here a little whtlQ 
but take in strangers who want to stay all night a 
"Thisisthe house old John Brown used to occupy, isn't It?" 
" Yes, but we've fitted it up new some since, and now yonl 
can't find any better rooms — " 
"What has become of the widow and children ? " 
"I don't know just where, but out West somewhere, I be*| 
deve. We just take care of it and keep folks who — " 

seems to be all forests to the south; is there a path I 
leading from here to the Indian Pass ? " 

Yea, parties often come through it and stop over mght a 
something to eat ; and I don't like to say it myself, butj 
[yfsya seem satisfied with our fare. Now — " 
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'< I am gathering information for a book on the Adirondacks, 
which is my reason for asking so many questions. Now il 
you have any interesting information concerning this locality 
I will be—" 

" Well, now, I think if people knew that we were prepared 
to keep folks and was always prepared to get up meals, with 
game and trout always on hand, they would come more ; and 
if you will just state — " 

" All right ; good evening, madam." 

" We should like to — folks say they were just as well kept 
as at a hotel — might just mention trout — game dinners — veni- 
son nearly all the time — barn room — people — haven't — ^found 
— it — out — much — ^yet — ^it's — getting purty — dark — hadn't— ; 
you — better — stay. And as we passed out of hearing the ! 
thought would come that if the old man could sleep there un- 
moved for a term of years, the angel Gabriel would have to 
be in pretty good lip to start him at the end of that time. 

We had aimed to stay at Lake Placid on the night of oui 
visit to the grave of John Brown, but when we reached the ; 
main road, decided to stop at the North Elba Hotel ; so, boldly 
advancing we stirred up the old Lyon and ordered supper. 

Note. — Hon. Orange Ferriss, Commissioner of Claims, 
at Washington, is authority for the statement given him by 
Senator Pomeroy, of Kansas, that a design was formed to 
liberate John Brown, in. pursuance of which 40 determined 
men met at Charleston, previous to the execution, with a 
well-organized plan (which could not have failed, if under- 
taken under the existing circumstances), and the old man 
was notified of the proposed attempt, but the spirit which 
had actuated him all along spoke in his reply : " No ; I am 
of more use to the cause now dead than living ; " and he 
died for the cause when life could have been his- for the 
asking. Equally true to his memory is the State which now 
places among the honored ones at the national capital the 
statue of the champion of bleeding Kansas — "the old man 
of Ossawotomie." 
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CHAPTER vn. 

I Elba — Lake Placid — St, Regis and Saranac ] 

REGIONS. 

lORTH ELBA and Lake Placid are best I 
reached from Westport and Elizabethlown by'l 
stage daily during the season of summer travel, ( 
The route leads through a country beautiful in J 
natural attractions, passing at the south base of 
Hurricane peak, through the northern portion '■ 
of Kccne Valley, by the broken shores of the 
wild and picturesque Edmonds ponds, and out i 
across the " Plains of Abraham," in full sight of the great j 
peaks of tlie Adirondacks. 

The Edmonds Ponds, two in number, are near the ] 
highest point reached in the narrow defile between Pitch- | 
off and Long Pond Mountains, and are collectively nearly , 
two miles in extent The road is built along the notUi i 
shore, on debris from the cliffs above. Originally one con- 
tinuous strip of water, it is now divided into two, r 
weetem extremity by a deposit evidently brought down by ' 
the stream which foams over the precipitous wall on the 
south, in a succession of cascades ; in the rainy season ' 
a foaming torrent ; in time of drouth reduced to a nme ^ 
thread of silver hanging down over the dark rocks 

The Cascade House, standing nearly opposite on the J 
only available bit of land found in this part of the notch, | 
was built in 1878, and is the regulai dining-plac 
gets by stage east or west It is 16 miles from Saranac lake, ' 
nine miles from Lake Placid, and 26 miles from the railroad 1 
at Westport Stage fare to the latter place $2.50. 

The Cascade House has accommodations for about 50 ] 
boiirders, while fumishine dinners to an^ number of tj 



transients that may cnme. Terms $8 to $jo per week; $3 
per day; 75 cents per dinner. Boats, guides and can^ 
supplies and transportation furnished when desired. Addreia 
Nicanor Miller Cascade P U E^^ex Co 

Irout abound m the deep waters ol diese ponds atid tbe 
streams emptying into them and the rod tnd fly are certaui 
lo yield rare spoit 
at almost any sea- 
son whiletlieitnreifi 
of nature in tet 
wildest shapes IS 
ceri iin U he de- 
li Jiic I ^Mth tiiu 
li 11) granicwt it 
the iiihemming 
mountjinw illsjnd 
the brokenncss of 
the surroundll 
mountiLin forra 
\\est of Fdraon 
ponds the roAl 
climbs up oat 
the notch, 
otcasiona] dt 
mgs and on to 
level of N th 

The Moos'; 
View Hoirss ^ 




longei 



^^^H lished place of rest on the post road between Fhzabelh loi 
^^^^L andSaranic lake 2a mile^ from the former and 13 frota 
^^^^Llatter. It was formerly known as Scott's, and during-' 
^^^^^Karlier days gained an extended reputation for hoi 
^^^^^^KOtnfort and hospitality, fully sustained — advanced 
^^^^^HUider il:^ ^irc^ent tn:Ln:i|^emciU, whil^' 
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of those who, for sauitory reasons, seek tlie healiiig air of' 
these high t'liin.i. 

Toward the south the far-rcaciiing forests slope gradually 
upward lo the great peais, prominent among which are 
Mclntire and 
WallTace. Be- 
tween them is 
the gorge 
known as In- 
diaa Pass, 
distant ten 
miles in an air 
line. Toward 
the north is 

Wilmington f^*^^^^^^^^'* mi/ 
Notch, six miles rlistant. Five miles to the west is Lake 
Placid. four miles east is the Cascade House, John 
Brown's grave is iliree miles distant by road, and can be 
Been from a point near the house. ' 

The Mountain View House has capacity for 40 guests^ 
Terms, $7 to $S per week; $1.50 per day; 50 cents per | 
meal. M. S. Ames, proprietor. P. O.' address, Nordi J 
Elba, Essex Co. 1 

South of Ames', at Clear pond, about six miles distant 1 
toward Indian Pass, is a log-house lately opened for the 
weary tramp. Terms unknown. West of Ames', one and : 
a half miles, the Aiisable river is crossed, A mile farther, a I 
sign on the south points towards the last resting-place of 
old John Brown, and another half mile brings us to where 
it is necessary that we leave tlie main road to reach Lake ' 
Placid, lying about two miles to the north. 

Mirror Lake is passed, the road nmning along its west j 
shore. It is a pretty little sheet of water, about one mile in ) 
tength by half that in width, known as Bennett's or Nash's 1 
aii...ciithu!iiastic youn^ lady perpetrated a lot oU 



\ 



poetry concerning it and christened it with its present 

euphonious name. 

The Lake Placid House stands on the low ridge sep- 
arating Lake Placid from Mirror Lake. It is the oldest of 
the hotels, and, before the erection of its more pretentious 
neighbors, with their modern innovations on old woods 
style, was well patronized and liked. It offers accommodl' 
tions to about 60. B. F. Brewster, proprietor. 




The Allen House is the first reached as you approach 
from the south. It stands on the sloping hillside on the 
west shore of Mirror Lake, near the Grand View House. It 
is three stories high, laS feet long by 80 deep, and contains 
on the ground floor pleasant parlors facing the lake, a 
dining room, 40 by 70 feet, besides office, reception rooms, 
etc. The sleeping apartments are large, the principal ones 
having two windows each. 

This house was built and is conducted by Henry Allen, 
late of the Lake Placid House, which he conducted for a 
term of years, and where he earned an enviable reputation 
by his native courtesy and wholesome friendliness, contrib- 
uting so largely toward making his guests perfectly at 
iome beneath his roof, and secww^ tot VvctissJS^ 



lost of frieodB by a caicfu] attention to the necessities and 
^eEKures of his guests. It will aucommoikteiou. Terms, 
rom $S to $io pur week ; $3 per day. Open from June i | 
o November 25. 

TiiK Stkvens House is on the hill west of the I^e 1 
I'lacid House, between and overlooking the two Likes. 
Ihe south and 
east is the slop- 

ns hillside. 

Mirror lake and 
Ibe distant 
novntains ; 
^ west, forest 
tnd near 
DOuntain ra 
gea, while 
Kad Ihe north 
md northea.st 
a the hroail ex- 
panse of Lake 
Placid with its 
Wooded islands, 

and the eve r-pro mine lit fomi of old. Wiiiteface, to which | 
die eye seems irresistibly attriicted. 

The Stevens House was built in 1876-7, and first known ' 
as tihe " Excelsior," taking its new name in 1S78, under its 
present management. 

Itstandshighestofthehouseshere,being30oft. above Lake 
Placid, whose surface rests t ,865 feet above sea level. It is 
three and one-ha!f stories high, nearly surrounded by a 
■broad piazza, and it is indeed a rare day when the lounger 
cannot feel the cooling effect of a breeze on one or the 
other of its exposed sides, while those pests which at t 
ifob the country of its attractiveness — black flies and mos- 
quitoes — seldom molest dwellers in these high places. 
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can be obtained, which for diversity and extent is rarely 
equaled. Horses, carriages, boats and guides can be ob- 
tained on application. Capacity of house about eighty 
guests, Temis, $2.50 per day; 75 cents per meal. Special 
terms for steady boarders. John A. Stevens, proprietor. 

The Grand View House is not inaptly named, and 
while identical in many points with that seen from the 
Stevens House, each seems favored with a plethora of 
beauties distinctive of each, which, in absence of the great 
land-marks, might for aught of resemblance have been 
thousands of miles apart. This house was buUt in 1S78, by 
M. C. Ferguson, who built and occupied the " Excelsior" 
the preceding year. The open observatory is a very pleas- 
ant feature of the house, easily accessible, and lifting the 
beholder entirely above all surrounding forests. 

The sleeping-rooms 
considerably above the 
average in size, excelient- 
ly well ventilated, comfort- 
ably if not richly furnished, 
and the table excellent. 
This, with the other houses 
at Lake Placid, is bound 
by fact of position to be- 
come popular as a place I 
of resort with those afflict 
ed by that terribly uncom 
fortable disease known "ts 
" hay fever," or with bron 
chial and lung troubles 
In fact, this entire region of ; 
North Elba — "the plai 
of Abraham" — with the 
high lake lands lying to- 
ward the west, is becoming 
known and annuallysought 
by many with consumptive tendencies, who find great relief 
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to its dry, pure, pinc-an<l-balsam-laden air. Capacity of 
house, So ; board, $S to $ i z [icr week ; $3 per tlay ; 
cents per nieuL Daniels & Lyon, proprietors. 

John Brown's grave is three miles distant; Wilmingloi 
Notch, 7 miles; the distance to railroad at Ausable Statioi 
is aS miles; private conveyance, $3.50; to VVeslport, ; 
mOes; stage, $3.50; post-office address. North Elba, Esse 
county, N. Y. 

Lakk Placid, by some called the gem of the Adirc 
dacks, possesses many beautiful features peculiar to i 
It is ill shape oblong, something over four miles in le 
aoA about two broad, measuring through or between t 
islands, of which there are three, called respectively 1 
Moose and Buck. Hawk Island is small. Moose i 
Buck are large, beautiful islands in a line towards the s< 
west, the three dividing the sheet into what are lo 
known as the east and west lakes, making it resemble ;j 
large river sweeping around them rather than a lake v 
Uftnds. 

The steamer " Mattie," Capt. Theo. H. White, of glorii 
pancake memory, makes a delightful excursion, i 
and afternoon, passing around the islands to head of 1 
and return, tuching at Castle Rusttco by the way. 
round trip, 75 cents. 

"Castle Rustico" is on the west shore opposite > 
Island— an immense gabled structure of logs, rough outsidi 
and rustic in, surrounded by primeval forests, grolesquM 
weird and attractive. It is commantied by W. F. Legget^ 
who with his efficient lieutenant, and supported by i^thfid 
retfliners, receives the wayfarer right royally — for particulai 
of which, address at North FIba, 

Whitkface Mountain standsacross T.ake Placid's 
lifting hia kingly crest at the right and gradually sloping o 
toward the north and west, Paraiiox Poud at the s 
east of Lake Placid, being simply a bay with which i 
^^Kected by a nan 
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inlet, being each in turn, and through which, it is said, at 
regular intervals, the waters ebb and flow like the ceaseless 
movements of the tide. 

Chubb River, the outlet of Lake Placid, flows toward 
the southwest, and in circling aroimd toward the east ap- 
proaches quite near to Paradox pond, very nearly creating 
another large island. It is crossed a short distance from 
where the road comes out on the shore of Mirror Lake, in 
approaching from the south, and soon after joins with the 
Ausable to pass through Wilmington Notch. 

The narrative portion of these pages left us enjoying the 

hospitality of Lyons* Hotel. The following morning took 

us to I^ake Placid, where we nearly succeeded in getting a 

cold bath, thanks to our belief that we knew perfectly well 

hot^' to manage an Adirondack boat, after which, fortified 

with a dinner, we succeeded in removing Att. from the 

presence of a fascinating divinity in calico, and started for 

Saranac Lake. 
The Ray Brook House is on the road from Lake 

Placid to Saranac Lake, eight miles from the former and 
four from the latter. It is unquestionably the best built 
hotel in the Adirondacks. An imposing structure, which at 
the first glance would be credited with accommodations for 
I GO guests, is modestly set down for 40 by the builder and 
proprietor, Mr. Duncan Cameron ; the explanation is found 
in the spacious public rooms, and sleeping apartments. The 
large hall, parlor and dining rooms are furnished in native 
woods, while open fire places insure good ventilation and 
give an air of comfort to the heavy surroundings; the 
furnishing throughout is as good as need be, and the fare 
excellent. 

The surrounding country affords fine sport both in hunt- 
ing and fishing, and in addition two trout ponds belonging 
to Mr. Cameron are free to guests, who can, if they like, 
supply the table therefrom at aivy seasoxv oi V!cv^^^^\, 



Mail Htagca run lo and from Martin's and Wcstport dai^| 
tilTOUghoul tlie season. Private conveyances can be I>rc^| 
cured of Mr. Cameron, who furnishes gaides aiid canip^ 
supplies on applicitioo. Price of hoard per week. $S to I 
$13; per day, $3) per meal, 75 cents. Address Duncan I 
CsLmeron, Saranac Lake, Franklin county. ■ 

The water route lo Martin's is as follows; By toad, twos 
tailes; Ray Brook, one mile; Saranac River, five miles;! 
through Saranac Lake to Martin's, two miles; total ten miles. I 

Passing the place where the Ray Brook House now J 
stands, we decided to push on to Paul Smith's via B1oatn» m 
ingdale and take Martin's in on the return. ■ 

Bloomincdale is 28 miles from Ausable Station. It-B 
seems largely of a pastoral nature, owing, probably, to itff I 
n^e, and is noted chiefly as the place where the road to I 
tlie various resorts of this region divide, being 7 miles froai 1 
Rainbow Lake, 8 from Martin's, 10 from Paul Smith's, 13 fl 
from the Prospect House, and 20 from Lake Placid, J 

The Rainbow House is readied by private conveyance' ■ 
from Bloomingdale ; or, if notice be sent in advance, the. J 
proprietor will meet the stage at a point four and one-half ■ 
miles on the road toward Paul Smith's, thence by a ride across I 
the ashy plain twoand one-half miles north to the place sought. I 

The main building is 92 by 48 feet, two stories high, sur- I 
rounded on three sides by a broad piazza, its interior finished I 
in the most substantial and attractive manner with native I 
woods ; and while large rooms, high ceiUngs, and windows J 
in keeping give assurance of good ventilation, it can be I 
closed and comfortably heated throughout, in case of a sud- I 
den lowering of the temperature, such as is often experi- ■ 
enced by the early fisherman, or the hunter who tarries f« 1 
late shooting. 1 

The proprietor, J. M. Wardner, is himself a veteran I 
lumter, and possesses, from ex[)erience, a thorough knowl- I 
edge of the surrounding countr^j which is freely nlaced at 1 
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the disposal of his guests. He is also something of an 
archaeologist, and has collected in the region near by speci- 
mens of ancient pottery, which seem to point to the occu- 
pation of the ground at some time by a prehistoric race, 
cotemporary, perhaps, with the mound-builders of the West. 
Curiously enough, also, the Indian legends of this region 
seem to indicate the character of that weak, non-combatant 
race, very concisely summed up in the words of an old 
Indian : " Injin come — found man — no fighters — we killum." 

Not least among the attractions of the house are the 
nimibers of native animals and birds, mounted in excellent 
taste by Mrs. Wardner, who, to her other accomplishments, 
adds that of being an excellent taxidermist. 

At the head of navigation of the Rainbow Lake waters 
Mr. Wardner has built a dam, by means of which the entire 
valley, for two miles towards the south and west, is flooded, 
taking in two or three natural ponds, and making a beauti- 
ful sheet of water whose shores come cl«se up to the house. 

The Rainbow House will accommodate 50. Terms, $8.00 
per week; $1.50 per day. Address James M. Wardner, 
Bloomingdale, Essex county. 

Rainbow Lake is a short distance north of Wardner's. 
It is three miles long ; perhaps a quarter that width, empties 
at the north-east, through Lilypad, Round and Mud ponds, 
into the Saranac river, which crosses the old Hopkinton 
turnpike at "The Hunters' Home," 10 miles below Rain- 
bow Lake. By boat, as above, including carry of J mile 
between Round and Mud ponds, the distance to outlet of 
the latter is eight miles. A little way below this, a road is 
taken which continues on down the river to the " Home." 

LooN Lake may be reached by a carry of i J miles from 
Mud Pond, or by carry from the latter J mile into Turner 
Pond, thence by carry | mile to its south end. This lake 
is about 2 J miles long by ^ mile wide, with high banks 
and clean shores, and is noted for the large speckled trout 
found therein. 



c Loom Lake House at the southern extremity of 
I Lake, is of hewn logs, two stories high, sunoundcil 
by a rustic veranda, and will accommoduie a hundied and 
twenty-five guests. It is furnished with a view of being 
kept open during the winter, to accommodate invalids and 
others who may desire to spend that season among the 
mountains. During summer, tents aie furnislied lo ihoBC 
»b o may prefer them to tooms in the house. Cuidea, 
s and camp supplies aie also provided on ap]>lication. 
it-office and telegraph in the house. Price of board, 
p,5o to $14 per week; $2.50 per day; 75 cents per 
Address Ferd. W. Chase, Merrillsville, Franklin 
Bty. 

^om Loon Lake to Ausable Forks is 24 miles ; to Malone 
A stage runs from Malone on Tuesdays, Thurs- 
I and Saturdays ; from Ausable Forks on same days, 
s can be had any day, if needed, ai Kendall's hvery, 
^usable, and Folsom's, at Malone. Stage fare, $3. 
n the north of f .oon Lake, within a few miles, and etsy 
iccess, are Grass, FIbow and Pluraadore ponds, with 
■ outlets, and on the east Alder Brook and Beaver 
jtleadows, all affording fine trout fishing. 
Ttom Loon Lake House by carry into Turner's Pond ; 
e through Mud, Round and Lilypad ponds and Rain- 
' Lake to Wardner's it is 9 miles. Wardner Pond and 
ty, I mile ; Jones Pond (head of east branch, St. Regis 
er), li; river, ij; Osgood Pond, 2 miles; Portage, J 
•^ total 6) miles to Paul Smith's. 
• »••••• 

t was late in the afternoon of the day we left Lake 
Scid, when we passed through Blooniingdale for Paul 
pth's. Rain was threatening, but we anticipated no trou- 
L for Atl. knew the way perfectly well, because he told 
), and also it was only seven or eight or nine or ten miles 
; started, and on the way tried ai 

net the disl: 
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to our place of destination, almost invariably getting for reply 
the distance there from the home of the one questioned. 
Thus we continued for some time to meet persons who gave 
us the distance from Bloomingdale, when we had gone at least 
one-third the distance. It was interesting but hardly satisfac- 
tory, especially when night descended and the rain came down 
ifn our umbrella-less heads, and trickled down our necks and 
settled in the seat beneath us. 

" Here's where we turn," said Att., wheeling around to the 
left. Then he pulled up to inquire the distance of a man at the 
side of the road. 

" 'Bout six miles if you turn round and go t'other way," said 
the man. 

Att turned around ; he knew the way, of course. Such a 
good joke. A little way further we found that it was four 
miles to Smith's ; then ah individual reckoned it was about 
seven miles, and then as we failed to meet any one else to 
inquire of, we had to trust in Providence and tell stories the 
rest of the way. The rain pattered down in a contented sort 
of way on the leaves and on the muddy road, and dripped 
from the branches of the trees and our hats and noses, and 
the horse got tired and wanted to walk all the way, and jokes 
wouldn't crack any mors on account of the dampness. 

We were thankful that«Att knew all about the way, but he 
was so comical and full of spirits, that be had to give every 
guide-post a critical examination, and the last one that we 
came to at the forks of the road which led out into the dark 
woods, he got out, and hugged and kicked and grunted up to 
the shingle on top, and after sacrificing sundry matches, he, 
with his eyes and fingers and great difiiculty, succeeded in 
finding out that he couldn't tell any thing about it, so he slid 
down, and in a drizzly, uncertain sort of way, got in, and we 
started again. Then we recollected the line of telegraph poles 
that ran along by the road and were jubilant, for we knew that 
by foUowmg it we would bring up at Paul Smith's. So we 
went by telegraph the rest of the way. 

"This road isn't much traveled," said Att. as we plunged 
down a hill into what looked like a tunnel, through overhang- 
ing trees. 



•' Never mind ; ^n'lyousetthe UkgrapH T " We were b 
to stick to that as our last hope. Then the hotae BBomed,| 
drop out of the harness, iiic wosion g^v . K.^r-h t 
snd nearly lost its load, brought up and went the other i 
and after jerking about like a man with two wooden legs ti 
ingto fret down a pair of stairs, rested at the bottom d 
gully which had been dug out by some freshet, and coi 
so bad that they had built a road around rather than r 
Luckily our tired horse had taken the center and thereby k 
as tight side up. Alt. was proadof her— "sokindandg 
she was all of that, and more; for a persevering, go^abead-a 
ask-no>questlon sort of beast, 1 never saw her equal, 
couldn't have stood on her feet she probably would ba 
down, or rolled, whichever was the easiest, 

A little way further we saw a dusky strip of water thro 
a grove of tall pines, on the shore a large house, I 
which lights gleamed and welcomed us onward, and we 1 
ioon seated around a crackling fire, with a room full of gi 
dogs and sportsmen, who smoked and told stories i 
the clock struck twelve, and we went to sleep listening ti 
patter of the raindrops on the roof. 

" Paul Smith's " is a suprise to everbody ; an astonlsll 
mixture of fish and fashion, pianos and puppies, 
carpeting and cowhide boots. Surrounded by a dense fOfe 
out of the way of all travel save that which is its 
the best hunting and fishing grounds (for the matter of tl 
nowever, they are all the very best, it the veracious guide 
books arc to be relied on) ; a first-class watering-place hotel, 
with all the modern appliances, and a table that is seldom 
equaled in the best of city hotels, set right down in the midst 
of a " howling wilderness." Around the house the timid deer 
roam ; within, they rest. Without, the noble buck crashes 
through the tangled forest; within, bis noble namesaka 
straddles elegantly over the billiard tables and talks horse: 
Out on the lake the theoretical veteran casts all manner of 
dies ; in the parlors the contents of huge Saratoga trunks 
are scientifically played, and nets are spread for a different 
kind of fish. Poodles and pointers, hounds, setters, dandies 
and others of the species are found. Feathers and fishing 
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rods, point lace and pint bottles, embryo Nimrods — who 
never knew a more destructive weapon than a yard-stick — 
hung all around with reyoly^rs and ^grame-bage and cartridgc- 

^ poocTies aha sporting guns that are fearfully and wonderfully 

made, and which would take a first-class engineer to work ; 
for you must know that here danger is to be faced, that even 
the ladies bare arms, and are said at such times to be very 
dangerous sportsmen indeed. 

Paul Smith came here in 1861, and built a small house 
among the pines for the accommodation of sportsmen ; his 
enterprise and quickness to see and act upon suggestions 
dropped by knowing ones, gave him a rapid growth in 
business until it has reached its present remarkable propor- 
tions. The house which is the visible result of three or four 
eras of construction, is four stories high, and contains 175 
sleeping rooms, many of them ^u suite^ which, as hotels are 
reckoned, afford accommodation to nearly 350 guests. Be- 
sides this there is a large guide house at the water's edge 
with space for 100 boats and guides, and a fine set of stables 
for such horses as may be brought by guests as well as for 
his own, for you must know that Paul is a connoisseur in 
horseflesh as his private stables demonstrate. 

The house is furnished comfortably — in part luxuriously ; 
Ihe telegraph is brought into this wild country especially 
for the use of the house, thereby placing its occupants 
in communication with the outer world, and speaks elo- 
quently of the enterprise of the proprietor. Added to this, 
if we consider the visible results of personal supervision, in 
the thousand and one details incident to the interior man- 
agement of a large hotel, for which Mrs. Smith receives 
deserved credit, with the ready management of C. E. Mar- 
• tin, who possesses executive ability of a superior order, we can 
easily understand what has given Paul Smith's its enviable 
reputation, and to what is due its still, if possible, increas- 
ing popularity. 



jThc distance from New Vork via DiUtsburgh is 367 iail«ti. 
$13.55. Parties leaving the ciiy by ilie cvcuing train 
ir Montreal via Hudson River and Delaware & Hudson 
lo.'s roads (Wagner's comfortable sleeping coaches at- 
tached), breakfast at Plattsburgh, dine at French's and 
reach Paul Smitli's at 5 p. m. 

Rales of board, $3 per day ; $17.50 per week; mea]$, 
hildren under 10, and servants, half price. Post- 
:e address, Paul Smith's, Franklin Co., N. Y. ■ 
mong new features are several pretty cottages which 
be engaged for the season by application to the pro- ' 
prietor. Saddle horses for top of St. Regis Mountain can 
be furnished as well as light or heavy rigs for excursions 
into the surrounding country. A general store is con- 
nected with the house, where things necessary for camp, or 
tramp, are supplied at reasonable prices (see remarks next 
page). 

Close by in the grove, west of the hotel, stands a large 
richly furnished cottage, occupied during the season by 
h. Loomis, M, D.. of New York — a firm believer in the 
ig effect of St. Regis air — and Paul Smith's table 
tbined. 
le little church, a short distance back on the Blooraing- 
Tond, was built in the spring of 1877. owing its existence 
fly to the exertions of Dr. C. I- Tnideau, who con- 
rated largely and personally superintended the work. It 
is i6 by 54 feet, butit of logs, peeled and varnished, and cost 
between three and four thousand dollars. Episcopal services 
are held here every Sabbath through the summer, and 
monthly during the winter. 

Thf. Lower St. Regis Lake, on the north side of which 
stands Paul Smith's, is about two miles long by one broad, 
discharges west through the middle branch of the St 
14 
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Regis river. It is about i,6oo feet above tide, and although 
diversified by a multitude of small lakes and ponds, the 
surrounding country is rather tame when compared with the 
mountain districts. The only elevation of any considerable 
importance is St Regis Mountain toward the west, the 
ascent of which constitutes a very pleasant day's excursion 
from the hotel, and yields a remarkably fine sight from the 
fact of its isolation, and the multitude and variety of the 
lakes and ponds seen firom its summit, nimibering, it is said, 
upward of fifty distinct bodies. 

A large nimiber of beautiful and interesting excursions 
may be made from this place, the wilderness routes center- 
ing here being many, touching which, full information may 
be obtained at the hotel or of guides whose names are given 
elsewhere. Parties desiring to make such excursions will do 
well to communicate direct with them or the proprietor, who 
will secure responsible men with boats, tents and everything 
necessary for a life in the woods. In piursuance of the line 
marked out for this work, the writer attempts to give in con- 
nected form such matters as are deemed of general interest, 
containing suggestions rather than arbitrary rules, and which 
may serve as an introduction to those eminently qualified to 
enlighten rather than attempting to usurp the soverign right 
of the guide by loading these pages with details concern- 
ing the myriad ramifications of obscure wilderness routes 
which are never attempted without a 'guide, and which, if 
recorded with absolute exactness would confuse the novice 
and be available only for those to whom a long experience 
in wood-craft has given perfect conception of distances and — 
well that class don't want any advice, therefore only the 
principal wild routes are given, and objects of interets noted, 
beyond which the reader is left to guide and landlord, whose 
province it is to make out of local attractions all their con- 
science will permit 



Ui'PER Sar\nac Lake. 

The "round TRir " here means a circuit of about | 
tnilcg, taking in the St. Regis and Saranac Lakes; tout 
ing at the principal places of enleilainmenl in this regid 
and should be taken in prefcrcate lo any other, h 
linniled. First telegraph to the Prospect House for 
iuce to meet you at Big Clear Pond, then submit yourseU] 
your guide to go as follows : 

By boat across Lower St, Regis Lake, Spitfire Pond ■ 
the Upper St. Regis, with their connecting streams 4 niil| 
Over the St. Germain (pronounced Sirtf-o-iao) carry, 1 
and a half miles (horse ¥r.so). Boat across Big Clear Poi 
2 miles. Carriage (boat $1.50, passengers 50 cents), to ti 
Prospect House at head of Saranac Lake 3 miles (din 
7S cents, guides 50 cents). Through Upper Saranac La) 
on steamer " Mosquito," towing boats 8 miles (fare % 
guides 50 cents). Short cany to Bartlett's (50 cents), thei 
through river and Round Lake, 3 mites. River to Lo^ 
Saranac, 3 miles. Through lake to Martin's, 6 miles. 
tin's to Paul Smith's by carriage (special) 14 miles. 
Forty-four and a half miles. This gives every variety a 
style of locomotion common to the wilderness, with i 
enough of either to become wearisome. From Martin's tl 
round trip is usually taken in reverse order. 

Uppf.r Saranac Lake rests at 1577 feet above tide,3 
eight miles long and perhaps two wide, divided into thi 
nearly equal lobes by corresponding points projecting f 
the east and west shores, its longest way being north 3 
south. It discharges toward the east from its south t 
through a deep arm of the lake, from which the water a 
a rapid descent of 80 to 100 rods to Bartlett's, It conta 
a number of islands, those at the south rounded or level, j 
the north bold and rocky. The shores partake of the n 
of the islands ; thickly wooded, rising into hills which t 
hardly lay claim lo the title of mountains, but which i 
picturesque and attractive. In the distance at the nortlig 
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St. Regis Mounlain, on the east Whiteface, toward 
south-west Ampersand, Seward, Marcy, and a host of otli 
At the north end the waters of Big and Little Clear Po] 
empty near the centre. On the west Fish Creek opens I 
a water route from Big Square Pond and others. 

The Prospect House at its north end, Corey's and I 
lett's at the south, with a small house at the Sweei 
Carry, and occasional entertainments offered at a little C 
tage on an island near the outlet, furnish accommodadol 
to visitors. 

The Prospect House stands at the head of the upp) 
Saranac, 13 miles from BloomingdaJe, by good road, 
side roads leading west to Paul Smith's, 16, and east to 1 
tin's, 17 miles; hy water it is ten and one-half miles j| 
Smith's and ao to Martin's; telegraph in the house; 
stage connects with regular line to Ausable Station at BIoqI 
ingdale ; fare to raihoad, $4.50. Parties leaving Plattsbutjj 
or Ausable Chasm in the morning, arrive in time for a 
supper. The house, under its present management, has n 
ceived the highest praise ; will accommodate one hund] 
guests, at from $1410 $17.50 per week, $2 to i 
(splended dinners are gotten up for excursionists at sh^ 
notice, at 75 cents per plate), guides at two-thirds regi 
rates. Like other forest houses, every thing needed by tl 
sportsman — be it gun or rod, guide, boat, horse or dog — win 
be furnished on application. Open from May 15th to 
November 15th. E. R. Derby, proprietor. Address, Bloom- 
ingdale. 

This place is specially attractive to the fisherman, because 
of the multitude of small ponds and streams adjacent, there 
being within a circuit of three miles over thirty recognized 
as among the best trout yielding waters of the Adirondacks. 
For obvious reasons also, the hunter, with limited time, will 
find this available ground. A good road penetrates the 
forests; an excellent house renders the isolated position 
comfortable. It is well out in that wilderness which, north. 



Prospect Mousbl 

west ftnd south, is almost uubcoken and impenetrable, save 
over the watery highways — the streams and poods whidl 
cover (his tract like crystal beads on a net work of silver, iaj 
their labyrinth come the deer who delight in die still wat 
and the lender food growing at its edge, and who make tl 
a favorite feeding ground, finding few better even in the fl 
west. 

The proprietor is a " boy " of 32 ; 5 feet 6 in highl ; 
hale and hearty ; turns the scales at 200 ; can i 
general hunt to perfection, or engineer a party of guides ' 
D-uly Napoleonic ability. He sets an excellent table ; gi^ 
satisfaction in his dealings, and is with all a popular fellowj 



The little steamer doubles the iake twice daily, sta 
from the Prospect House and touching at Sweeney cai 
(Fare 75 cents.) Corey's and Bartlelt's, Fare, $1 1 
way ; guides half price. 

At Bar ilett's three great wilderness routes diverge — 
toward the north, being a part of the popular " round ti 
through the Upper Saranac, Big, Clear and St. Regis t; 
another west to the Tupper lake region ; and a tbird.so)^ 
to Long and Raquette lakes. 

The Swbeny Carry is on the west side, near the soij 
end. Here boats are sometimes taken across to the Raqut 
river, three miles, for $1.50; passengers 50 cents, to conn* 
with steamer which runs from this point to the head ^ 
Lake, 17 miles. Pare, $1.50. 
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Lough Neagh is the name of the township, and presum- 
ably of the coming city, now represented by a half dozen 
families — notably guides and hunters — living along the 
river near by. 

The Raquette River Reservoir, from its dam below 
Raquette Pond, sets back into Tupper Lake, Little Wolf, 
Simon's and FoUinsby Ponds, and floods the shores of the 
Raquette River away up to Raquette Falls, and into the 
Stony Creek Ponds. It is, ftowever, allowed at times to run 
low, and the flowed portion is represented on the new map 
as drowned lands. For the Lower Raquette River see 
" Stark's Falls " in index. 

Tupper's Lake is 1,552 feet above tide, nearly seven 
miles long by three broad. It has 25 to 30 islands, some 
level and covered with thrifty trees, some barren and rocky, 
rising steeply from the water. County Island is the largest, 
being nearly a mile in length. Bluff Head is graced with a 
remarkable precipice, known as the Devil's Pulpit, although 
why, or what the devil, he could possibly want of such an 
article, is still a mystery. The surrounding country is not 
grand with mountain heights. Mount Morris is a sharp 
ridge, running along on the east. In the north-west is Arab 
Mountain. Bog River comes down over the face of a cliff 
at the head of the lake. 

Tupper's Lake House (Moody's) is on the east shore 
of Big Tupper Lake, near its outlet. It is a comfortable 
wild-wood hotel, with accommodation for 50 guests. It is 
much frequented by a sturdy class of Nimrods and Waltons, 
who find in this remote section sport worthy of their skill ; 
and still it is but an easy half day's journey from either Mar- 
tin's or the Prospect House, being, with the exception of 
the three miles over the Sweeny carry, but a delightful sail 
through the Upper or I^ower Saranac Lake, and down the 
Raquette River, in the line of little steamers plying these 
waters. Moody himself is an old trapper and guide, per- 
fectly familiar with the region for miles around, and may be 
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relied on lo serve guests with hearty good will Guides, 
boats aud camp supplies arc furnished by Mr. Moody. 
Boardper week,$(o; day,$i.5o; meal, 50 cents, Addie^ 
Martin Moody, Saranac l.ake. 

TupPF,R Lake House (McClure's) is on the west shot 
of the lake near its head. The old house known as Gravel 
Lodge, was sold to ihe "Lakeside Club" of New York, wltf 
added a new house at an expense of over $9,000. In 187I 
the property was leased by W. K. McClure, its present mai 
ager, and a roomy hotel erected, aggregating a capacity fi 
75 guests. Open (irc.places in parlors and principal bedrooDl 
insure perfect ventilation. Gas, introduced at a consider 
expense, takes the place of sickly tallow and sickening k« 
sene, while pure water is brought through pipes from I 
mountain spring near by. llie club has no control over, a 
authority in the management of the hotel. Its Tnembf 
occupy rooms in the club-house adjoining, which are closd 
in their absence, aud take their meals at the pubHc tablq 
the same as other guests. This statement is authorized 1 
Mr. McClure, as reports to Ihe contrary have been circulate 
with intent to divert travel. House open from May isth fi 
October isth. Board $2.50 per day; $14 to $17.3° 
week, according to room and length of stay. P. O, addrea 
Saranac Lake, N, Y. Mr. McClure keeps also a Supi 
and provision store, stocked with the best the New Yoi 
market affords of articles requisite or useful for campin 
parties, and which he sells at New York prices adding onl 
cost of freight. 

The steamer "Forester" leaves daily at g a. m. for Sweea^ 
Carry, to connect with boat on Upper Saranac, for Proa 
House or Bartlett's, Returning, leaves Sweeny Carry at 1 
f, u., reaching Tapper Lake House in time for supped 
Fare $1.50; guides half price. 

Little Tupper Lake isan easy half day's journey by boat 
^and carry south. Limited accommodations may be found 
^^^Bytbbins', near its outlet. A full day should be takeiL 
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by the average traveler in getting from this point over the 
Bottle Pond route to Forked Lake. See page 226. 

Mud Lake, twelve miles (air line) W. of McClure% is 
reached by hard work through Horse-shoe, (three miles by 
draw carry) Hitchin's and Chain Ponds and Bog River. This 
is a favorite feeding spot for deer. South of Mud Lake, 
about five miles, is Smith Lake ; north, seven miles by trail, 
is Cranberry Lake. 

Cranberry Lake, in its native condition, was about six 
miles long. It is now longer. Cause : dammed ; effect, 
same word spelled differently ; condition : nearly double its 
original surface, with an unsightly tangle of dead trees about 
its margin. Altitude 1,540 feet. Hotel: Cranberry Lake 
House near outlet, reached usually via De Kalb Junction. 

Address Ladd & Healy, Clarksboro. See page 227. 

• •••••• 

We had engaged a guide to go with us from Paul Smith's 
through the Saranacs to Long Lake, but the seventh of 
October, 1873, saw the ground covered with snow, and we 
secured a stage instead of a boat to take us to Martin's. 
The road at that time presented a great variety of scenic 
changes appreciable even to a blind man. Sometimes the 
Professor's side would rise up to get over a big stone, and 
he would come for me, but retribution was sure to follow, 
when his side went down, for then I would sail majestically 
over and light on him. We reached Saranac Lake, how- 
ever. 

Saranac Lake (village) is on the Saranac River, on the 
road between Lake Placid and Paul Smith's, 1 1 miles from 
the former and 13 from the latter. It is of considerable 
importance as a winter resort for sufferers from pulmonary 
or lung troubles, and has the approval of Dr. A. L. Loomis 
and other eminent specialists as such. 

"The Berkeley," built in 1877, was intended to meet 
the wants of this class, and since its opening has been well 
filled. The rooms are commodious and a number of them 



MAC LaKR. 

arranged in suiu, with open lire places afTarding genUl.l 
heiit in winter, pcrfccl vcnliUlion iii summer and rur-£ 
nish comfori:ible accotuniodalions lor zo guests. This! 
house and its sunouudings po&i«ss attractions of aom 
mean order for summer visitors i ilie loc^ition is pleasant;! 
it is dose by ihc river; boats and guides can be pro-T 
cured at any time for short or long trips into the wilder- 
ness, and teams can also be had on reasonable terms. ^ 
Stage daily to Ausable station, 36 miles, $3.50; to West 
port, 42 mites, $4.00. Price of board per week, $12; 
day, $a.oo; meal, 75 cents. Address K. E. Woodru 
Saraoac Lake. 

Private board can be obtained by applying to Mrs. J. Aj 
Miller. The house is pleasantly located and fumishca very'B 
comfortable accommodations to about a dozen guests* 
Price of board per week, $10 ; per day, $1.50. 

The Sakanac Lakb House, more widely known as4 
"Martin's," is at the northernextreniity of the Lower Saranac J 
take, a lillle over one mile from the village. The founder, T 
Win, F. Martin, tame here in 1849, being one of the first .1 
to essay a sporting house in the Adirondacks. Under him I 
the business grew to considerable proportions, even rival-j 
ing Paul Smith's, at St. Regis Lake. The house has been J 
enlarged from time to time, until it has outgrown the lantfa 
It stands on, and the encroachment of its motley surround-J 
ings render the immediate neighborhood unattractive tol 
an extent for which its one breathing hole — the beautiftd'l 
out-look up the lake — cannot atone, while the retreat of J 
game into the interior and the lurning of travel into more I 
fovored channels, through which the hunting and fishingg 
regions of to-day are reached, has reduced this once popu- 1 
lar resort to the position of a way station, at which the I 
round tripper disporteth for a night, and where the sports- 1 
man a,t even galhereth unto himself the cunning woodman I 
and th e fragrant hound, and at morning is not, for he hatb J 
. M, Tl. MlllerJ 
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who succeeds Mr. Martin, is a successfiil storekeeper of 
Saranac Lake, and will probably put the hotel on a paying 
basis. The outlook k certainly promising, as he assures us 
that the table will have all the delicacies of the season, 
with trout and venison at all times. Board $14 to $18 
per week; $3 per day; 75 cents per meaL Address at 
Saranac Lake. 

Lower Saranac Lake is a little less than five miles 
long by one mile and a quarter wide ; its longest way being 
from Martin's in a south-westerly course to its inlet Sym- 
metrical as a whole, it is separated into several natural divi- 
sions by outspreading peninsulas and chain-like groups of 
islands ; there being of the latter (counting as such several 
huge rocks) one for every week of the year. 

The outlet is on the east, about midway between Martin's 
and the head, receiving the flow of Cold, Rogers and Ray 
brooks on the right and the waters from Lonesome Pond 
on the left it expands into Miller Pond, then contracting 
swings gradually around and passes at the village of Saranac 

On the morning following our arrival at Martin's we took 
passage in one of Bartlett's freight boats, which chaiiced to 
be returning with brick and other hotel supplies, and at the 
head of the lake, " in the shadow of a great rock," we 
entered the inlet and sailed up through the lily pads between 
lines of tall dead trees marking what was once the shores of 
the stream. Something over a mile was passed when we 
came to the falls — but little more than rapids — where the 
water shoots down through a smooth, rocky channel, with a 
swish and a curl or two at the bottom. Here we stepped 
ashore, and while one held the boat away from the rock the 
others pulled it up through the cut, then we got aboard and 
picked our way slowly up stream. 

When we sailed up the Saranac, as related above, our 
boat displaced two inches of water at stem and 18 at stem, 
and we labored with the captain, but he allowed that he knew 
how to load a boat, so we dragged over the sandy bottom into 



Bartlett's is at the foot of the short cany, between Round I 
ake and the upper Saranac, Here the boats are taken from I 
le water and transported to the upper lake on a cart at a cost ] 
f fifty cents for each boat. The house, which will accommo- ] 
Kte about 6fty, is a long, low, old-fashioned structure, with a 1 
unbling, uncertain look about it and its out' buildings, as I 
lough they were dropped down here and there as a tempo- 1 
iry sort of arrangement. The interior is pleasant, containing j 
)me fine and well-furnished rooms: the table is excellent. It ] 

reached principally by the route we pursued and has no c( 
BCtion with the outer world save by boat or through the wild I 
The proprietor, Mr. Bartlelt, has lived there for inai^ J 
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years, and has, by virtue of location in a good hunting and 
fishing region, been largely patronized by the sportsman 
who could afford to endure minor disadvantages in consid- 
eration of its nearness to game and really superior fare ; its 
immediate surroundings, however, possessing little to attract 
ladies, or the mere pleasure seeker, has left it a patronage 
peculiar to itself, -and the increased facilities for penetrating 
deeper into the woods taken somewhat from its former 
prestige. An excellent dinner can be had in passing, how- 
ever, for 75 cents, and regular board, if desired, at from $io 
to $14 per week. Address V. C. Bartlett, Saranac lake. 

Gentle reader, if your heart does not bound in sym- 
pathy with an angler's tale, skip this ; it is only a fishy ex- 
perienc*. We decided to take a trip through the upper 
lake and retmn (as the coiu^e we had marked out simply 
led across the south end of it), and thought it would do 
no harm to put out a trolling line ; we might strike some- 
thing. So after dinner we applied to the clerk for the 
necessary articles. He did not appear particularly anxious 
to spring 'round and produce them, as he was devoted to his 
duties behind a little semicircular desk which fenced in one 
corner of the room, and afforded a safe retreat for himself 
and sundry mysterious bottles. He was very tired, but said 
he would try to rig me up ; in the course of half an hour I 
found him sitting contentedly on the porch, where he had 
stopped to rest, and was soothed with the information that he 
didn't believe there was any use trying to troU. I thought so 
myself, but, nevertheless, wanted to, as long as I had set out 
with that intention ; so he started again. After another lapse 
of valuable time I found him in the guide-house, serenely 
seated on a dry-goods box, apparently going to sleep. At 
last, however, by aid of my guide, I secured the necessary arti- 
cles and started. We went and returned, and I didn't get a 



Exciting Sport. 



bite, although I fished faithfully. Perhaps the velocity of 
boat bad something to do with our ill-luL-k : as the "g;ing 
which a shiner waa attached would spring out of the water 
occasioitBlly, and "skitter" along the surface Uke any thing 
but a fish ; but the spirit of Isaac Walton moved within t 
and I felt the excitement of the veteran angler at the vi 
gonndof the word "6ah." I had admired Murray for bis wt 
derful sitill. devoured the contents of " 1 go-a-fishing" w 
avidity and felt able to play any thing and throw any kind 
B fly in eiiatencc. In imagination, with the great piacatori; 
lights of the age. I had felt my heart thrill at sight of a polj 
wog and closed my eyes in an ecstacy of bliss, as 1 thougl 
of the terrific ravings of a half-ounce sucker when feirly/d 
With such feetiogs surging through my breast we went in 
supper. Ah I can it be possible ? Yes, j'«, it is ! it is ! ! 
school of fish-balls within easy reach ! I will catch one ; b 
irbat true fisherman can act the part of a butcher? T 
greatness in that line consists not in the amount bagged, 
the manner of doing it. My heart thrilled with the exc 
ment which the angler feels when the gently undulating t 
tiOD of the atmosphere tells him that his game is nigh, 
prepared for a cast. A moment's hesitation, in which 
momentous question presented itself whether I had bel 
take my "scarlet dragon" or "blue-tailed ibies." I tried both* 
but not a ripple stirred the quiet depths ; then 1 tried a spoon.] 
Now I contend that it requires- a great deal of skill to cast 
apoon properly for a fish-ball, especially at this season of tho, 
year. Carefully I played it around over the bread; dragged^ 
it slowly across the potatoes, skittered it iightly over the but- 
ter and let it drop where I knew the wary creatures were lying. 
In wait Slowly it settled down, lightly as the dew into tha 
heart of a blushing rose, A gentle ripple stirred the surface;; 
I felt intuitively (hat the trying moment bad come. A thrill 
shot up my arm and throughout my body to the very pit of 
my stomach as the beautiful creature curled upward anct' 
struck — struck hard. Then began the struggle for life 
the one side against science on the other — mind against mat- 
ter. It is an undoubted fact that an intellectual man, with 
good spoon, is more than a match for any fish-ball in exii 
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ence. Carefully I played him, for it was a gamey fish-bali 
The surrounding gravy was lashed into fury and foamed whit 
as the driven snow, but the cruel spoon held him, and witl 
a sullen shaking he rested on the bottom — preparing for an 
other run. Now he darts away like a flash of light, and i 
brought up by my gradually, though firmly compressing arm 
then he turned, and as he passed he clove his native element a 
the thunder-bolt might cleave a summer squash ; but th« 
spoon brought him up once more and he turned directh 
toward us. It was a critical moment — a moment of terribh 
suspense. 

** Give him the butt ! " screamed the Professor, dodging 
behind the teapot ; "give him the butt ! " 

" Stand firm. Professor I " I cried, wrought up to the high 
est pitch of excitement as the enraged fish-ball sprang seven 
teen feet in the air and made directly for me with my moutl 
wide open ; " stand firm, and the victory is ours." 

I gave him the butt as he came, and the delicate rod bent 
as a reed shaken in the wind. Oh ! the terrific fire thatblazec 
from the eye of that fish-ball will haunt me till my dying day 
Rage, agony, despair, all blended in one as, shaking the spark- 
ling drops of gravy from his gleaming sides he sprang entirel) 
over us — plunged downward on the other side and again re- 
newed the attack. But I desist. Suffice it to say that at the 
expiration of an exciting-hour and fifty-nine minutes sport, ] 
succeeded in safely landing that heroic creature and laid him 
a conquered fish-ball, at my feet. Science had triumphed. 

Mr. Murray says, that "the highest bodily beatitude h< 
ever expects to reach, is to sit in a boat with John at th< 
paddle, and match again a Conroy rod against a three-pounc 
trout ; " but as for me, give me my trusty spoon, or even i 
sharp stick. I care not who sits at the paddle, and let me onct 
more feel the deathless joy of a single handed encounter with 
an untamed fish-ball, and I'll murmur not even though 2 
yawning legislature opens and sucks me in forever. Pardor 
this ebullition, but I can never keep cool when so terribly ex- 
cited, and right here, let me lift my voice against the horribU 
practice of some coarse natures whose soul never swept up- 
ward to a spiritual conception of flies, and who, with no ei^- 
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ciwc, nve perhaps that of hunger, can. with a commrin hoJ 
and line, and filthy worms for bait, snntch a kingly trout bajB 
headed, and lay him |i;»sping in uncomfortable terror on tS 
ground, Wecannot find words of condemnation strong enougS 
lo express our horror of this barbarous practice, which is eu 
tremely vulgar, contributes nothing to science, and is in d 
probability excessively annoying to the lish. M 

On the contrary, the scientilic allurement of a denizen d 
the aqueous fluid to one more volatile is an achievement ^cU 
thy of a great Intellect. The skillful playing prepares dH 
noble creature for its iinal transition which, if not actui^| 
attended with pleasurable sensations to the subject in qiMfl 
tlon, must be owing to its lack of appreciation of the impon 
ant part it is playing in the march of inlellecL It isaltoiDOn 
christian-like and refined than bull baiting, because less daa4 
gerous, and we cannot wonder that great minds — divinesevSH 
— are sometimes translated by its wonderful fascinations. ■ 

Cokey's is on the rising ground at the south end of thfl 
tipper Saranac I^ke two mites from Bartlett's; the house M 
half log, hall frame, very nice and comfortable in appearaocin 
with accommodations for thirty guests; it commands a 
very lovely northern view of the islands and waters of IM 
lake. Board, $io.oo per week; $1.75 per day. fl 

Tkr Inl'IAN Carkv extends from this to the stony cre^| 
ponds (sometimes called spectacle ponds' from a fancied TtM 
semblance in shape to those articles^ one mile distant. It ifl 
at present a smooth road running tlir lugh a belt of cleaictfl 
land over which boats and baggage ai c drawn by parties liviitfl 
■t either terminus at 75 cents per loail. Indian legends poiiiD 
to the time when the principal village of the Saranac's stofu 
here and broad fields were full of waving corn, hence thenamM 

The Hiawatha House is on the first of the SpectaclJ 
ponds, at the south end of Indian Cany. It has accommol 
dationa for about 30 guests. Board per week, $8 tm 
$10 ; per day, $1.50. Guides, with necessary outfit fbB 
sport, c^n be obtained on applicition. John DuketS 
^^I^WMtofibf •' ^' address, Saianac Lake. J 
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In time of high water the Tupper Lake stcantol 
ascend the river to Raquetle Falls and up Stony C 
the landing at the Hiawatha House ; hut ordinarily ti 
comes no farther up the Raquette than to the Sw 

Resuming once more, if you please, the thread of oiQ 
broken narrative, we will proceed on our jotimey southiq 

Stony Creek PoNns are three in number : the first a 
rods in extent; the second — into which we went throM 
reedy gate — about a mile the longest way; the third* 
like the first. 

Stony Ckeek, applied to the stream which we entereflj 
a misnomer. It runs about three miles in making what in a "' 
straight line is but little more than one ; slow and sluggish, 
its marshy shores lined with tall grass and the sprawhog, 
ragged swamp-maples, that seem to flourish best in a watciy 
soil. From the mouth of Stony creek, down the Raquette 
to Big Tupper lake, is ia miles ; to Johnson's, at Raquette 
falls, is seven miles. Raquette falls is perhaps 12 or 15 feet 
in height. Here we stopped while our boat was dragged 
r the two-mile carry at $1.50. After dinner we follo^ 





5 boat over the carry in its awful slushy, snowy 1 
ss, and putting it in above the rapids, set out up the river 
e more. Here the water, that, at a depth of two feet, 
a rich brown or red, appeared almost inky in its black- 
!ss. Sluggish in its motion, it seemed to (ill the space 
i fsirl/iouud up in the cenue. Gi«a.\. iai"*- ^e«a 



cedars line lis banks, tiieit branches reaching out toward the 
light and downward thirstily toward the water, seeming in this 
to display their love for light and moisture, for the sides awav 
from the river were nalcedand limbless. Here the river isfot^l 
or live rods in width, and so still thnt when we passed up ^M 
seemed more like a river of black glass than water. It ht^^ 
slowly worn away the banks and undermined the cedars tla^| 
line it until they have fallen over and stand at every 09^^ 
ceivable angle with the surface of the stream, and as tb«H 
have gradually fallen, the body, with its love for the EenitlH 
h>3 curled upward, the smaller limbs that at first reached doinH 
toward the water, seemingly alarmed at their too near approaclH 
turn upward and hang in great hooks and solid festoons froi^| 
their leaning supports, the whole duplicated in the mirr(^| 
below, seemingly made our journey lie through grand isles ^M 
gothlc nrches on either side, while we floated on a thin soin^| 
ihiHg that heM us suspended midway between the heave^H 
above nnd th<.- heavens below. ^U 

About rive miles from Mother Johnson's we passed tl^| 
mouth of Cold River coming down from Mount Seward o^| 
the east and supplying, by considerable, the largest volume ^H 
Water of the two rivers which here meet Above this i^^l 
occasionally ran on a bar and had to pick our way carefultiH 
op. We bad left the ccd.irs. passed through the maples, na^| 
stripped of their foliage, and came out on a natural meadoi^| 
where the coarse hny had been cut and piled up on platfoniifl 
resting on piles, there to stay until the ice should render thei^| 
accessible to sleighs. ^M 

Over the shallow outlet we went through the tall gra^H 
where several mounds of sticks and reeds showed the presenoS 
of a colony of muskrats, out into Long Lake and across t^| 
the Island House, where a jolly party of j^tWAwt/ fellows wertH 
(laving a loud time, H 

The Island House is 7 imle.s from Johnson's, 9 fro^H 
Long Lake Village, and 12 from Newcomb through tl^| 
Catlin waters. It is a pleasant camp, but its occupation ^H 
Bt-bot el is not at all regular; at last accounts it was vacant, ^| 
^^^Bmo Lake is nearly 14 miles in length and about one mil^l 
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in width at the widest part, which is near its outlet It mna 
in a north-easterly direction, receives the waters of the Ra- 
quette River at its head and gives them up to the same name 
at its foot Thence, the water flowing northward, joins Cold 
River, and passing within about three miles of the Saranac 
lakes, turns toward the south-west, touching the foot of Big 
Tupper's Lake, then north-westerly past Potsdam to the Sf 
Lawrence. Long Lake contains several islands ; one, nearly 
midway between the inlet and the outlet is called Round 
Island, and resembles Dome Island of Lake George, only that 
it is more perfect in its dome-like appearance. Near the head 
of the lake, on the west, is the Owl's Head, a mountain marked 
on the map as being 2,825 feet above tide, but as Long Lake 
is over 1,500 above the ocean, the Owl's Head isn't much of a 
mountain after all. To the west the country is level ; on the 
east is Mount Kempshall, originally called Long Lake Moun- 
tain ; on the north the blue serrated summit of Mount Sew- 
ard, 4,384 feet above tide. 

Long Lake (village), locally known by the classic name 
of " Gouge ville," is on the east side of Long Lake, 3 J miles 
from its head. It is composed of 18 or 20 buildings, includ- 
ing school-house, " meeting-house," blacksmith shop, store 
and post-office, and is a base of supplies for the region 
round about. 

Stage (buckboard) goes to Minerva (via Newcomb) on 
Tuesdays, and returns Wednesdays; fare, $3.00. Stage 
from Minerva to North Creek, connecting with noon train 
daily; fare, $1. 

T^E Long Lake Hotel is at the village, about one- 
fourth mile from the lake shore. It is comfortably fur- 
nished, and will take care of 40 guests. Terms, $8 pet 
week ; $1.50 per day. 

The Lake House stands near the lake shore. It will 
accommodate 50. Rates, $7 to $10 per week; $1.50 per 
day. Address Mrs. C. H. Kellogg. 
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Here, at Long Lake, the road from Pottersvilleand Schroon 
touches, thence turning; south, continues along the enst sboto 
and south-west, p.nst Raquelle Lake, at places being little monj 
than a mere trail and known as the Carthage load. The T 
around, while apparently promising well, is cold and lit] 
Adapted to farming purposes, some of the clearings havlll| 
been made upwards of forty years, and quite good buildlngt 
put up, but a blight seems to have come over them, which Ei 
especially noticeable on the road toward Newcomb ; the tow: 
ship contains about 300 inhabitants, who subsist principal 
by guiding through the summer, and hunting and trapping ll 
the winter. There are several places of enteitainment bcsldc 
the regular hotel ; araoTi;,' them. Palmer's, a favorite stoppliq 
place of A. F. Tait. the artist, 2>i miles south of Kellogg's, ij 
well spoken of 

MiTCHEL Sabattis. who also keeps boarders, 1: 
Indian guide, who has ligured extensively in all histories o 
that region and deserves more than a passing notice. 

bom at Parishville, St. Law 
rence county, September 1 
1823, A pure blood of the triM 
of St. Francis, he early toi " 
(.0 the woods as naturally aai 
duck to water. On the dea 
of his mother, which o 
when he was but seve 
. of age, his father, "Capta 
Peter," as he was ui 
called, used to take him aloi 
on his various hunting f 
ig expeditions. The Captain, who earned his right t 
e by his services in that capacity during the u 
Mution, is said to have been a noble specimen of a man-* 
Jlyaswellas physically, and died in iSsgattheadvs 
f 108. As a proof of his physical powers a place is a 
i out a little belosv Raquette Pond, known as ' 

; rock." from which he once leaped to the sho^ 
|i sixteen feet dist.int Mitchel is earnest, intelligent a 
\y. a member of the Methodist church, is authority G 
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many things relating to Indian history, has probably 
more of wood life than any other man in the wilderness, i 
fearless and successful hunter and is generously admitted by 
other guides to have the best knowledge of the woods of an} 
man in the country. He killed his first deer when 13 yean 
of age, and since then the number that has fallen before his 
unerring rifle is legion ; he has also taken several bears, nine 
panthers — actually driving one, a huge fellow, along a narrovi 
shelf on the face of a ledge into a crevice, from which he was 
dislodged by two or three vigbrotis punches with a sharp 
stick in order that a companion might get a shot at him, bul 
for some unaccountable reason he failed to do it, and Sabattifl 
dispatched the beast himself; on measuring, the panther was 
found to be 9 feet from tip to tip. • In his earlier days, moose 
were plenty in the woods and he has killed twenty of thesQ 
huge animals, the last being in 1854. The old hunter is still 
hale and hearty, bidding fair, with his iron constitution, to 
guide for many a year to come. 

Long Lake has one industry wherein it stands at the head, 
that of boat-building, a " Long Lake boat " in the Adiron- 
dacks being considered the synonym of all that is graceful 
and perfect in that line. The regulation boat is about 3 feet 
wide, from 14 to 17 long, weighing when new, from 60 to 80 
pounds, and costing about one dollar per pound 



CHAPTER VIII. 

TlIK SCHUOLMASTIB. 



■ •'mental 



E SENT our Saranac guide back, andi 

quired for one who understood the l 
quette Lake region. 

■' I know the man you want," said c 
host, in a way as though he felt himself I 
sponsible for our future happine 
ley BInnchard knows all about it, juste 
from that region day heforc yesterday. 
send for him." 

He did so. and soon a little fellow fll9 
Garabaldian shirt stood before us. Thin^ 
ing of the work a guide is expected to i 
led as though this one was meant for a joke or an 
-Mental head that we would have to cany over the i 
places. Kellogg must have noticed the look of surprisal 
our laces, for, tnkmg me aside, he said : 

"Oh. he's all right; knows the country better'n I do J 
house, and will take you right every time." 

" Carry a boat too ? " 1 asked, incredulously gazing at i 
slight figure. 

" Ves, n'r/ carried a boat, oars and all, over the same rot 
a day or two ago. Then he can learn you something — ^ 
you all you want to know. There's no need of his guidingfS 
all, only he likes it. I tell you what, sir, he's qualified for b 
ter things. He's— a — school — master ! 11 " 

Of course we were overwhelmed, and engaged the acta 
master at once, finding him a willing worker, a plea 
companion and an exceptionally good guide — thoroughly d 
quninted with the region through which we were travetitigiS 

Four miles from Kellogg'swe c?mc to the rapids. Here « 
professor and myself took the loose articles, and the schOf 




master started off with the In- 
verted boat over his head, his 
shoulders fitting into the woodr 
en y<jke. on the ends of which 
ihe wales rested, looking like a 
huge inverted pickle dish on a 
puirof legs. 

Reader, did you ever assist 
over one of these portages 
where, ifi the dense furests. the 
path seldom gets dry. and the 
decayed leaves and vegetable 
mould makes a bottom with- 
out a bottom, a river of black 
muck with roots and white 
stooes projecting above the 
surface, which same are stepping places for the skiltftil but 
fearful traps for the unwary. 

The guide takes the boat and you are ex- 
pected to carry the lighter articles. You ad- 
mire him as he starts out lightly, stepping 
from rock to rock along the slippery path. 
Your soul swells with conscious freedom, you 
snuff in inspiration and black flies by the 
mouthful, gather up the oars, paddle, guns, 
fish-rods, etc., and step out determined to 
show that you too are a natural woodsman. 
arating the action, the excitement of springing from rock 
to rock, watching your feet that they do not get the start 
of you, for the solid bottom may be anywhere from two 
iches to two feet below the surface ; dodging the 
bushes that scratch your hands and slap you in 
the face without the slightest provocation. After 
awhile you find that the oars and other things 
are on a lender place, and you change only to 
\ make it worse; then they have got into a dis- 
t agreeable habit of spreading out at various 
angles — straddling saplings, going on one side 
of trees when you hai 4cs>^^cfi xo ■^w^ "a^ '*» 
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iMter, and when yon back up for another start ym wre^^^l 
jroar neck, gel a crick In your back in the struggle to <l0^^| 
the various limbs that are making unprovoked lunges at n^^| 
and at last your foot glides gently down and disappcar^^H 
the inky depths. ^^M 

Surprise, pcrspirntion and determination appears on yo^^l 
face as you pisnt the other firmly nnd making a despem^f 
effort., resurrect the missing one with a tAuci thut nearly sem^H 
you over on the other side. Now. matters are getting intA^H 
esting, and vnu. careless of results ; the guide is dlsappcarifnH 
through the trees, the things on your shoulder hurt worifiH 
and sprawl about more than ever, the young sapling nnd tre<q^| 
crowd closer to the path, and its like trying to push a G>^| 
through a knot-holu backwards. You look for all the ^'0^^| 
like a dilapidated uinbiella sailing under bare poles, wh^^f 
your expression is any thing. but that of a m.ister of l^H 
situation as you put your Toot down on one end of a d«^| 
root while the other coraes up and swats you In the &ce w|^| 
a dipper full of mud — the chances are that at about t^^| 
jnocture you begin to talk to yourself, it depends very ni^^H 
en "how you were brought up. ^^M 

Gnmly you plow forward now, caring nothing how rna^^H 
trees you overturn In your course, detennined not to bil^^| 
dotrii for them al all events; then one on cither side ci>t^^| 
an oar, and they shut up on your aching neck like a pair ^H 
shears, a friendly limb lifts your hat and drops it in the iM^H 
right where you was going to step, so to save your hat n^M 
make some playful passes in various ways, one foot g^^l 
on top of the other, then they wander otf in different dln^H 
tions and you sit down. ^H 

It is a delightful sensation to sit down — in the i^^| 
ttoods — after violent exercise — and rest. Gentle zcptlJ^H 
Meal refreshingly across your brow and black mud insll^^l 
MiBgly into your pants. At such a moment as this, free fr^^| 
the thraldom of civilization, in the solemn stillness of t^| 
mighty forests, with a soul attuned to the inspiring harmooH 
of nature, your thoughts wander back to childhood's happ^^ 
hours, and in theecstasy of the moment some well-remembered 
Mssage learned at Sabbath-scl>ool comes welling up from voui 
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joyous heart It is safest, however, not to let it well too much, 
as Bible quotations are liable to get somewhat mixed and a 
disinterested beholder might misconstrue your devotional ex« 
pressions. At such an hour the most a man wants is undemon- 
strative sympathy — such episodes, however, are only the 
spice that season the dish of glorious things served up here 
among the mountains and lakes of the great wilderness. 

A half-mile q^rry brought us to still water, then a short dis- 
tance of boating to Buttermilk Falls, (which also lays claim to 
being Murray's " Phantom Falls ! ") Here the water dashes 
and foams down over the rocks, making a descent of about 
twenty feet, and the name, though not very poetical, was 
probably suggested by the churning that it gets in reaching 
the bottom. 

" Murray talk about shooting the falls in his boat in pur- 
suit of the phantom form, is a very probable story for a minis- 
ter to tell," said the school-master with a contemptuous 
shrug. " It would sound better for one of us guides, though. 
Why, I drove a brood of ducks down over there once ; the 
old one knew better than to go — she flew up stream — but 
they — a dozen of young ones — went over, and onlytlftree 
came out alive. If^ talk of doing it I There isn't Baptist 
enough about him, but there's one thing he can " shoot," that's 
i the long bow ;" alas for Mr. Murray's reputation for veracity — 
the beautiful creations of his fancy — the bright pictures con- 
jured up by his fertile brain, are held as witnesses against him, 
simply because he, in his lavish generosity, enriched the com- 
mon occurrences of every-day life in the woods with the pre- 
cious incense of conceptive genius — leaving a dazzled world 
to separate the real from the ideal. The guides take him 
literally as he says, and have come to the conclusion generally 
that if his preaching is not a better guide to heaven than his 
book to the Adirondacks, his congregation might manage to 
worry through with a cheaper man. 

We put the boat in the deep quiet water above and went 
upward a mile and a half, then a portage of the same distance, 
brought us to Forked Lake. 

Forked Lake is a lovely sheet of water about 5 miles in 
length, and appropriately named, as it is nearly all forks - - m 



Be, comparatively straight on the south, but on the n 
p irrccuUr sliorc, whiLh, as you approach ilie center, e 
p^into a far-reaching bay, itself the main branch o 
llBlniiig a succesifion of dut^p bays, with intervening p 

tending from east and west, like emerald portals, to ^ 
lystal fields beyond. On one of these tree-covered p 
ick deep in the bay, is •' Cedars," the summer camp ot'i 
EC Uurant. of New York. 

Lii Tt.tc Forked Lake is a continuation of thisbayli 
ward (he notih. From it leads the Bottle Pond r 
the Tupper Lake region. 

Forked Lake House looks into this north bay from the 
wth sliore. It is a long two-storied house, with rooms ftjr 
3 regular guests, and dining capacity for loo, to meet the 
mand of transients and excursionists by Raquette hake 
Ceamers. Board, per week, $io to $15; day, $a; meal, J 
I^S cents. Myron Fletcher, proprietor. >s^ 

RAyi'KTTE Lake is at the south, its oudet a long anft* 
f^hich extends east nearly parallel with the south shore of 
Forked Lake, and finally, compressed into narrow limits, 
tJma north and empties into the latter, about two miles 
Above its outlet. From Leavilt's a good road crosses over 
to the steamboa.t landing near the foot of the arm men- 
tioiied, something less than a mile distant. The lal^fc is a 
great mass of bays, separated by far-reaching points extend- 
ing nearly east and west; and although its gre.itest length 
is found to be but about five miles measured through islands 
and intervening headlands, yet so inegular is its shape that 
the shore line, in its devious windings, is over 4.0 miles in 
extent. It contains 15 to iS islands. The largest — about 
three-quarters of a mile in extent — is near the south end; 
the second in extent is north of the mouth of Marion River, 
and known as Osprey Island, from the fact that a pair of 
these birds nested in one of its giant pines, and year a.ita 
vear, unmolested, reared their young. 

Ajbc first house huilt at Raquette Lake S) 
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on Indian Point. Afterward a house, barns, etc., were 
erected by a Mr. Wood, at Wood's Point, and an effort 
made at farming. A twenty years' struggle, however, ended 
in its abandonment, and when we passed by, one lone man 
— old Alva Dunning, living Robinson Crusoe-like on 
Osprey Island — reigned monarch of the beautiful lake, its 
Sabbath stillness broken only by an occasional party in 
camp or passing boat. Now it is teeming with life ; a fibre 
from the throbbing mass of travel has pierced these depthi«, 
and the shrill whistle of the coming steamer calls forth ft 
joyous crowd for their daily budget of news from the outer 
world. 

Comfortable hotels have sprung into sudden and thriftf 

existence to meet the requirements of the season, and ele r 

gant private camps dispense a princely hospitality to favorer 1 

T'^jitors. Credit for that newly awakened prosperity ii 

mainly due to the tireless enterprise of Dr. T. C. Duranv, 

ji who, while developing the resources of this section an /I 

\\ constantly extending his lines, is credited with looking stiJl 

j deeper for wilderness worlds to conquer, and making thi!- 

i Adirondack railroad, once supposed to have been lost iij, 

\- the North Woods, the popular and only practicable thoi: . 

oughfare into this resort of growing wealth and importances 

Among the private camps passed in order from the out - 

let are Judge Hedding's on the right, Blanchard*s on an 

'! island near the steamboat channel, and Ten Eyck*s at Nortl i 

Point. As we round Bluff Point we see on its south side 

the comfortable-looking Stott camp. On Indian Point, 

west of Ken will's, is Thatcher's camp ; C. W. Durant, Jr., 

. is on Osprey Island, and J. R. Strong on Round Island, 

while on a point on South Bay is Camp Pine Not, th«t 

summer place of Dr. Durant ; unquestionably the most pic , 

turesque and recherche affair of its kind in the wilderness. 

An Episcopal Church, small in proportions but of ornate 
;nd attractive design, quite in keeping with the romantic 
urroundings, has been built on St. Hubert's Isle, in which 
*nday services will be held throughout-the summer. 



^^^^B'he Raoitkttx I.akf. Mnuse is on the second coniiider- 
^^^^He paint extending from the e.-ist a» we approach from the 
^^^^WCt. It is built of lugs, iwo stories high, comfottalile and 
^^^^BiictiTe in apgwarance, and affording accominodatians for 
^^^^K guests. A plc£iaant feature cif this house in summer Is 
^^^^B'locAliOQ among th| native forest trees and the exposed 
^^^^Btition of the point, which courts notice Irom every poss- 
^^^^K breeze. The steamer lands regii);irly with mails, etc. 
^^^^nts nnd supplies c-in be had if desired. This house has 
^^^Hlned a most creditable name, not only as an excellent 
jH^^din^; pKice. but in that its guests are notably successful 
ip^yin llie chase, which is largely due to the fact that its pro- 
^ i prietor, Mr. Kenwill, is a thorough sportsman himself, and 
T -takes pride in showing proof of the above statement. 
J ,■ Roard, per week, $io; day, $2 ; meal, 75 cents. Address 
',\ 'Isaac Kenwill, Blue Mountain Lake. 1-, I>. v /^i..--,.i('_t_ »i*J 

^ Hatmorn's Forest Coitagf.s are in a pleasant grove at ''1 

lUlh Beach, at the eastern extremity of South Bay. The | 

[com modal ions consist of a log house, with many additions ' 

(dining-room, cookery, etc.; a low log cottage, ornaU, 

s style ; several picluresi|ue boxes of one room each, 

with the shaggy cedar bark, for sleeping- rooms, and , 

n camps tor such as may prefer, many liking this half wild , 

e of life, which has all the attractive features of the camp, 

!t its many annoyances; to the delicate, however, or * 

;c who may desire them, the cottage presents all the 

rts of the ordinary hotel. Board, $7 to $10 per week; 

a $2 per d.iy; 5° cents per meal. The proprietor, 

tauncey flathorn, is not only thoroughly conversant with 

it of woods and waters about his home, but is a _. 
ra/mr of considerable local note. Address Blue Moun- ' 
,ake. 

NDER THP Hemlocks " is the suggestive title of Ben- 

V hotel at Long Point, It was built in 1880, and 

sequently enlarged to afford accommodation for 40 

i sufficient. I^^^| 
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provided with the best of beds; the table is excellent, and 
eveiything about the house has that great virtue of perfect 
cleanliness which is so attractive and satisfying to the 
average mortal. It is bound to become popular. The 
location is a sightly one, commanding a wide view of the 
lake with Osprey and St. Hubert's islands near by, and on 
the east, the deep bay, the mouth of Marion River and 
Blue Mountain rising beyond. The steamer lands here on 
every trip. Board is $10 to $12 per week; $2 per day; 
!:: dinner, 75 cents. Proprietor, Edward Bennett. Address 
Blue Mountain Lake. 

Camp Bennett, close by, is a log house, to be let to par- 
ties, furnished and with service, for which address C. H. 
Bennett. 

North of Bennett's is Wood's Point. It rises gradually to 
quite an altitude. From its cleared summit at the north 
may be seen Indian Point, the broad lake, Kenwill's and 
Pierce's, and a little nearer the lovely Lake Eldon, appar- 
ently at some time a bay of the main lake, extending about 
one mile toward the east, now separared from it by a nar- 
row strip of land, through which the shallow outlet flows. 
In the bay beyond Kenwill's is Boulder Brook, the outlet 
of Sargent Ponds, reached best from Bassett's, at outlet of 
Utowana Lake. 

Over beyond Indian Point, at the west end of the north 
lobe of the lake, is the outlet of Shallow Lake, whose waters 
enter here, after a difficult passage through Cranberry Pond 
and stream. Into Shallow Lake empties that " Nameless 
Creek" where once, at sunset, -the air was literally full of 
jumping trout " (;vide Murray). Queer and Moose lakes are 
reached by this route. 

Brown Tract Inlet empties in at the head of the bay, west 
of Long Island. By following up this stream four miles, 
and carrying i^ miles, the eighth of the Fulton Chain of 
lakes is reached. Shed Lake and Mohican Pond are 



bed by the South Inlet. A picturesque fall is t« 
D interc§ting row of two miles up this strca 
jiHiON River, sometimes called the Eftst Inlet, i 
rgest feeder of liie Raquelte, bringing the waters of J 
Kfountain, Eagle and Ulowana lakes. It flows sluggf 
between reedy shores, wandering back and forth bcW 
the low hills on either side, and becoming more tortuot 
; asremi, until, about four miles above ihc head of 1 
ty, the dock is reached where the " Killoquah " is left, atitf 
P[ood road through the woods is followed to the landing 
Jthe fool of Utowana I.ake, the distance between the two 

ing something less than a mile. 
■^Fied. Bassett's " Carry Ion " is midway between the two 
pidings, where the sluggish river has become a babbling 
rook, although small boats can ascend to this point. The 
Koromodations are limited, and the style primitive, but 
B welcome is hearty, the service willing, the Icrftis reasoft- 
le, and the attractions considerable. 

Utowana I-ake is something over two miles long, a dam 
Sit across the outlet rendering it navigable nearly a half 
; further in ihis direction, and raising the water to the 
of lilue Mountain I.ake, so that the little steamers pass 
Wdily between the two. The rustic waiting-rooms at these 
Endings harmonize well with their primitive surroimdings, 
1 show the exquisite taste of their designer. When we 
region there was no puffing steamer to carry us 
s&aight to our destination, only our gallant little pedagogue, 
who, as the darkness came on, conducted us over the waters 
L^jf Eagle I.ake and up the uneven slope to find a welcome 
St in the " Eagle's Nest," once the wilderness home 
i Buntline. 



CHAPTER IX. 

"The Eagle's Nest." 

Where tlw iUteij |lcam of thi mihlDg ilrw 
li 10 biifhtly •sea on Uu rocki duk giMO, 
Where Ihe whUe plak giotn bf Che wild nd I 



Where the red deer leitps tai the puitber cteapi 
And the e>«lea •ciamOTercUffind Mrean, 
Where Che Ulles bow their heuli of maw. 
And Ihe hemlock* till threw n sbide o'er alL 

Where ihe roLllng surf Uirei the enundd tnrf. 
Where the trout loipi hL[h it the hoTering B;, 
Where Ihe iportlng fawn crou the sell green 1«« 
And the crows' shrill cry bodes s tempcK nigb— 
There iamj' home- 



^ED BUNTLINE, author of the above swetl 
;s that seem to rise upward like the joyoui 
song of a wild bird, bringing thoughts of wi) 1 
violets and the fragrance of dewy forests i.i 
I its train, this strange man, with the blende':' 
natures of the tiger and the lark ^ the tender 
imaginings of a young girl and the uncon- 
' trolled passions of a wild beast — came here in 
[856, that he m^ht escape the dangers o* 
civilization, and here had his alternate fierce 
battles and loving make-ups with his greatest 
— the bottle. He gave the place and the lakes arounj 
s they now bear ; and lived here at odd times unt 1 
the war cloud broke over the South, when his restless, ver- 
Uiresome nature called him to the field. Out. of the war he 
came unscathed; but the end is not yet; whether it will be 
'p through clearer paths to light, or downward with his lift. 







long foe. cannot be foretold, while Uie great curse is Id 
blacken the land 

But the old eagle hos flown, other birds of prey occupy t! 
nest, and a brood of young ones gnthcreii around, clir" 
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pulled our hair, and m»i 
us generally welcome, it|)| 
the way we went for 1 
food set before i 
have made ordinary bird 
of ptey tremble for the|| 
reputation. This, the o 
house in the local!^ 
in 1873, afforded 
ping place for sportsm 
through the s 

ths, and for luraber- 
during the winter. A 
gang of these hardy sons 
of toil camo in while we 
were there, took their sup- 
per, and when we thought they were fiiirly settled for the 
night and were apparently going olf in a nice snooze, those 
men of Belial got up, knocked around the furniture and alove. 
lattled pots und kettles until the rooms were full of steam 
and the air of frizzled pork and profanity, then away to the 
woods, whence with the first gray streaks of morning light, 
came the sound of their axes and the crash of falling trees. 
When river driving commences, they often stand all day long 
soaked with the ice-cold waters that come down from the 
melting snows above, and only constitutions of iron can en- 
dure what thty do iit times, but as a class they are careful not 
to tax their strength by any needless intellectual pursuits, 
such as poring over newspapers or books in the glare of un- 
healthy burners or any thing of the kind,Qnd by their abstemi- 
ous habits in these respects, many are enabled to earn from 
Iwo to three dollars per day through the season, and endure 
It for eight or ten years before they become too stiff tc 
Bagle Lake is the middle link of the Eckford chaii 




etty and about one mile long. On the east, the coi 
■ stream between it and Blue Mountain lake ha&, 
sepened to admit of the passage of the little steamer 
(pnnects with steamer on Marion river and Raquette 
TBl-tiE Mountain Lake, sometimes called Lake Ki 
p a gem among the smaller lakes. It rests 1800 feet abovft^ 
-^ide; its greatest diameter bemg about three miles. It is 
very irregular m sh.ipe, especially along the west shore, and 
contams a number of pictur- 
1 esque islaiuls, some of them 
1 mere rocks, rising above the 
surface, while others are cov- 
ered with trees of various 
kmds It IS also sometimes 
j called Tallow Lake, because 
of an old Indian who moumeij 
a canoe load of venison talUnii 
I with which he once started fot 
I the distant settlement. Alast 
[ the wind blew, the treacherota 
I'es engulfed it, and the 
\ noble Greasian paid Deer ftc 
j his temerity. 

Blue Mountain rises on tiie 
I east of the lake, 1963 feet 
above its surface. It receives 
name from the color it is 
popularly supposed to posses 
10 a greater degree than most other mountains. 

NuRTH Creek, the northern terminus of the Adirondack 
railroad, is 30 miles distant, and may be reached by daily, 
Stage during the season. Passengers arriving on the moTQ- 
ing train reach Blue Mountain lake the same evening, 
gage may be checked through. Stage fare, $2.50. 




idea, and camp etiuiiiages ran be procured here at 
r parlies, bound for the north, cle^iriug to cntei 
mess at this point, caji have their guides meet ihem 
rangement, 

r the hotels and matters pertaining thereto, see roi 
»♦&» Adirondack Railroad, page 200. 

We had reached this, the head waters of the Raquei 
and rested on the west beach, 35 miles as we had 
only s miles from where we left Long Lake, but between it 
and ua was a mountain carry of three miles, not generally 
liked by the guides. The schoolmaster decided the question 
of which route to take back by shouldering his boat and 
starting up over the mountain. The path was very good — 
a, gradual ascent for some ways, then a long reach of swamp 
and open meadow land where the springy surface of matted 
grass and interlaced roots, shook and bent over unknown 
depths of black muck tliat oozed up along the slippery step- 
ping places and mingled with the snow of the week befoi 
which still remained ; then we descended the north side 
the mountatn into the forest- embowered waters of Soul 
Pond, a row of one and one-half miles took us past th( 
t-omfottable looking shanty of A. F. Tait and to the ouUet, 
there a portage of another mile to Long Lake, and by boat 
lo the Long Lake Hotel, where we astonished the proprietor 
by the earnest manner in which we devoted ourselves to 
business at the dinner-lable ; after which we chartered a seat 
in a farmer's wagon and wenl-east to Newcomb to spei 
the Sabbath. 

Newcomb is directly east of Long Lake on the road 
Root's, 14 miles from the former, 27 from the latter, and 
miles from North creek. Stage arrives from Long 
Tuesday noon, from Minerva Wednesday noon, and 
Root's Tuesday and Saturday at 6 p. m. Stage depai 
Minerva Tuesday noon, for I^ong Lake Wednesday noi 
■ Root's Monday 
int $1.50. 
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The Half-Way House will accommodate 15 at $ 1.15 
d3.y ; 50 cents per meal. James A. Hall, proprietor. 

The Nkwcomb House will take care of a like number 
on like terms. Frank H. Pettee, proprietor. 

The Central House is new; advertised capacity 20; 
$5. to $7. per week $i.per day Jas. O. Braley, proprietor. 

D. C. Chase, near Rich lake, has accommodations for 
eight or ten boarders at reasonable rates. 

Washington Chase keeps the post-office, dry goodSy gro- 
ceries, medicine, etc., and will furnish supplies for camping 
parties and tourists. 

The Catlin Lake route is as follows : By boat througi 
Belden Pond ; carry of 1 2 rods ; Rich Lake, 3 J miles ; wes 
branch of river, i mile; Catlin Lake stream to I.illypa<l 
Pond, I m. ; Long Pond, i mile; Catlin Lake, 3J miles 
Round Pond, i mile ; ij mile carry to shore of Long Lake 
Island House, J mile ; a little over 13 miles in all. 

Mount Joseph, a curious freak of nature, and one well 
worth a visit, is six miles to the southwest, and presents 
every appearance of being an extinct volcano, only in place 
of the yawning crater is a lovely little pond 50 rods in diam- 
eter, said by some to have a depth of 80 feet, while others 
tell of vain attempts to fathom its waters ; it is, indeed, a 
curious sight, a vast spring on the very summit of a moun- 
tain 1,200 feet above tide. 

From Newcomb to Tahawus it is eight miles ; to the uppei 
works the deserted village of Adirondack — ^ten miles further. 




travels \ 
carriage of aome kind or by boat, 
been almost around the great peak 
among them. The mountains that now 
looked down on us from the north we had 
viewed from the other side : passed around to 
the west along up Long Lake ; made a loop 
liles in the trip to Blue Mountain 
and back, then east to Newcomb ; r 
must trust to our feet to carry t 
route laid down, and thanks to the pure ai 
and our initiatory struggles over the variotij 
carries, we felt equal tu the task.s 
day morning, with knapsacks strapped on our backs, 1 
Started for Adirondack, the ruined village among the mouitfl 
ains, eighteen miles distant 

Soon we saw an old friend, the Hudson River, 
whose bosom floated the wealth ol nations, here so n; 
that in places we could almost jump across it. From the : 
it came, moving sluggishly along between the dark balsai 
that lined its banks and extended, an apparently unbroked 
forest, for miles back, while away over beyond rested the faial 
blue crest of Tahawas, " the cloud-splitter." Six miles fro 
" Aunt Polly's," the road divides, the south branch going tJ 
Minerva, and the other to the lower works. 2 miles distanUJ 
thence east to Root's hotel, 23 miles further 

■'Tahawas." so called on the maps and in the postal depart 
menta, is generally spoken of here as the " lower works." ti^ 
distinguish it from the upper Adirondack village ; 
were extensive buildings at this place ; a long dam across tl 
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Hudson, here called the North River, flooded the valley 
back to the outlet of Lake Sanford, and heavy barges floated 
between carrying provisions up and bringing ore down. Now 
the dam is gone, the old kilns are ki ruins, dead trees nark 
the flat where the waters once stood, and there is, I think, but 
one family there, excepting those occupying the hotel, a large 
white house with comfortable accommodations for 20 guests, 
but aside from its interest as a hotel, is the fact that it is the 
home of John Cheney, " the mighty hunter " of the Adiron- 
dacks. 

We stopped for dinner, partially to see the old man, and 
partially because we felt a peculiar sensation stealing over 
us — an indescribable something that had attacked ns 
regularly three times a day of late. In answer to our sum- 
mons, a young man appeared in the doorway, of whom wt^ 
asked if we could have dinner. 

" I dunno," said he. After a suitable time given to silenoei 
Ihe subject was again advanced in the way of an assertioD- 
" W-e w-o-u-l-d 1-i-k-e s-o-m-e dinner / " 

The smile increased in sickly strength, and it was evident 
that he sympathized with us — sympathy is good, but it won't 
sustain life. We made another effort : 

" Can we have dinner ? " 

He laughed a little, said " fifty cents," then he laughed a 
ittle more and rested at a half smile ready to go ofif at the 
slightest provocation. I looked at the Professor and did not 
wonder that the young man had misgivings as to his inten- 
tions, the Professor looked at me and was not surprised that 
the pleasant youth was in doubt as to mine. Time had passed 
lightly over our heads without improving our clothing in che 
least. I tried another tack : 

" Is Mr. Cheney in ? " 

*• Guess not, hah." 

"Where is he ? " 

" Gone huntin', guess." 

" Mrs. Cheney ? " 

A flickering smile seemed to admit that that fact could nc 
'onger be concealed. 

'* We would like to see her." 
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** Fifty cents— dinner — hah." 

" But I want to see Mrs. Cheney." 

" Can — spose — hah." 

With a withering look at the Prof, whose dilapidated appear- 
ance had undoubtedly brought us into such a plight, I started 
on a tour of discovery and found Mrs. Cheney flying around, 
preparing a dinner for us, having evidently seen us coming 
«nd concluded, by our looks, that we needed something — ^which 
we soon had, and while enjoying it, she, in a pleasant, cheery 
sort of way, talked about her absent husband. 

He was bom in New Hampshire, June 26, 1800, living there 
and at Ticonderoga until 30 years of age, when finding that 
game was growing scarce, he shouldered his rifle, and calling 
his faithful dog, set out for the then almost unknown wilder 
ness. For years he lived alone on what his gun brought hm 
and ever since, his life has been that of the hunter. Manj 
stories are told indicating his coolness in times of danger, his 
skill and daring as a hunter, and an account of his perilout 
adventures would fill a large volume. Headly, the historiai, 
saw him when he first visited this region thirty years ago, ani 
speaks of him as having " none of the roughness of the hui- 
ter, but as one of the mildest, most unassuming, pleasant met 
to be met with anywhere." Mrs. Cheney said he had gone 
hunting with some of "the boys," "for" she continued, witi 
a flash of pride, in her sense of ownership, " if he ts 73 yeais 
.> d, he can run in the woods now and beat most any of 'eii 
when he feels like it ; if you could see him and he happens to 
feel all right, you could find out a good deal, but he's awful 
changeable, either awful good or awful bad." We did not sec 
him, but in reply to a letter, received the following in a finn, 
readable hand : 

♦ ♦ ♦ «< I'ye always had a great love for the woods and a 
hunter's life ever since I could carry a gun, and have had a 
great many narroT^ escapes from being torn to pieces by 
bears, panthers, wolves and moose, and many a time I have 
had to put a tree between myself and an enraged bull moose. 
After a while, finding a rifle unhandy to carry, I had a pistol ■ 
made expressly for my use. The stock was made out of a 
birch root the barrel was eleven inches long and carried a 



J 



n exhiliitLon at the Geological 
ane hundred dollars for it aftei 
it was pretty nearly worn out J 
Once Iwasrowingafteralarge| 
buck deer, when it was r 
dently discharged, the balll 
Striking mc about half wajrl 
between my knee and ankle,! 
came out on the other sidflil 
just below niy ankle joint, botM 
being 14. miles from any habi-r 
tation and alone, I only stopncdl 
long enough to see what ban 
it had done, then seized myfl 
oars and started for him aj 
iO^^,^ a. th„ thought n™ck n, 
/ " ' /TS may need that deer now n 

^ than ever. I caught up 1 
le short work of it. took him ashore, dressed"^ 
Iting him up, but I soon perceived tliat if J e 
of the woods I must lose no time, as my boot was full of blood 
and my ankle began to pain me very bad, so I cut two crotched 
Hticks, and by their help managed to get out ofthe woods, but 
it took me about eight hours; 1 only stopped to set dowaj 
once, it was so hard to start again. 

1 could tell you lots of my adventures if I could Bee you^ 
but Bnd I must stop writing as it would take all the papet iivl 
the house to write one quarter of them 

Accompanying this was a photograph of the old hunter— 
a venerable looking face set in a framework of silvery hair ' 
and beard — bearing a kindly look over all, even though the 
eye had a severe expression — caused undoubtedly of that 
blawsted photographer who is continually stirring a body up 
bjf sprightly commands to "look pleasant." ^M 

From the lower to the upper works it is ten miles over a^H 
ble road running north along the west side of the valley ;^^| 
iaifwjy up, the foot of Lake Sanford is reached, where boats ^^ 
he taken if desired, although the best way, if not desirous 
tebing, is to continue along the ioa6, Ttvt \■^J«.fc■^&^««^ 
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miles long, the shores low and marshy, looking more HI 
broad river than a lake, as it rests between the hills OD 
west, and North river mountain on the east. 

Tust above the head of Lake Sanford is the " new ibr; 
the huge building itself in a dilapidated condition, but 
great stone furnace, forty feet square at its base, stands 
and solid as when made ; a few rods beyond this is the nii 
villige, where a scence of utter desolation met our view. 




Nearly a quarter of a century has passed away since 
busy hum of mdustry sounded here* where once was bi 
the crash of machinery and the joyous shouts of childiti 
play, is now the shrill bark of the fox or the whir of 
startled partridge ; in place of the music of voices, all 
silence, solemn and ghostly. Over the mountains and 
middle ground hung a dark funereal pall of cloud ac 
which the setting sun cast bars of ashen light; they fell 
the nearer buildings bringing out their unseemly scan 
ghastly relief and lay m strips across the grass grown sti 
which led away into the shadow. On either side once st 
neat cottages and pleasant homes, now stained and blackc 
by time; broken windows, doors unhinged, falling roo&, 
ting sills and crumbling foundations, pointed to the ruin' 
must surely come. At the head of the street was the old 
nafe, a part of one chimney still standing, and anothers 
tered by the thunder bolt lay in ruins at its feet. The m 
wheel — emblem of departed.,power — lay motionless, sa? 
piece by piece it fell away. Huge blocks of iron, pilei 

•WrinoBin 1S73. Tbeworkiworofinally ibandonedia 1347-8. 
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f on, coal bursting rrucn the crambling kilns, great shafls 
en and bent, rotting tlmbeis. sluncs a:id rubbish lay in 
common gnvc, over which loving nature had thrown a 
ud of creeping vines. 

nr the centre of the village was a large house said at one 
to have accommodated one hundred boarders, now grim 
silent; near by at the left stood the pretty schonl house; 
etepB, worn by many little feet, had rotted and fallen, 
rindows were almosl paneless, the walls cracked and rent 
der where the foundation had dnspped away, and the 
a yawned wide, seeming to say not •■ welcome " but " 1 



Aad KJd IS pliia u wblipci In iba ear, 

Tbg pUce li tuuDtcd." 

we advanced a dog appeared at the side of the house and 
cd dismally, then, as if frightened at the sound of its own 
!, slunk away again out of sight We knocked at 
,but no sound savea hollow echo greeted us from within ; 
was also deserted. Then we went out in the middle of 
itreet where, suspended In a tree, hung the bell that used 
II the raen to work, and on the Sabbath, perhaps the vil- 
a to wprship in the little school-house near by. Clear 
iweet, pure and fearless, its tones rang out over the for- 
Kway to the mountains, then back to ua dying out i 
Kihoes, and with it went the cloud that had oppressed our 

,ce more we knocked at the door of the large hoi 
ad ourselves to enter, and. passing through the sounding 
made our way to the back portion of the house, which 
signs of having been recently occupied, foraged around 
we discovered that there was no danger of immediate 
atiOQ, then built up a fire and set about preparing c 
ling meal, hut soon gave place to the rightful owne 
Just then entered and made us welcome. 
lus building is now occupied, during the summer, by 
ibeis (if llie Adirondack club, who have put it in good 
ir, add ed several boats and a large quantity of salmoi 
s Sandford, 



138 The Adirondacks. 

and have also secured, for breeding purposes, a pair i 
moose, which are confined here in a tract of inclosed fore 
intending to turn the young loose as they become able 
take care of themselves.* 

" The Adirondack Club " was incorporated in the ( 
of New York in March, 1877. Officers — President, Ji 
R. Thompson, Jersey City; Treasurer, Wm. E. Peaisoi 
Secretary, Thomas J. Hall, New York; Executive Coimn 
tee, Francis H. Weeks, George W. Folsom, and William I 
Powers. Elections are held annually on the first 
of March. The number is limited to twenty members, 
thirty associate members, and composed of men of high 
position and noted philanthropy. Rutheford Stuyvesant, 
New York, is among the number. Verplanck Colvin, wl 
exploration of these mountain fastnesses will forever 
his name with the Adirondack region, is an honorary memi 

The objects of the Club are the protection, stocking, 
.crease and capture of fish and game in and about the tenil 
owned by the Adirondack Iron and Steel Company, in 
county, which has been leased for a term of years for 
purpose, — and the promotion of social intercourse among 
members. Their head-quarters in the Adirondacks will 
at the Ruined Village. The declared policy of the Qub 
to stop the indiscriminate slaughter of game and fish in 
region. Each member is entitled to two permits in adfi-j 
tion to his individual right, outside of which no hunting Ol^ 
fishing will be allowed. Visitors will ordinarily have nO 
difficulty in finding accommodations. Board, per weA 
$10; per day, $2. Address Myron Buttles, Tahawus. 

The old village is in the midst of wild and picturesque 
scenery ; just a little way north is Lake Henderson; fromtbe 
head of this a trail leads to the Preston Ponds, head of 



*In 187S four moose — a male, female and two young — i^-ere proaired and sent h* 
at a considerable expense. The calves ate cold pison (supposably rank grass sprinpl 
from the bodies of poisoned foxes), and died the first season. The bull received injunri 
in the woods, which caused hb death in April, 1880; and the cow still Gves, but )M 
never fully recovered from the effects of the diet which b supposed to have caused Ai 
taking off of the unfortunate yoox^ 



^^^^^■er; Lake Harkness is one mile distant : Lake Andrews, 
^^^^^B lifted for its quantities of trout, two. Toward the 
^^^^Kst to Calamit}' pond it is Qve miles ; to Lake Colden, J 
^^^Btalanche lake, eight and a half; to the summit of Mt. | 
^^^K twelve miles. 

^^^■^istOTf of the place is brief and sad. In 1826, Messrs. ^ 
^^^^Rflon, McMartin and Mclntire had iron works at North ' 
^^^^P.One day an Indian showed them : 
^^^Hlftble purity, which he said came from a place where | 
^^^^Wrun over dam, me find plenty all same." 
^^^^nervices of the Indian were secured at once, at the rate I 
^^^^B shillings and what tobacco he could use per day, to 1 
^^^^Kt them to the place spoken of. Equipped for a long'n 
^^^Bthey started, and on the second day arrived at the site 
^^^^K present village, where they found, as the India 
^^^H^ere the water literally poured over an iron dam. Has- 
^^^^V(o Albany, a large tract of land, embracing the princi- 
^^^^B beds in that vicinity, was secured, forges, etc., built 
^^^^Bons commenced, and a road cut from the lower works 
^^^Ke Champlain. Mr. Henderson always had a nervous J 
^^^^^ fire-arms, and on the day of his death his pistol n 
^^^^ft pack earned by his Guide, who laid it down 
^^^^■ti service required of him. Thinking that it had fallen ' 
^^^^Btnp place, Mr. Henderson picked it up and drc 
^^^■Bck near by ; with the motion came a sharp report from 
^^^B^tol, the hammer of which had probably struck the rock 
^Erl^iiDg, Mr. Henderson fell to the ground, saying " 
ihot,"and soonbreathed hislast. The hunter Cheney waswith I 
him at the time, and tells a pitiful story of the grief of the I 
Bttle son. who was also along. The body was borne out c 
Ihe shoulders of workmen, and afterward a beautiful monu- I 
ment placed where he fell, bearing the inscription : '■ Erected I 
fay filial affection to the memory of our dear father, Davidv 
Henderson, who accidentally lost his life on this spot by theil 
premature discharge of a pistol, 3d Sept., 1S45." The placsfl 
has since been called Calamity Pond. 

The whole i-nterprise had been financially a failure. In the ' 
•leath of Mr. Henderson the motive powei; wis Ttn^ciNtA.- ■a».^ 
it n-as allowed to run down, work gta.Aa'aWj ta-iw.*.. ■«*. 



140 The AD1RONDA.CKS. 

three years after his death the upper works were abaBdoiM( 
the lower ones were soon after left, and at last al! that remaiiu 
of the noisy village was an old Scotchman and fiunily, wl 
took care of the property and took in strangers that chana 
to come that way, myself among the number. 

Well do I remember the night when they sent us to slee 
in one of the deserted houses having the reputation of beifl 
haunted. We did imagine that we heard curious sounds durio 
the night, but whether uneasy spirits or some poor dog thati 
had robbed of his nest we could not tell. We quieted 01 
fears and consciences, however, with the reflection that if 
was a ghost, it would never think of looking for human beio^ 
in that bed, and if a dog, he certainly hadn't lost any thin 
worth mentioning in the operation. 

Lake Colden is two miles from Calamity Pond, and 
from the village. Here the Marcy trail should be left an 
time given to one of the wildest water views in the mountain 
which is reached by a rough trail of i^ miles toward tl 
north. 

Avalanche Lake is high up among the mountains, 2,8^ 
feet above tide, its waters like ice and its walls of black roc 
running down deep under and up perpendicularly hundred 
of feet on either side. It is half a mile in length, and bat 
few rods wide. Between it and Lake Colden are two immens 
slides that descended the mountain long before the place wa 
known, and are now covered with a heavy growth of timbei 
supposed by some to have caused the little lake by imprison 
ing its waters in the narrow defile. 

In 1867 an avalanche of loose rocks and earth swept dowa 
ward from the summit, and carrying everything before i 
plunged into the sleeping lake below, nearly dividing it in two 
This, the latest of any note, can be followed up to near tb 
summit, but cannot be left without the aid of ladder or roptt 
Where it started it is but eight or ten feet broad and as mair 
deep, but increasing in volume as it dscended, it tore its w« 
through the soft rock until, at the bottom, the track is 75 fee 
wide and 40 or 50 deep. 

Here in 1868 occurred a pleasant little episode, in whid 
• Bill Nye took a hand," which we wish to remark is not fl 




called, is one o| 
moulded men jui 
nearly sis feet in 
erfuily built, kno 
ger or fatigue, and well versed 
in woodcraft. Silent, morose ' 
n if you in any way gain 
dislike by a display of 
, supposed superiority, (and by 
3 way, he is but a type of 
the old time guides wiio, i 
class, are modest, unassum 
I, as nob!e a set of men as walks the earth — v 
urned their own insignificance among the grand things 
e and silence in her solitude; who know what is be- 
m, and the upstart who presumes too much on, 
as employer, expecting fawning servility, had 
o back to civilization for all the extra comfort he can 
a sojourn in the woods.) If he likes you he cannot 
I for you, always ready and willing, and around I 
BDp fire his tongue once loosed, the stories of wild wood ^ 
in his quiet quaint style is full of interest — anda 
e for the bluci* 

e Bill — how about that adventure of yours at Avat- 
inclie Lake?" said one of the party gathered around the 
blazing fite. We all had heard of it, but wanted the facts 
from the principal actor. 
" What adventure ? " said Nye, 

" Oh, come, you know what one we mean ; go ahead." So, 1 
.after considerable innocent beating about the bush to ascer- ^ 
tain the one meant, although it was perfectly evident that he 
knew all the time. Nye told his story: 
"Well, boys — some of you may remember a party of three 
Mr. and Mrs. Fielding and their neice, from somewhere or 
Other on the Hudson, that I went guiding for in 1868. Mr, 
Fielding, was rather a little roan, tivie tA vN\u?ie tijv\0*. 



B in iSr,. 



a acSve tiaft- » ei.a*,>MV 






/ 



V 



The Adirondacks. 



^^^<6ned, impulsive sort, who make up their minds quick and 
liable to change it in five minutes afterward, but a very 
'generous gentleman withal ; his wife was taller and heavier 
than he, would look things carefully over before she expressed 
an opinion, and when she made up her mind to do a thing she 
did it; the neice — Dolly they called her — was about sev-. 
enteen years old, a splendid girl, handsome as a picture, and 
she knew it too, all very sociable and willing to talk with 
any one ; and I tell you boys, when I look at such a girl I 
sometimes feel as though may be I have made a mistake in 
living alone so long, but I'm too old a dog now to think of 
learning new tricks, so we will go on." 

" Well, our trip was to be from Nash's through Indian Pass 
to the iron works, then on to Mount Marcy and back by way 
of Avalanche Pass. We got rather a late start trom Nash's, 
and all the boarders told Mrs. Fielding she could not go 
through that day. She says ' you'll see I shall, if the guide 
will show me the way.' She did go through, though she 
traveled the last three or four miles by torch-light I tried to 
have her let me build a little camp and stay till day light, she 
said * No ; you know what they said when we started, if you 
can find the way I am going through.' I told her I could find 
the way if it was darker than a stack of black cats ; she says, 
* lead on, I will follow.* The last mile she carried her shoes 
in her hand, but she beat, and that was enough. The next 
day we went to Lake Colden and camped ; the next to Mount 
Marcy and back to Colden camp again. 

The following day we started to go through Avalanche Pass 
to North Elba — you will remember the walls, hundreds of 
feet high on either side, that you can neither get over nor 
around without going around the mountain, well, along one . 
side is a shelf from two to four feet wide and as many under 
water, and when we got there they wondered how we were 
to get past. I said I could carry them or I could build a raft 
but to build a raft would take too much time while 1 could 
carry them past in a few minutes. Provisions were getting 
short and time set to be at North Elba, so Mr. Fielding 
says, " Well, Matilda, what say you ? Will you be 
r.arried over, or shall we make a raft?" Mrs. Fiel^* 



■Hitch op, Matilda t" 



IbB nys: 'If Mr. Nye can Ao il. and itilnks It snfc. I 
te carried over, to save time' ■ WrII. Dolly, what do yeu My 
"Oh. if Mr. Nye can carry «unt over he cnn me. of 
Ihlnk it wooM be a novelty.' Mr. Fielding anys; 'Well, 
have concluded to be carried over, if you can du it safely.' 1 
Mid " perfectly safe ; I have carried a man across that weighed— 
iSd poands. and a nervous old fclluw, at that.' I waded acroajl 
and back to oee if there had been any change in the bottoflj 
^Dco 1 was there before. When in the deepeat place tbfl 
water is nearly up to my aims for a step or two ; I had nothioH 
with me then. When I got back Mrs. Fielding said she dtS 
oot see bow I was going to carry them across and keep thei^B 
oat of the water, 1 said ' I will show you ; who is going id 
rids firat?' Mr. F. said 'it was politeness to see the ladieM 
safe first; so jV.t/i'/rj^i must make the first trip ; ' j,<g would 'l^B 
the politeness go, and would like to see Mr. F. go ovei firstj 
bnt he said ' she had agreed to ride if I saJd it was safe ; "ii^M 
te wanted to see her do it :' ' and n» I will!' said she; *hri«H 
Bin 1 to do it ? ' I s°t down with my back against a rock thafl 
came nearly to the top of my shoulders, told her to step ofl 
the rock, put one foot ovi;r one side of my neck, the othaS 
over the othei side, and sit down. Thai was what she did nofl 
feel inclined to do, and was going to climb on with both feflfl 
411 one side, but her husband told her to 'throw away her defB 
icacy, and do as I told her,' reminding her of her word, whicfl 
Wu enough ; she finally sat down very carefully, so far ■^owfl 
on my back that I could not carry her, 1 told her it wouldnS 
do, and at last she got on and 1 waded in. fl 

" ' Hurrah \ there they go ! ' ■ Cling tight. Matilda ! ' shoutaaB 
the young lady and the husband in the same breath. 'Holfl 
your horse, aunt!' laughed Dolly. 'Your reputation as fl 
rider is at stake; three cheers for aunt Mazeppa! — I meaiS 
aunt Matty : novel, isn't it ? Unique and pleasing ; /ou beafl 
Rarey, auntie, that's what you do ! ' ■ 

'■ I had just barely got into the deep water, steadying mysetA 
with one hand against the rocks and holding on to her feeM 
with the other, when, in spite of all 1 could do, she manage^f 
to work hfilf way down my hack. ■ 

" ' Hitch up, Matilda ! kilck up. Matilda 1 why don't you hitclfl 
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apt' scTearned Mr. Fielding, and I could hear him dancii^ 
around among the rocks and stones, while I thought Dolly 
would have died laughing, and the more he yelled bitch up.' 
the more sAe hitched dawn, and 1 began to think I would have 
to change ends, or she would get wet; but by leaning way 
over forward, I managed to get her across safe and dry. Then 
' how waa she to get off? ' 1 said, ' 1 will show you.' So I 
bent down until her feet touched the ground, and she just 
walked off over my head, the two on the other side laughing 
and shouting all the time. 

Then came Dolly's turn ; I told her that she must sit straight 
as a major general ; she said she would — she'd let them 
that all the money spent at riding schools hadn't been thrown 
away in A/r case. Wondered if any poet would immortalize 
her as they har t'hil. Sheridan ; then with some kind of : 
conundrum about Balaam (1 never thought much of conun 
drums anyway) she got on and 1 took her over and unloaded 
her the same as I did her aunt. The rest was easy enough, 
rather more in my line too. and we got back all right. Of 
course 1 did no more than my duty at the time, but you q 
bet I kept pretty still about it for some time, until at last it 
leaked out; but there is one thing I would say, the ladies 
never told of the adventure or made the slightest alius 
to it in public as some would, in my presence at least, and f«i 
thus showing so much regard for the feelings of a bashful 
man and a bachelor I shall be grateful to them to my dying 

Lake Hehderson is about two miles long; its outlet near 
the centre on the east, about half a mile north of the 
iron works ; through this break we see the high peak of 
Colden. and the track of the Avalanche from summit to base 
gleaming like snow in the sunlight ; the beauty of the shore 
impaired hy dead trees that line them, but it is 
■ithal a beauliful sheet of water. Mountains stoop down to 
all sides, 
■■ west is 
1 Sandanona, 
Ijenderson sjid 
Panther Moaii-< 




IRitflTg : while on the nnrth we can look up n gradual slops' 
(brongh gnnd old Indian I'uss. with the dark green sides of, 
Mclotytu on the right and miglity WuU I'ace on the left, tiB- 
ittg almost perpendicularly over i ,300 feet from the trail beloWt 
Pulling to the head of the lake in a boat, of which there an 
several as safe as the one Noah built, we took to the woods 
accompanied by abrothcrof Mrs. Moore's, who kindly offered 
to Kan us on our way, and followed up along the cut tide at 
the npid ■ti«ain thst came from the notcb abore. 



slops^^l 
es bf^^H 

eloV) ^^1 

roods ^^ 




vilder and r 



CHAPTER XI. 

Indian Pass. 

y HAD expected to find a level, fertile, grove-like 
way through which we could walk with little. 
[ exertion in the shadow of great rocks on either 
side, but how different the reality ; for three 
miles the rise was gradual, then we began t(> 
I climb, crossing the rivulet back and forth as wi 
went upward, at times making long detourg tc 
the right and ascending tlie mountain Bomi 
distance, then a level stretch along its aides unt ) 
the wildly dashing torrent was reached onci 
more ; then onward, upward, the path giowin|| 
; difiicult. the brooklet bounding from rocli 
to rock, then lost in some dark cavern, anon trickling dowii 
among the huge boulders, gurgling in muffled music beoeBtli 
our feet, then bursting out to rest a moment in some mossj 
basin, pure crystal in an emerald setting on which floate'l 
fairy ships of Autumn leaves, then onward in its long joitt 
n6y to the sea. 

We had caught occasional glimpses through the trees of- 
was it a cioud or solid rock that rested off toward the left, wi. 
could hardly tell until we traced its outline against the sky, for 
Indian summer had hung hermantle of haze over the great cUfl 
and it seemed butashade or two deeper than the blue above. At 
last, through an opening it came out ; vast, grand, overwhelm- 
ing, immeasurable. The eye saw it hanging in mid-air, a clond, 
an outline, a color; tender, sweet, luminous. The soul felt and 
bowed beneath its awful weight. The giant pines that fringed 
its brow seemed bristling hair, the great rifts and seams ■ 
faint trncery that scarred its sides. Motionless, it still seemed 
to be sweeping grandly away as clouds shot upward from be- 
hind and passed over to the east, then approaching, aad re 
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treating, as cool gray shadows and yellow sunlight r&cad 
swiftly across or lay in slant bars along down its misty &ce. 

But the highest point was not reached yet ; we were just 
entering at the lower gate, and for nearly a mile it was a con- 
tinuous climb over great chaotic masses of jagged rock, 
thrown there by some convulsion of Nature, now on a huge 
fragment that seems ready to topple over into the gulf below, 
now under a projecting shelf that would shelter a laige com- 
pany, now between others from which hang dripping mosses 
and sprawling roots, stooping, crawling, clinging to projecting 
limbs, climbing slippery ledges, upward all the time. 
■:j The trees that had found lodgment on the top of the rocks 

seemed to reach out thirstily for something more than they 
found in their first bed ; one that we noticed had taken root 
on the top of a huge boulder, and sent down a mass of inter- 
woven roots twenty feet to the damp earth beneath. 

At last we near the summit and stand on Lookout Point ; 
close by rises that grand wall a thousand feet up, and extend* 
ing three hundred feet below us, reaching out north an<i 
south, majestic, solemn and oppressive in its nearness ; a lonn 
line of great fragments have fallen, year by year, from the 
cliff above and now lie at its foot; around on every side 
huge caverns yawn and mighty rocks rear their heads where 
He who rules the earthquake cast them centuries ago. Along 
back, down the gorge we look, to where five miles away and 
1,300 feet below us is Lake Henderson, a shining drop in the 
bottom of a great emerald bowl. 

Slowly the sun swung around toward the west, the shadow 
of the great wall crept down into the valley across the gray 
rocks, and over toward the mossy ones that had Iain there 
unnumbered centuries ; gradually the sweet tinkling, gurgling 
music of the infant Hudson died away and solitude reigned. 
Then as we passed onward a familiar sound came once more, 
faintly at first, then more distinctly, the singing of little 
waters ; first trickling over rocks, then dancing downward, 
increased in volume by tributary streams from the slopes of 
Mclntyre — rocked in the same mountain cradle, twin brothers 
and equal at their birth — the mighty Hudson rolling south- 
ward, and the impetuous Ausable dancing away toward the 



north. DowD the rocky bed of ihe Utcam vc went 
bad left the pads behind, through tiic thick pines atiii 
out into hard timber land, our only guide the blvtcd tree*, 
the leave* covered the ground like a thick carpet, often hi 
tag the slight trail Over the foot hills of the mountain 
the west, often misled by seeming paths until the absence 
scara on the trees warned us to retrace our steps and gather 
up the missing thread. On and on, until It scMned that the 
e^hteen or twenty miles we had eipected to travel before 
seeing a familiar landmark had lengthened out into twice I 
number: then in the gathering twilight we emerged from 
waoda in light of North Elba, forded the Ausable— grown 
be quite a river since wc had left it away back toward 
head — and up to Blin's, with a sound as though a wlioli 
colony of bull-frogs were having a concert In each boot 

Does it pay to go through Indian Pass ? I answer a thou- 
land times yes. It costs a little extra exertion, but the 
experiences and emotions of the day come back in a flood ol 
y)y recollections, and the soul is lifted a little higher and 
ttetter by a visit to that grand old mountain ruin. 
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r across the river at the west, visible from Bhn's, is 

ISrown's grave, which we touched from the north, then 

i westward to the Saianacs. 

[Bs'i something over a mile north and east, is described 
i preceding pages. Here we took dinner, and, in 
m, went to Keene, thence south, through the valh 
a that region is usually visited by way of Westport at 
Kthtown, we will glance ai ihal route. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Pleasant Valley, 

'EAVING Westport, an enjoyable stage ride 
of eight miles in a westerly course, takes us 
through a notch and out where we can look 
down into that lovely mountain-guarded re- 
treat known as Pleasant Valley, Bcaiccly less 
beautiful than its twin sister Keene Valley 
over across the grand ridges to the west, 
save that the mountaitls do not croivdr 
against it quite as closely, and look dowitj 
on it from less giddy lieiglits. Like 
other, this is a favorite resort for the artist, the quiet 1 
of Nature, and for ladies, whose protectois — niade t 
sterner stuff — are away in the mountains and lakes of ti 
west. 

Elizabethtown, the picturesque little village at ouf (i 
is the county seat of Essex, contains a population of a 
twelve or fifteen hundred. It has five churches — Congi 
tional, Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal and Roman 
he — four or five stores, county offices, courthouse, jail s 
three hotels. Ir is peculiarly an American town, with no 
foreign population, and no mills or forges to fill the streams 
with sawdust, clothes with soot, or eyes with cinders. Thb 
Valley House is near the centre of the village. Terms 
unknown. H. H. Sherbum, proprietor. The Mansion 
House is on the plateau south of the village, about 50 feet 
above the level of the Bouquet, capacity, 125. Terms 
unknown. Win. Simonds, proprietor. 



^^^P Ku^AilCniTOWN. ist, 

Tbr WmnsoR is west of Uie Umuion House, and faceal 
te village grten, wluch, with nkely kqit latvn and tbrifiyfl 
'Dong shoitc irecH, tnakoit ihe location attractive and pleas*! 
cnL The hotel nccominodnlinnM ore ccimpriM^d in [ndur-f 
itqne niii tiuililin)i|;<i, three stories in height, nearly kut-I 
rounded hy double piazzas, anil each building surmounted % 
by a large observatory witli stained glass windows. The ] 
Winditor affords accommodations for loo guc!>ts. The coo- 
Muent office and recc|ition room, cozy parlors and com- I 
i&odiotu siccping'rociro.s, show ii thorough knowledge of tha J 
^Mnts of the public, and the arrangeraenis throughout are J 

EljJctC and thorough enough for the reasonable comfort^ 
the most fastidious. TIic proprietor, Orlando Kellogg, f 
been very successful, during the short time which thia J 
nnue hm been open, la placing it among the leading hotels I 
^ the A di ion (lacks, to the no small detriment of its more J 
JM)&[ualiid neighbors ; and he now promi«:s entertainment^ 
•iitorpasscd in the entire region — a promise which he iaM 
fnqocBtionably able to make good. To Mr. Kellogg's.f 
(fiHetprue and inlluence is due a large share of the popu-*" 
"Wty of this place and route through to deeper portions of 
''le AdironrlacWs, and we bespeak for him a liberal patron- 
*|e. Boanl,.'fioto lis per week; $2.50 per day; 75 cents 
*er mcaL Address at Klizabethtown, as above. 

Stack to Wkstpokt {KeUogg's), to connect with steamer I 
I'armonl, and lo all trains, tare, $1. 

To ScHRooN Lake (31 miles south), stage (buckboanl)'j 
*VL Root's, on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, returning ] 
Ml tdieruate days; $2.50. 

To KEK.Nii Valley, stage (passing all hotels, 17 miles), ] 
iaily. Fare, $1.50. 

I To Saranac Lake, stage (Fred. Bronson's line) leaves 
P^abethtowQ daily at 8 a. m. Fare to Keene, $1 ; Ed- i 
ttaads Pond.i, $1.50; Ames, $2; Lake Placid (27 miles), j 
|a.jo; Saranac Lake (35 miles), fare, $3. J 
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by a sharp climb of two n 
one of the finest high vie 
dacks. said by some to be : 
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HE AdiroNDAS 

CoBBLB Hill, a little way toward the south-west, is a bold 
[ craggy mountain front, rising lilte a huge pyramid apparently 
f right up out of the plane at the end of the road. *" Old Huk- 
l ricank" is the highest peak near by; a sharp cone on which 
r the sun seems to hang as it bids the valley good night. A 
ase five miles distant, from whicb 
liles the summit is reached, giving 
ws to be obtained in the Adiroi- 
.econd only to that of Whitefece, 
mountains approach each other, 
growing rough and precipitous as the level interval narrows 
down, at places breaking off suddenly in perpendicular walls 
a hundred feet in height, at others, rounding over in great, 
nobby, boulder-like masses to the level that Hows along theli 
base almost as evenly as though it were water instead of the 
fertile bed of a valley. 

Eight miles from Elizabethtown is Split Rock Falls, where 
the water comes sparkling and foaming down through agoige 
and over the rocks, descending about a hundred feet, thei 
takes its quiet way along toward the north. 

Euba Dam is, or rather was, the name of a little place tww 
raites further, but as its use had a tendency to familiarize tl» 
youth of the land to incipient profanity it was changed ti> 
Euba Mills. 

Six miles, over a rough road, is Deadwater, appropriatelf 
enough named, for the few weather-stained buildings are al- 
most worthless. North Hudson is four to five miles farther, 
and Root's famous old hotel-stand, two miles beyond that 
From Roofs to Schroon Lake is about nine miles. North o( 
Eli/abethtown the road runs through close under the frown- 
ing ledge of Poke-o'-Moonshine, and out across the plain to 
Keeseville, twenty-two miles distant. To the west it windl 
up over the mountain pass between Old Hurricane and tho 
Giant, through a wonderfully picturesque drive to Keene, 
eleven miles, westward, by the lovely Edmonds' ponds, at 
the base of Pitchoff Mountain, out across the plains of Nortii 
Elba, with its grand panorama of mountains at the south — tO 
Lake Placid and the Saranac, making undoubtedly the near- 
est and most picturesque route to ftve \a.ViRa \n te found In 
iu$y directiao. 




EENE FLATS undoubte<lly pouoMM thai 
lovciicst cumbinaliun of quiet valley and 
wild mciuntiuti scenery in the Arlitondacks, 
if uot indeed on the continent. Through it, 
from the south, come the sparkling waters 
of (he Ausabtc. here flowing quietly along 
beneath overhanging maples and gracefully I 
swaying elms, there rippling over glisteniDg ' 
white saad ; now munnuring through pleaa< 
ant meadow-land, anon dancing away among 
the stones; then dashing down rocky race- 
iwya to where, among the spray and foam of the cataract, it 
tbunders and rumbles and roars as if angry with Its prisooj 
Walls: then onward between the dark overhanging ledges^ 
outward through the northern portals and away to joi 
tister from the great Inriian Pass above. 

A little way south of the falls the road from Elizabethtown 
Comes in on the east, south of this we follow up the stream 
Ifiat winds quietly along through the Flats from its head sii 
oiiles above. Soon some of the beauties that have lent such 
» charm to this locality begin to appear ; we see sweet, restful 
>hady, groves of water maples, great massy drooping elms. 
Clumps of alders fringing the river brink, great canopies of 
native grapevines clasping {he huge rocks in loving embrace 
or festooned on the sturdy trees through which open up 
'■)ng vistas of meadow-land, a back-ground of mountain 
fireen, and above all, summits of glittering granite. 

•On every side Ihey shut us in. rising right up out of th« j 
Plat instead of the gradual curve of a mountain from the \ 
pittin, showing that the bottom of the lovely valley is I 
Uie accumulated deposit of long ages, where the floods s 
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^^H Keknk Flats. 

MBim from the mountains aad left Iheir sedimont In th» n 
bslow. 

Through the gradually raising break in the mounti ll 
toward the west, Mount Marcy looks over into the vall^^^ 
and then: near its Bummil Is the head of John's Bniok. whfch 
loins the Ausnhle where wc stand, C 
(ffonp thnl mrround the rijant another brook rises, and % 
vnlOT foaminj; down the sharp dctcent plunges over Pfacllj 
Palls nni) joins the river a little below, 

T. S. Perkins, it is said, was the first artist to find his wayj 

Coining in 1857 and when he went out it was with sketches } 
of surprisingly lovely scenery found in a spot hitherto u 
ItDOwn Among his fellows. The following year brought others, 
■od soon, through their paintings, the world learned of thU 
quiet tittle nook, and the appreciative lovers of nature founi 
(beir way there. Now during the season nearly every fatis"' 
'hoosc is full to overflowing, 

A number of people of wealth and culture have summer 
/"places here — notably '■ Brook Knoll Lodge," the residence 
W" John M,itthews, of New York. It was built in 1875, has 
liteithcr plaster nor paint in its composition, outwardly of 
dtsggy cedar logs, gabled, balconied and dormer windowed ; 
•inwardly of native and foreign woods, with elegant and 
etuste furnishings, and with many an article of v-a^, display^ 
■felg tlie seslhetic taste of the owner. H 

The Tahawus House is a roomy three-story •buQdinjfl 
coitnected wttli a rambling group of less pretension, baB 
looking very cozy and comfortable withal, and, with the v^H 
nous burns and out-houses, seeming almost a viUage of itset^| 
A pleasant piazza extends across in front of the new pat^f 
and running cdong the south, front (double here) and nor^H 
n4eB of the old, and mating a covered promenade of ov^fl 
300 feet, with choice of sun or shade. The beholder vn^M 
p^ce a seeming want of development outside, but the scru-l 
j^Bldus nlceness which pervades the details in and abouc thcl 
'abuse, more than compensate for any lack in the arrange- ■ 
^BUnt of natural surroundings into conventional flower-bed 



style. The larger building contains office, parlor and dining- 
room, with sleeping rooms above and in the older part, very 
comfortably and pleasantly furnished with the best of beds, 
the cleanest of linen, and other things in keeping. The 
table is also all that can be desired, the ample bill of fare 
showing a careful study of the healthful requirements of thi5 
average eater, arid displaying a plentiful sprinkling of dishes 
usually found only at first-class city hotels, with the purest 
and sweetest of country fare. 

The class annually visiting the Tahawus House is of the 
best, it having something of the position in the Adirondaci.B 
which the Clarendon occupies at Saratoga, with a decide! 
clerical seasoning in favor of the former, which naturally 
makes it one of the jolliest places in existence. It has com 
fortable accommodations for 75, at from $7 to $10 pe 
week ; $2.00 per day. Open from June ist to October 15th 
Distance to railroad at Westport, 21 miles. Daily stage an( 
mail ; fare, $2.50. Address N. M. Dibble, Keene Valley 
Essex county. 

From this central position the outlook is very beautifui 
taking in the grand mountains as you swing slowly around 
and the lovely river moving onward toward the north. Alon^ 
the west side is a level table land extending almost the entire 
length ^ the valley j beyond this is one of the AusabU 
or long* pond group, locally known as West Mountain ; on 
the east side is Baxter mountain, one thousand feet high, 
generally called the Balcony, as from its edge the entire flath* 
seem to lie like a garden spread out below; directly opposit< 
our lookout point is Spread Eagle Mountain and Hopkins 
Peak still farther away. Toward the northeast is the fire- 
blackened sides and sharp cone of Hurricane Peak; ovei 
the near mountains to the southeast the Giant lifts his craggjf 
head, and in the south on either side. Mount Dix and the 
A usable Mountains are piled up in broken masses against 
the sky, while in the centre is the graceful gray outline of 
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Kebne Valley. 

the cmtnl bnsaiy atnong the fjaai monnuin tentiDet 
■■ N'cun M^tV" a( Kcene Valley. 

L^ iadaac^tia, easily acceswbk Irooi the»< 
'iiu to mcfidon, loo wild and vAhcd to lie d 
' tntnt be acta to be apprecialeil, ciihet witttJ 
^iiiilo n: 'y tiukjng sirMetnatic exploring expcdititin* in y 
ous diicciions, where rare wondcn and gloria 
await the earnest lover or nitture. 

CRAWt'oKL>*s. — A little way north of Dibble's ii « vi^ 
pka^ant place, with accommodations for 15 or ,<te 1 
nice, comfoiiablc rooms with good furnishing*, the freedal 
of a home, a good tabic, and reasonable terms, nukes 1 
a (leairaUe flopping place. The proprietor, E, M, Cnwfot^ 
is M whole-souled and gentlemanly a fcUoA* as b often D 
a fpaitsman of no mean pretensions, and is a valuable acqd 
sitjon to any party designing to hunt in this region. Reli^ 
goides, with dogs, boats and camp equipage may be aectut 
thtoogh him ; and, as during the height of the ) 
best guides are in demand, it will be well lor purlies to i«cii 
necessary service considerably in adviuicc of their cnlraiM 
Formerly a "wayfaring man," his travels in tlie east haifj 
given him a valuable knowledge of the business, and tuay b 
considered a gunr.^ntee of his responsibility and miccd 
fenss for board. $7 per week. Address, Kecne Valley. 

MuKso Hoi.i, guide and hunler, close by Crawford's, t 
accomtnodaiions for 16. Board, per week, S*;; pcrdty, $d 

The F-stk.s Hdusg, one mile north of Dibble's, do t 
east side of ilie river, is attractive in surroundings, and « 
accommod.ite 35 at $7 to $8 per week; $1.50 per dan 
J. H, Kstes, proprietor. 

Maplb Gkove Mountain Hot;SF,, south of bihlile'jj 
has room for 30 guests, the accommodations consistii)| 
of a picturesque farm house by the roadside, wiih a naii| 
and Urger building, on higher ground, at the edge of $ 
btautiful glove of maples — the latter, with its parloi 
^aded sleeping-rooms, dedicated to the usd 
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of guests. The piazza,, which faces the east, looks out upon 
the Ausable, rippling over its pebbly bed — the valley beyond, 
and the mountain, rising into Hopkins Peak, and the sloping 
sides of the Giant. At the south is Noon Mark. At the 
edge of the grove is a rustic summer-house, from which the 
valley at the north is seen in all its varying beauty. At the 
west are forests; and in the south*west a mountain spur, 
from which a fine view is had of Ausable Pass and the dark 
valley of Roaring Brook. 

On Tuesday and Friday of each week the proprietor runs 
a covered coach to and from Westport. Fare, $t.5o. Price 
of board, $7 to $8 per week; $1.50 per day. Address, 
Henry Washbond, Keene Valley. 

Hull's is something over a mile south of Dibble's, stand- 
ing on the higher land which here reaches out from the east, 
and corresponds to the table lands on the west, — ^apparently 
the delta of some mountain stream which, in past ages, let 
its load of powdered rock on this, the shores of an anciei.t 
lake. East, south and west is a wild and picturesque jumble 
of forests, bluffs and mountain heights. Towards the north, 
beyond the wooded bottom-lands, stretches the valley, 
flanked with its granite sides, and cut across in the distance 
by the high ridges east of Pitchoff Mountain. Directly wert 
is Snowy Mountain, at the eastern base of the Gothics. 
South, but a few rods distant on a bluff, is the summer studio 
of A. H. Wygent, of New York. All around and up the 
river from this point are found beautiful trees, and rock and 
water gems, furnishing unlimited study for the artist The 
house has a very favorable reputation as a place of entertain- 
ment. The rooms are comfortable and pleasant, — ^those 
facing the west and north accessible from the piazza above 
and below. Horses, guides, boats and camp suppHes may 
be secured in advance by addressing the proprietor. Reg- 
ular daily stage to Elizabethtown will land passengers here 
when desired; fare, $2.50. Special inducements are offered 



Keene Valley. 



1 



to early and late huBting parties. Capacity, 2o to 
Terms, $6 to $7 per week; $1.25 per day. Address, 
H. HuL, Keene VaUey. 

The Widow Beede's Coitaue, aj miles from Dib- 
ble's, is at the head of the valley, just above where the waters 
of the Ausable and Roaring Brook join, well up the side 
of the hill, which here faces toward the north. The site and 
house is the one long known as the Widow Beede's. With the 
recent addition of a larger building, connected with the 
former, containing jo additional rooms for the accommoda- 
tion of guests, having in all a capacity for about 35. Here 
Toads diverge ; one leading to the left, past Beede's old place 
to Roaring Brook falls, and Chapel pond ; the other at the 
right, up a sharp ascent for a short distance, then past Beede's 
new house to the Ausable ponds ; while down through the 
rugged gorges, west of this, comes the Ausable with its plen- 
tiful stock ot trout, which may be had for the taking. In 
front, the valley's foot melts in the misty distance ; its 
receding sides broadening as they lead away toward the 
north, dotted here and there with the homes of those who 
dwell therein, and glistening with bits of reflected silver 
where the river drifts lazily through the open meadows. 
Good accommodations and good fare are here offered to 
visitors. The daily stage lo Elizabethtown passes directly 
by the door. Camp supplies and conveyances to any part 
of the country will be furnished on reasonable terms. Price 
for board, $6 to $8 per week; $1.50 per day, with special 
i for families, or those designing to stay all sui 
ess R. R. Stetson, Keene Valley. 
P'The Beede House is a half mile beyond Stetson's. 
thup climb up the hill, a few rods through the maples, 
an open space is reached, across which in the south-i 
Stands the hotel ; it is 105 feet long, three stories high, 
an observatory on top. At the east and north is a high 
broad piazza. On the north is Keewe Va-VW-j 
■•0e house, but spread out like a iQa.^ ^wjtsv \^e,V\^^'=s>-* 
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toward the east. Swinging around, we see Hopkins Peak. 
Then at the ea^t the scarred sides and granite summit of the 
Giant of the Valley. South of us — a little to the east of 
where we stand — is Noon Mark ; between it and the Giant 
is Chapel Pond gorge. South, but tending toward the west, 
is the road to the Ausable ponds, lying between the sharp 
peak of Colvin and the serrated summit of Resagonia. Back 
to the west is one of the lower ridges, over beyond which 
are the clustering peaks of the great central group. Along 
this, but a few rods away, the Ausable foams and dashes 
through its rugged path ; now tumbling from rock to rock ; 
now foaming over in lovely cascades ; anon creeping quietly 
under overhanging trees, or gathered in the hoKow of some 
huge granite bowl — ^but always picturesque and beautiful. 
Some men have greatness thrust upon them. Of this class 
are the Beede's. Smith Beede, the senior member, was of 
old a noted guide of this region ; and his son Orlando, be- 
fore embarking in the new hotel, stood among the very best 
in the profession. It needed but the chance — ^the opening 
of such a house as they have furnished in this place, and 
crowds of nature's lovers rush in to occupy and possess the 
land. It stands over 277 feet higher than the valley, and is 
1 240 feet above tide. It is on the direct road to Mount 
Marcy and the Ausable ponds, and, being the farthest 
inland, is a desirable place for those wishing to make the 
ascent of the former or encamp on the borders of the latter. 
This elevated position, with its dry atmosphere, is said to be 
very favorable for persons with bronchial troubles ; and hay 
fever gives way in every instance when the sufferer ap- 
proaches this charmed spot. This house is marked in its 
improvement, and growing in public estimation. Consider- 
able money has been invested in refitting ; the services of a 
superior cook, with additional help secured, and the pro- 
prietors guarantee to make it one of the very best hotels in 
he great wilderness. Terms, $10 to $12. per week ; $2.50 per 
ly. Guides, boats and camp supp\\^^ iiwiivished on 
plication. 
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Saddla horses uid buck4>o»dx are the usua] mPAns of loco* 
motion aside from those provided each lourifit by mother 
ntttaie. Suge to railroad at WeUpurt, 15 tnileii distanl, 
daily Ijnnjting mail, etc. ; fate, $2.50. I'o tw tnured of 
rootns at any time after July ist, and then on to Septem- 
ber lit, they should be engaged in advance. AddrcKt, S 
ft O. Bcede, Kecnc Valley. 

RoAKiNC Brook Falu arc east of Beede's, — the head of 
the cliff over which they fall being in sight on the side of the 
Gimt, a little tootc rtiaa a half mile distant. The water 
here makes a descent of nearly 300 feet in a succesuon of 
cascades, hardly touching at ench step to gather for the 
next succeeding plunge; then flashing swiftly down the 
ahnost (lerpendicular rock for the last fifty feet, through a 
trough worn out by its action, to rest at the bottom ; and 
oat. In pretty little falls and dashes, across tiie Chapel pond 
trail, and downward toward the north to Join the Ausatile. 

CllAfRt PONU is one mile farther, in a gorge, south-west 
of the Giant, — a nearly perpendicular wall of rock descend- 
ing abruptly to near the water's edge ; it is one-half mile 
long and perhaps one-fourth wide ; its dark surroundings 
give an impressive air to this lonely sheet, and make it seem 
more fitting as a place for solemn meditation than for 
angler's sport. Yet it is said to yield very good results in 
the latter respect ; and one of the Beede's boats is here for 
the free use of visitors. It is 1551 feet above tide. An ob- 
scure trail leads from Chapel pond down into the Bouquet 
valley, to the road between Eli^abethtown and Roots, 17 
miles fiom this point. 

The Giant's Washbowi. is at the north-east, resting on 
the side of the mountain, held there only by a narrow rim of 
rock. It is said you can stand on its edge and throw i 
stone over into Chapel pond, more than 500 feet below, 
is two miles from Betde's, — half the distance being r 
rough climbing. 




Russell Falls is wild and broken, — the river making its 
way through a deep gorge, in a succession of ragged falls, 
descending about 200 feet in half a mile. The river is but a 
few rods distant, and may be reached by paths through the 
woods a few rods west of the Beede House.* 

From Beede House to top of Noon Mark it is two 
miles. Mount Colvin five miles, Giant three and one-half 
miles, Hopkins peak four miles. To Roots, via the Ausable 
ponds, is 24 miles. 

Round Trip, from Beede House to Lower Ausable Pond, 
three and one-half miles, boat and carry six. Upper Ausable 
Pond and inlet nine, trail to summit Marcy fifteen, to Lake 
Golden twenty-one, Galamity Pond twenty-three. Deserted 
Village (Adirondack) twenty-seven, Indian Pass thirty-three, 
John Brown's Grave forty-three, Lake Placid forty-six, top 
Whiteface fifty-three, Moimtain House fifty-nine, Wilming- 
ton Notch fifty-nine, Ames' sixty-seven, Keene seventy-seven, 
back to Beede House ; total, eighty-five. (In making the 
ascent from the Upper Ausable Pond, a shorter route leads 
up over Bartlett Moimtain from near its outlet, which saves 
about three and one-half miles by boat, and nearly a mile on 
foot j but as it calls for considerable additional climbing to 
Panther Gorge Camp, near where the two join, the longer 
way is usually preferred.) 

Resagonia Mountain is southrwest of Beede's ; its curi 
ously serrated outline suggesting the name by which it is 
sometimes known — ^the " Saw-teeth Mountain. East of this 
a round knob-like crest, known as Indian Head ; sphinx-like, 
it looks out over the waters of the Lower Ausable Pond. 
One of the grandest faces ever carved in stone. 

Mount Colvin rises beyond, sweeping back towards the 

south and east, to its sharp, clean-cut summit. A beautifu] 

mountain, perpetuating to all time the name of one to whom 

honor is due — ^Verplanck Colvin, superintendent of the 

Adirondack survey, whose persistent efforts won success 

* Messrs. Thomas & Armstrong, of PlaUsbuT^Vi— o^mtts of the forty-eighth t<wm- 
ship, in which are both the Ausable ponds, andtVie pTmdpa\mo\«sX3asvvM^iM3Da&t 
Marcr-offer no ob/ections to parties visiting, but foTb\d tVi^ oxVou^ol tSOBSSss^^^^ 
***- '*oy purpose. 
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e of difficulties that would have ovcrvrhctmed one 
iddenuinMl ; U^d whose iiidomituUc energy in the pros- 
a of the 6cI(l-work luu niailc him faniLliar with almo&t 
r pasB and mountain pejk in llic great wildemeHii, and 
n lo the Stale a vast amount of iiiformatioii, the v;ilue of 
li can hardly he eiittiniitett. 

c reached Kccnc from North KIba late in the afternoon, 

red the gateway with the last rays of the son crinuioning 

nmuiitains, passed up along tlie valley in the 

|«n twilight, iuid as night came down around us, drew up 

e hospitable door of the Crawfords. 

. Crawford was away on a hunting expedition. Mis. 

i was indisposed that evening. The boys, though 

;, were weak, and the help had gone with the summer 

iny ; but succor appeared in form of the accomplished 

■fan eastern artist who did the honors of tlie establish- 

1 costume, and with a completeness that 

i not have been improved. 

UION ScHrinr,t.ii PhflI's is what his parents named theii' 
|!f and " Old Mountain I'hclps" is what every body calls 
liim now ; but his first name 
was given years ago, some- 
time before he had earned 
the last. He was born in 
the Green Mountain State in 
1816, from which became to 
the western part of Schroon 
when 14 years of age; he 
had an enthusiastic love for 
the woods, took to them on 
every possible occasion, and 
was a long time engaged in 
tracing out wild lot lines 
t extended far in the interior, "where in those limes, deer 
Especkled trout were as plenty as mosquitoes in a damp 
Q July-" He doesn't aspire to much as a hunter, hul 
p to have caught more troill than any other m.\vi ha i\w 
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country. In 1844 he was with Mr. Henderson at Adirondack, 
soon after which he married and settled in Keene Flats, and 
in 1849 made his first trip to the top of Marcy, passing out 
over Haystack around the head of Panther Gorge and to the 
summit, descending near where the main trail now runs, being 
the first man to get to the top from the east ; he afterward 
cut what is now known as the Bartlett mountain trail, and 
soon guided two ladies up, which was considered quite a 
feat for them to perform and a feather in his cap, as it had 
been considered impracticable until then. He aJso marked 
trails to the top of Hopkins' Peak, the Giant, up John's 
Brook to Marcy, and several others ; has made a valuab^ e 
map of the country around, is a prized and r^^lar coi - 
tributor to a local paper, and has written a voluminots 
treatise on the Adirondack lakes and mountains, trees, 
birds, beasts, etc., which shows the close observer and 
enthusiastic student of nature, and which will contain much 
valuable information when, as is promised, it is given ta 
the public. 

We foiind him at his home near the falls that bear his name 
— a little old man, about five foot six in height — mufiOied up i 1 
an immense crop of long hair, and a beard that seemel 
to boil up out of his collar band ; grizzley as the granit 5 
ledges he climbs, shaggy as the rough-barked cedar, but wit'i 
a pleasant twinkle in his eye and an elasticity to his step 
equaled by few younger men, while he delivers his communi- 
cations, his sage conclusions and whimsical oddities, in a 
cheery, cherripy, squeaky sort of tone — away up on the moun- 
tains as it were — an octave above the ordinary voice, sugges- 
tive of the warblings of an ancient chickadee. 

" So you wanted old Mountain Phelps to show you the way, 
did you ? " said he, " Well, I s'pose I kin do it. I'll be along 
as soon as the old woman '11 bake me a short-cake. The wise 
man provides for an emergency, and hunger's one of 'em." 
so when the old man appeared with his little hatchet and 
big provision bag on his back, we proceeded up the valley, 
past wheie the Beede House now stands, into the woods 
toward Ausable Pass, and up along brawling Gill Brook, 



Lower Ausable Pond. 



Hh that is sometimes dignified by the name of wagon- 
road, but over which but few would attempt lo ride. 

"All things is possible and nothing ompossible," said Phelps, 
diving into the bushes on une side mI" |he road, and soon re- 
appearing with a 
piece of band iron 
wliich he stowed 
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bag, 
ill 



t I-v 



need this to mend 

thing ; old Phelps 
Is such an easy old 
critter to get along 
ivith, that they lake 
his boat, bang it 
'round as much as 
they want to, may- 
be break an oar, and he never'll make a fuss about it; 
shouldn't wonder a bit if they had it off somewhere now." 

After what seemed a long four mile tramp through lliu - 
woods, we came out in a little opening near the brow of a hill, 
and were just rising to look out when a fierce gust of wind 
from the other side set the old man's hat whirling back toward 
us : we succeeded in spearing it, then as we turned and glanced 
out ahead, were surprised, almost dazzled by the wonder- 
ful beauty of the scene that flashed out so suddenly and un- 
expectedly on our astonished sight 

Ausable Pond in all its Swiss-like beauty was before us 
We stood at the end of our road on the brow of a hill whos' 
front had apparently been undermined, and ran sharply down 
to the water's edge, gleaming, drifling, unstable sand. On the 
left, close by, was old Indian Head, the side toward us all in 
shadow : rough and jagged, standing like some grim sentinel 
to guard the narrow pass at his feet — beyond was "Mount 
Colvin, the sides rising in places straight up from the water. 
then backward to the sharp ridge over 1,500 feet above, 
seemingly crowned with a coronet of diamonds that flashed 
and glittered as the water trickled down over the rocks, and 
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d Inck tlte Min'a br)|;hl beams. On the wot «u H 
I u abrupt. alltiou({li trce^ k*bw from lu a 
B down lu Ibe waUr't edge ; between tl>eni the i 
t ttratched iway. Itn head hidden by Uu point ao tb« 
L iU ODtlet at our feel. 

low Fau^ is »crou the outlet to Ihr t -' 

iM gorgOt you can k« wh«rc the brook ^ i 

otbic Mountains, and trace iU course Oi ' 

II hU lost Bttfae base. We craased th< 

t Dp Into the clell mountain side, very like Aus.itilc C li.tiiii 

Bpnbabty with a like origin. It citenda only a short die* 

e but Is very beautiful, the gray iida perpondlcuhr for 

Lblngovcra hundred feet, while hu^-i: rough boulders 

ebottom, andovcr thecdgcorthewAllst the north is the 

ein of amber silk that flutters along down the rocks 

U whipped and ravelled, it reaches the bottom ss lightly 

ir-flake falls and white as clean wool, where, gather^ 

s tiny drops together, it goes lofUy singing down it! 

nid-paved steps to the river below. 

t descended to the outlet, where we compelled I'helpa' 

ike to assume an indisposed sort t>{ expression, then 

I boat started up the Pond, over which the wind 

it fiercely, picking up the crests of the racing waves and 

gtbespmyin our dripping ^es, while the old msn 

d talked, as though getting wet was the natural and 

y culmination of the very enjoyable trip, 

e Lower Au sable Pond is something over a mile in length, 

B few rods wide, and in tlie very lieart of the mountains, 

e same time one of the lowest and easiest passes through 

I, providing always that a boat is found in which to pass 

I point, fur the tucks on the cast come down so straight 

f the water that it would be impossible to get past there, 

e west shore is almost as bad, although by some rough 

tablng among the huge masses that have fallen from 

e rocks, a person may succeed in passing safely. Toward 

• head the water "shoaled" until it came above the surface, 

f natural meadow, and gradually rising, was cover 

1 bushes then with a growth of heavy trees as thos 

i: water alone but the soil that Qlls this trough of ^ 
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mountaina was passing slowly, like some great glazier, toward 
the plain. 

From tlie head a walk of a mile up along the brook, brought 
us to the shores of the Upper Ausable, where Phelps ex- 
pected to find his boat "Just as I expected," said he, finding 
matters as he had anticipated, " Old Phelps" boats belong to 
everybody but himself, well we haven't got niuch farther to 
go to my shanty, that's one satisfection, and maybe they'll let 
us stay there all night, considering that it belongs to me," 
So we skirted the west shore a little way and came out at the 
shanty, where we found Crawford's party jubilant over the 
fourth deer they had taken in three days, and preparing sup- 
per to which we did fiiU justice. 




The Upper Ausable Pond is nearly two miles in length 
and perhaps a half mile wide, it is noted hunting ground as 
deer started in the mountains around, if not too faraway, 
usually make for this water. There are six or seven good log 
shanties on its shores, and a number of boats here and at the 
lower pond owned by the Keene Flat guides. 

On the east is the Boreas Mountain, a long ridge terminat- 
ing m Mount Colvin at the north, and extending south for 
ten miles. At the west is quite a high ridge called Bartlett 
Mountain, upon which the shortest trail goes to the top of 
^ount Marcy, / miles distant. 



t Gorge. W^^ 

Beyond Bartlett is the Haystack, a sharp cone-like granite 
peak standing about fourth or filth in height; over be- 
yond it the summit of Marcy, 5,344 feel above tide; toward 
the north and east comes Basin, Saddleback— one ol the 
.win gothics — Resagonia and the notch where lies the lower 
pond, a grand circle of giants, rifted and scarred, upon whose 
sides we can mark the course of mountain torrents and the 
white glistening path of the avalanche. The shores of the 
pond are thickly wooded to the water's edge (excepting 
here and there a break where are the camping places) and 
BO level toward the south for a little way, that it is said in 
times of flood a boat can be pushed over into the Boreas 
waters, whose outlet is the Hudson. 

The ascent of Marcy is oftenest made from this direction by 
leaving the upper Ausable pond near its outlet, passing up 
over Bartlett Mountain to Marcy Brook, three and a half 
miles distant; then up toward the west or through Panther 
Gorge, but we can not do better than give the trip in the 
words of the "old man of the mountains," who stands ready 
to relieve us, so we will stand aside and give him the floor. 

Ladies and gentlemen — Mr, Phelps; 

'■Well. 1 guess I kin show you the way, fur I've been up 
theie near a hundred times, I 'spose. Let's see, we're in 
Panther Gorge now, 1 believe, and before we go up Marcy, 
I want to show you a sight up here from the side of Haystack 
that is worth seeing, where we can look right down into the 
gulf below. See that precipice on the Marcy side ? It is one 
continuous wall of rock a mile in length, circling around to the 
head of the gorge with Castle Column at its head ; that is one 
of the wildest places in the Ad irondacks, where, after a heavy 
rain or in the spring, streams pour down it from all sides 
You see that water-course over there in the centre ? i have 
seen analmost unbroken sheet of water, sii feet wide, pouring 
over that to the bottom of the gorge, almost a thousand feet 
belaw. Now we will pass on up the trail once more, just 
stopping to notice those shafts of rock across on the Hay- 
stack side. There are three of them, entirely detached from 
the wall near by, about ten fee.t square, and one of them near 
fi«7 feet high, with a loose ca.p-ato'o.e Qa \.Q^ ■s'^- *■• "^^^-^S*- 
_ 24 ^^ 
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rock must have crumbled away between them and the main 
ledge while they were left standing. Now, out at the uppei 
end and we begin to climb Marcy, striking the John's 
Brook trail that goes down to Keene Flats near its centre. 
Up here, on the side of the mountain, we find a little marsh, 
which is the head of the longest branch of the great Hudson 
River, and the largest branch of the Ausable ; but our trees 
are getting stunted and we will soon be able to see over the 
tops of them; it's about like going through a thrashing 
machine trying to get along before they are chopped out ; but 
here we are at last at the top, and you see this is the place to 
see things;* down there at Marcy Brook, where we turned to 
go through Panther Gorge, comes the other trail up this way, 
running spirally up the south side from east to west until it 
strikes the smooth rock that has been swept clean by the 
avalance ; then up that, across back and forth to its head. It 
is about as steep as the roof of a house, and when it is wet and 
slippery it's bad getting along, but when its dry it sticks to your 
boots like sand paper. In making the round trip the trail 
goes down the north side a ways to the head of the Opales- 
cent, then west through the valley and out by Lake Golden 
and Calamity Pond to the Adirondack Iron Works. 

The summit of Tahawus is comparatively level for 6 rods 
north and south, and 1 5 rods east and west, a few loose boul- 
ders lie about promiscuously. At the west end of this flat is a 
mass rising up some eight or ten feet that contains the high- 
est solid rock in the State of New York. Tahawus has some- 
thing of a ridge-like appearance, running north-east and 
south-west, although its whole formation is a comparatively 
round mound of rock. The upper thousand feet is bare, and 
clear the farthest down on the south-west side ; the west side 
of this mountain has more the appearance of a pasture hill- 
side than a mountain above vegetation, its partial covering ol 
Alpine grasses and other plants and shrubs give it a domestic 
and agricultural appearance. The whole south side is covered 
with bristly balsam up within a few rods of the top, and is the 
steepest and longest side, sloping away i % miles at the rate ol 
2,000 feet to the mile, to the foot of Panther Gorge. Large 
oortions of the south side have been swept off by avalanchesi 



K H 6r the roogbest part of tbc movataiB. ii dnpi 
It tbounwl fert Bbonl it* avenge inclim: anKing h 
s aad gnklie*. and then takes ooe Sml leap ol I 
bto PanUier Gorge. Tlw Pftnther Go^c trail p 
I tilt*. KDd t> the eatieU grade to the summit. 
Ik thSa It drops down to the bead of the C 
h. man or less broken with pndplcet and nvinea. 
ndack tnil passing np this tMe oi-er i 
B next to impassable This nMrantaia, as nil a 
L rise above vt^ietatloit. hu a bell of the s 

f the north, over a mass □[ wild mountain ri< 
i cleared fields of North Elba. Lake Pbdd 
I «lc^ of Wbltebee, t>eyoBd that ili« SL Reg^ 
nogsf woods. 

J slowly to the oorth-eail we see T^le-lop Hi 
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\ble. In which is Slide Mountain, also John's Brook V' 
e FUts and Hurricane Mountain : over berond ti 
i Lake with Burlington on tlie eastern shore. SUU 
E'«« see the avalanche rent mass of the Gothic M< 
B'GEant. Hopkin's Peak, and over among the Green Ml 
tains, Omel's Hump; and, still fanher, the dim ontlli 
the White Monntains. East ia Haystack and Saw-teeth 
tains, the lower Ausable Pond. Mount Colvin, the 
Camel's Hump. East south-east, is the Boreas Mount 
Nipple-top, Mount Dii, and a host of otheis. South- 
Bartlctt Mountain, upper Ausable Pond, Boreas Range, 
IiAke. Clear Pond, M^icomb Mountain, and a mass of 
from that to Lake Champlain. South south-east your e ye s 
follow down the deep valley of Marcy Brook to the broad 
marsh and swamp above the Ausable Pond to a fijll view of. 
Boreas Mountain ; passing over that comes Blue Ridge 
the nameless mass of mountains and hills about Schi 
Lake and Lake George, of which Black Mountain 
prominenL South you look obliquely down Marcy Brool 
the west side to Moose Mountain, Boreas and Wolf Pi 
in the south-west is Skylight. Mount Allen. Cheney Col 
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North River Mountain, still fiirther is Blue Mountain, Ra- 
quette Lake and the John Brown Tract ; while Mount Red- 
field, Lake Sanford, Lake Delia and Mount Gk>odnow is west 
south-west. West, the view drops down to little Lake Per- 
kins (or summit water, 4,293 feet above tide, the true high- 
pond source ot the Hudson River), then over a broken, 
ragged mass of mountains to Mount Adams and the upper 
Adirondack iron works. Lake Henderson, Santanonia Moun- 
tain and the Owl's Head ; while a few points toward the north 
we look over Lake Golden, Calamity Pond, Preston Ponds 
Pass, Mount Henderson, Gray Mount, and over the lower 
mountains to Cranberry Lake region. North-west is Mount 
Colden, Mount Mclntyre, the Opalescent Valley and Golden 
Ridge ; beyond, old Wallface and Mount Seward, and between 
these the dark Oulusca Pass tht place of shadows of th^ In^lian. 

In the many times and days I have been on its summit, I 
have but three times had what I call a first-class clear view, 
then I could see the outlines of two of the summits of the 
White Mountains in New Hampshire, which must be at least 
150 miles distant. It is a fair view to see the outlines of 
mountains 60 miles. I once saw the clearing up of a thunder- 
storm at sunset ; there was a tornado sweeping over the top 
of the mountain and the fog-clouds, broken into patdfaes^ 
were running at lightning speed, and when one of Uidsd 
clouds would strike the mountain all would be shut in wftli 
fog for perhaps two or three seconds when it would opeiii 
giving a view to the west of a dazzling brilliant orange-tint 
over the whole western sky. This could be enjoyed from two to 
four seconds more when the enveloping fog would come agaiiti 
to save one from going crazy, I suppose. The sun appcbcri 
over the Green Mountains, in July, eight minutes before sun- 
rise by the almanac, and is in sight seventeen minutes aftci 
sundown. 

A thunder storm in the night is an awful sight from the 
summit of Tahawus. I once saw one at near midnight, ap- 
proaching from the west, when it was all below me, andl 
could look on the top of the cloud and see the streaks of 
lightning darting in every direction ; \1 ^ippe^x^d \\k.^ ^ moun 
f^in of serpents writhing in eyery concew^b\e.Tcv?j\xv^t. N^\\w 
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It finally reached me, it appeared very natural, with the 
exception the thunder seemed very near by. There are a 
great variety of fog scenes ; I saw one of three-fourths of the 
circle about me, a level ocean of fog and the other quarter 
clear ; it made me think of a big pie with one quarter taken 
out; another one was of fog driven over Skylight in a bright 
ihobniight night, it pitched over the east side like a mammoth 
water-foil, which it was, not of a river but a cloud ; anothei 
majestic sight was the gathering and passing up of what we 
caii a quick south storm ; when I first saw It, it was some forty 
miles distant, coming on at the rate of a mile in two minutes ; 
a massive cloud with the driping curtain of rain reaching 
down to the earth ; as it passed up nearer it threw out some 
of the most wonderful shades and colors ; in the centre it was 
of a clear gray ; some six to eight miles to the east and west, 
of a bright purple, growing lighter to the eitremes, and 
the east and west softening down to a sunshine hazy 
it passed over to the St. Lawrence lasting near two hours,! 
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Camp Phelps, on the upper Ausable, is one of the mosi 
complete in its appointment and management of any shanty 
in the Adirondacks. The structure is of an elegant design, 
and built of magnificent logs cut and curved artistically with 
knots of various and unique patterns m bas it\\si^. Tw^-womv 
iioon'sabout z^'^'by; feet. swings out'K-a.ta.'a.-ai\s\t,0*.>i6."«\'C^-^ 
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string; it contains an immense reception room, drawing 
room, private parlor and sleeping rooms en suHe^ with ward- 
robes sticking out all around the sides. The grand dining 
hall is situate out on the lovely lawn, which is quite exten- 
sive, and splendidly furnished with hemlock extensions^ and 
stumps. This spacious structure is six by ten feet on 
the ground, and between four and five feet high, and is sur- 
mounted by a Yankee roof of troughs in two layers, the upper 
covering the crevices in the lower so as to exclude the rain, 
but separated far enough to give perfect ventilation. This 
chef eTcmvre of architecture is first class in every respect, it 
is luxuriously upholstered throughout with spruce boughs, 
in the culinary department is a stupendous range which floods 
the drawing room with light, and, in short, it contains all the 
modem improvements, including hot and cold water,, which is 
carried to every part of the establishment in pails. Here we 
gathered, Crawford's party of seven, and ours, ten in all, be- 
side two or three dogs, in a space about six by eight feet 
square, and whil^ the fire snapped and flickered, filling the 
shanty with dancing shadows, stories of hunting and fishing 
adventures were told that all were expected to believe be- 
cause they were personal experiences, although occasionally 
one would have a familiar sort of sound with the exception 
of names and dates. Stories of personal prowess which cul- 
minated in one of a man who could pick up a two barrel iron 
kettle by the edge with his teeth, and the assertion by another 
that he knew a man who could perform the same feat sitting 
in the kettle himself when he lifted it, which was making light 
of serious subjects, and so Phelps told his bear story, how 
one day near the Boreas, he saw a big bear coming on the run 
after him and he, armed with only a little ax, then when the 
bear got within twenty feet of him he yelled " halt," Which 
stopped the bear — he couldn't prevaricate, he did it with his 
little hatchet — he didn't feel scared any, only stirred up like, 
bttt the bear reversed ends and made oflf as fast as it could 
wabble. Then Uncle Harvey told all about how he killed a 
bear with a pitchfork once, and a moose with a club, after tir- 
Ing^ him out in the deep snow. " But, by gawl, boys," said he, 
" When Dick Estus tumbled over backward on his snow shoes* 



i entter gave a lunge for him, t thought it wm all u 
^^__^ I. bat I JuM gave command to the boys, and at him n 
fwSSi, ftnd. by gawl, liic way wc hli) it on his old hide wM 
cantion. and there lay Dick, sqii.nre ap his b.ick, looking d 
Ifalnkin' that every minute wn> his last, and, hy gawl. [ jd 
mana^d to get a lick at the critter that fetchi^d him Just u I 
waa atandm' over Dick so," and the old buiittrr assumed a pol 
IJOD, indicative of an enraged moose prcpuring (ocomedownd 
an nafortunate little chap on his back In the gnow, who couldifll 
turn over on account of his snow-shoes. Thus each had 
' Iholr «oric8 to tell ontil time to turn in. when four of the 
party went across the pond to another curap. leaving six of us 
to occupy a space sii feet long by sii feet wide, and where we 
slept on edge, like a box of wcll-packed sardines, until day- 
Hgbl, when each man got up and cut a chunk of veniaon, salt 
pork Or bacon as laslc dictated, and each man for hiniscll 
vraltKcd around that stove in the six by ten shanty until he 
had warni(;d it through enough to suit, or disguising pieces ol 
raw material in an outside coaling of bread, proceeded to 
stQw it away with that appearance of keen enjoyment dis- 
played by the average boy in talcing a pill ; then a part rushed 
away to put out the dogs, others to the various runways. 
The old man gave his attention to some sort of a stew, 
which. OS he had made no calculations on staying out all 
afgbt. and the camp supplies had run low in the particular 
oraterlals needed, was partially a failure ; the professor, with 
a bome-sick sort of eipression on his face, was picking away 
at an ancient piece of bacon, while an enthusiastic individual 
who had wallowed in an ecstacy of imaginative bliss, theoreti- 
cally, over venison stake, broiled at the blazing camp fire, 
mM engaged in preparing a savory strip of the same, which 
mi he forgot to apply salt, and got hold of a piece just 
moderately warm — not cooked, at the first bite, roused a rebel- 
Uoas feeling within him, and he felt the full force of those 
saddest of all words, "it might have been (done,l" but it was 
not ordained to be, and at last, as his mind kept running 
OD accounts of ship-wrecked people who had to cat each 
other or starve, and cannibalism seemed imminent, one of 
the guides came in like a dove bringing — not the olive 
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branch exactly — but a bag of oat-meal, which he made into 
pan-cakes, and those pan-cakes went to our hearts and 
stomachs like the blissful ecstacy of love's young dream. 
We were saved. And while we ate he baked and brought 
them forward ; none of your little patty-cakes, but great big 
ones the size of the frying pan, and as light as sea foam 
almost, making, with maple sugar, a breakfast, the which 
when suggested, makes my mouth water to this day, and 
the more we ate the happier he seemed to feel about it ; thus 
casting his bread upon the waters ; a little act of simple 
courtesy perhaps, offered without a thought of return ; but it 
showed the willing, generous disposition, and those pan-cakes 
touched a chord in the breast of one individual at least 
that will vibrate for all time, and if he is ever permitted U 
go there again he would not ask for a more willing assistan * 
or, if reports be true, a better guide than Theo. White o 
Keene Flats, the author of those glorious pan-cakes. 

After breakfast Phelps took us up the inlet, with its darl 
borders of balsam and tamarack, to the Marcy trail, where 
bidding him a regretful adieu, for we had become attached tc 
the cheery old man of the mountains in our short acquaint 
ance, we started on our tramp of sixteen miles, put througl 
the woods to Root's, feeling that we were nearing friends whc 
would be glad to welcome us home ; clearer in thought anc 
stronger in body than when we entered ; glad to go back but 
sad at thought of leaving the mountains, over which we sam 
the storm-cloud gather, break and roll away, leaving thenp, 
— kissed by the loving sunshine, clean, grand, strong an^l 
eternal as the hand that made them. 





CHAPTER XIV. 

Luzerne and Chestertown, 

UZERNE is situated at the junction of thi 
Hudson and Sacandaga rivers, twenty-twi 
miles north of Saratoga. It is inclosed fc 
picturesque, rounded hills, heavily wooded t 
their summits, save here and there : 
where some ledge looks out on the vallejl 
heloiv. On the west are the Kayaderosseras r 
Ihe east the Palmerton range, that has its rise i 
(JeoTge, and falls away into the level of Broadway at Sar 
loga; toward the north they are broken, rocky and piclui 
<'sque. These are the outreaching spurs of the Adirondat 
that rest so grandly away to the north, from which tM 
Hudson comes flowing quietly along until it gathers amoilfl 
llie great round boulders, then bounds, framing and sparks* 
)ing, over the rocks in the exquisite little falls of Luzerne, 
a:ad hastens forward under the bridge and downward to its 
union with the Sacandaga at Ti-se-ran-do, " the meeting of_ 
tlie waters," 

From this down the river to Jessup's Landing is a 
miles of still water, then sweeps around almost north a 
At Palmer's Falls it is gathered in a narrow channel, thej 
with a multitude of little leaps and breaks, chur 
beaten into foam by its fall, it rests at the bottom sixty fed 
below, 

LUZERNK Lake is a pearl set in emerald, lying at quitl 
an elevation above the village proper ; a crystal drop t 
the hill side, kept there by a nauciw eTrto^tC^-ratx*. '&\tQ-«i 
25 



which the outlet finds its way, and after amusing itself 
among sets of water-wheels, it passes out into the Hudson 
and to the sea. One little island graces the center of the 
lake, and gaily painted boats float on its waters. Its shores 
are broken in alternate strips of wood and meadow, rising 
up sharp and bold on the east ; a pretty opening and a " 
wooded bluff on the south ; a stretch of alder-covered inter- 
vale to the north, beyond which we see the roimd crest of 
old Potash Kettle. On the west is gently sloping shores, 
rolling meadow lands, pleasant private cottages and the 
Wayside Hotel, which from an architectural point of view 
leaves nothing to be desired as a summer stopping place. 

Rockwell's Hotel is down in the valley fronting on the 
single street that runs through the little village, and extends 
back to near the margin of the river that here presents on.e 
of the most charming bits of water scenery imaginable look- 
ing up stream, or gathering on the brink of the fall, then 
facing downward over the rocks and away through the high 
walled chasm to where it joins the Sacandaga. The front 
is three stories in height and contains the office, parlors, etc. 
From this a long wing reaches back in which is the dining 
and other rooms pertaining to it ; on the grounds with the 
same front as the hotel stands a very pretty cottage, and 
back toward the river, a large three story building divided 
up into pleasant high-walled rooms in suits, richly furnished 
and designed for parties who may prefer them to the more 
public places in the main building. 

Rockwell's Hotel has long been noted as one of the best 
" feeding " houses in the country ; is spotless and irreproach- 
able in its table, furnished in the most substantial manner ; 
beds that are of the very best kinds procurable, and in short 
it is one of the most thoroughly sensible hotels to be found - 
anywhere. It has earned for its proprietors a reputation for 
excellence that has made the name of Rockwell like that of 
Leland, the synonym of all that is complete in this direc- ^ 
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^^^B Will accommodate 1 50 guests. Price for board, $2 
^^^K.^operday; $70.50 to $14 per week. Geo. T. Rock- 
^^^V& Son, proprietors. 

^^Rhe senior Rockwell is a solid, pleasant-looking old gentle- 
^^H^.who seems the very picture of health, and gives fuil 
^^Htetions how to become the same in a way that 
^^Rrincing to the listener, whether he decides to fol 
^^^ktions or not. 

^^K^ive a child all they want and any thing they want," 
^^HL'.he one day, when we interviewed him on the subject. 
^H^Te 'era lots of exercise, and lots of pork, too, if they 
^^^t it, and they never'U die with the consumption; and 
while I'm speaking of it, pork is about the only thing neces- 
sary to lake into the woods — pork and potatoes — the 
pork's the best kind of seasoning in the world for fresh fish. 
" I was born right across the river here ; there were twelve 
of us ; ten of us grew up, and it never cost three dollars a 
year for doctor bills for the whole lot. In 18^2 I started 
this hotel here, and kept it ever since with the help of my 
boys. You see what a family I have brought up ; I used to 
l^ve them any thing they wanted to eat, as you noticed I 
€lid my little grandchild this morning; I don't think it ever 
made them sick, and you see George is rather a healthy- 
looting boy yet." And he pointed to the " boy," who 
weighs a hundred ~and eighty if he does a pound, will carry 
his pack through the wilderness all day long, and 
the best posted as well as most successful hunters to 
found in the great wilderness. 

The Wilcox House is situated near the bank of 
river, overlooking the falls and the gorge above the brid] 
Is very quiet, orderly and home-like in its surroundings. 
Will accommodate about 70 guests, 

Thk CASCAnE House is located on the west brink of the 
river, commanding a view of the gorge and bridge above, 
the pleasant shades of Indian Gto"jc acto^ OTi.*C»fc o^j^oaia. 
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bank, Phelps bay at the junction of the two streams, and 
the river sweeping away until hidden by its wooded banks 
toward the south. Will accommodate 50. 

Luzerne is nearly 700 feet above tide, and on account of 
its dry, pine-impregnated air, is favorable for those liable to 
pulmonary troubles. 

History has been enriched somewhat by leaves from Lu- 
zerne. It was on the regular Indian trail from the great 
villages of the Mohawks to the head of Lake George. Here 
King Hendrick and his braves encamped when on their way 
to join Johnson at the lake in 1775, and it was also the 
route taken by Sir John Johnson when he came from Canada 
for his buried treasures at Johnson Hall. 

Among its early settlers was Edward Jessup, after whom 
the landing below was named, and. odd old Ben Barrett, 
who was noted for his practical jokes, and to this day, in 
that region, if a "joke " comes to light whose paternity is 
unknown, it is at once ascribed to old Ben. He once rode 
a horse into Rockwell's bar-room, took a drink, then rode 
out again. At another time he saw a peddler with a baskcjt 
of extracts, and at once offered to bet a small sum that he 
could beat him across the bridge, carrying his basket at the 
time. The bet was taken, they started, and Ben fell, break- 
ing many of the bottles, then solemnly admitting that he 
had lost, paid the bet, and left the brilliant peddler calculat-' 
ing how much he had made by the operation. He was the 
one who bet with a man that he could throw him across the 
Hudson river at Albany, and when he failed the first time, 
he soused him in a second time, then a third, declaring he 
would do it if it took all day, until his victim was glad 
enough to get off on almost any terms. 

Mr. Rockwell gives some very interesting reminiscences 
of earlier times. When a boy he saw an old soldier who, in 
1777, with others, was captured by the Indians near I^ake 
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i, stripped of their clothing, their hands tied Lo stakt 
res built around them, while the savages gathered net 
Djoy the sport. He soon managed to slip his hands out 
thongs that bound them, sprang through the flames, 
a little boy who appealed lo be the son of a chiefj 
• and before the astonished natives could help ihemsdvt 
^lang back within the circle of fire once more. 
made to save the child, and in the confusion the white mai 
dashing through the lines, made for the woods, with tl 
yelling pack at his heels. Being a good runner,' he 
away from them, going through the valley, where the 
now rans toward Lake George, past the lake, past Ro( 
well's, and down the steep bank back of the Wilcox Hi 
to a place just below the falls, where he jumped on a ! 
near the center of the river, thence to the opposite side, 
climbing up the rocks, gained the cover of the bushes 
top as the yelling savages appeared on the other side, 
then gave up the chase, and he succeeded in reaching hia 
friends in safety. 

There are a great many beautiful drives around Luzerne. 
One especially lovely trip is down along the west shore 
the river to Palmer Falls, and another, to which a full di 
should be given, is to Lake George, passing over a beaut 
fully diversified road of hill and dale, past old Potash Keltli 
v^ith its foreground of lily-covered ponds; and still another 
over the mountain to Glens Falls, occasionally catching 
mountain views from the higher points. Trains from Sf 
toga to Luzerne and return twice daily. Fare $i. 

North of Luzerne the road runs up along the 
times crowded close against its brink, as the valley 
down and the mountains grow more abrupt and precipitous-j 
past Thurman, where stages are taken for Lake Gi 
nine miles distant, and at last reach Riverside, 28 mih 
from T.uzeme and 50 from Saratoga, where the cars are 1< 
for Cbestertown and Schtoon i-.a.Ve. 
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Cheste^itown is a thriving little village of about 6o# 
inhabitants, containing four churches — Methodist, Baptist, 
Presbyterian and Catholic — several stores and mills, and the 
large tanneries belonging to C. H. Faxon. Tanning fur- 
nishes the principal emplo)rment here, the raw hides being 
brought by rail and wagon from Albany and the cities south, 
east and west, made into leather and returned the same way ; 
the cost of transporting them here, where hemlock bark is 
easily obtained, being less than that of carrying the bark out. 
It has quite an elevation above the sea, the surrounding 
country picturesque, with its many little lakes, valleys and 
rolling hills, that at places rise into quite respectable moun- 
tains. It is six miles south of Pottersville ; the same east of 
Riverside, and i8 north of Lake George. Thompson's 
stages leave Chestertown at 8 a. m. daily, reaching Lake 
George at noon; fare $1.25; Glens Falls at 2.30; fare, 
$1.50. Returning, the Elsworth & Lockwood line from the 
south leave Glens Falls at 11.30 a. m;, arriving at Chester- 
town at 6 p. M, Stages connect with all trains at Riverside ; 
fare, 75 cents. This road has been newly stocked and put 
in good shape by S. E. Perry, who is an excellent driver, 
and obliging withal, and who is well-known and liked by 
old visitors to this region. In addition to the regular stage, 
parties can charter special stage, or lighter rig if desired, by 
addressing as above, or by application in person. 

Chester Hotel is very pleasantly situated, being on the 
highest land in the village, commanding it and the entire 
country around. It is three stories high, with a cool, 
pleasant, attractive look in its large windows and pleasant 
piazzas, and will provide for 120 guests. Terms, $2., per 
day ; $8 to $14 per week. 

LooN Lake is 2^ miles northwest of Chestertown. The 

outlet is crossed at the foot of the lake by the road that runs 

to Riverside ; thence sweeping away to the north, and west 

*■ turns back and is again crossed where the Pottersville 

isd unites with this. 
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^^^^BnCHM I'AKK is in a sou [h westerly dircrlion, about 
^^^B— a pmty luke, aivd gocxl fishing. Krant Lake i 
^^^b east, affording splenditl fiiiiiiiig, while Lake Pharaor, 
^^^B^en miles away, between Schioon Lake and l.ske George, 
^^^Vlong been noicd for its large trout. It lies high up j 
^^^Vbase of tlie mountain bearing the same name, and ia f 
^^^B fishing- ground for miles around. 
^^^BlHTfiKK Mountain issoutheast of the village, an abnl 
^^Buwooded hill, from which a grand sweep of mountsi 
^^Hflbresta can be sct^ti, with lakes and ponds, and the strq 
^^^nondacks away lo ihe north and west SpRt;CE MoUNTJtl 
^^^Hused over — or ratJier »/, for the village is at nearly the i 
^^Hfe elevation — through a narrow defile, on the road from 
^^Be George, with a gradual ascent for some ways that blH 
^^Bb wild and broken in places. Once it was covered « 
^^Hfeftvy growth of spruce, but in the summer of 1854 r 

^^^l^t through our northern forests. For days the S 

1 ^ng thick and stifling over the entire land, and SpniM 
Mountain was stripped of its glory. In some places a thick 
growth of poplar, which seems to spring spontaneously in 
place of heavier limber burnt or cut away, is growing; in 
Others the mountain side is almost without life, the white 
bleached stones gleaming among the blackened trunks of 
trees still standing, or piled together in inextricable confu- 
aon, HOggesting the ghastly ruins of a dead world. 

Lake Fathomless, one mile south of Chestertown, has 
recently bounced into public notice as the haunt of some 
monster of the deep, whose continued ravings caxried con- 
Btemation to the breasts of all beholders, and who stirred up 
the mud " like all git-aeout " (to quote) ; and whether the 
shadowy form was that of the sportive ichtyosaurus, the agile 
plesiosaurus, or the savage bullhead, is imto this day a pro 
found mystery. 

SijNNvsiDE is the name of a new summer hotel on Schroon 
^riyer, at the upper edt,'e of the little hamlet of Starbuckville, m 
^^b^^Siiat east of ChestcrtowiUi^JL^Hi'ufiMi&Jmles below M 




ScHROON Lake. 

fi)ga can alight at Pottersville (the stages proceedlI^ 
1 baggage), and, after sutroimding a good square meak 
Ibliow in the hotel carriage. Dinner 75 cents; board $i.Sm 
per day ; $6 to $g per week. R. 1,. I.ocke & Soti, prop's^ 

The stage ride between Riverside and Schroon Lake, i' 
not unworthy of special notice, affording as it does, a pleas 
ant change from the cars, giving variety, without continiiin( 
long enough to become wearisome, followed by the halt fi 
dinner, and the race to the steamboat in the open wagons 
The four-horse coaches comprising this line, are of the W( 
known Concord build; the stock is first class, and I 
drivers are of the most reliable, Eugene l.eavitt, proprietq 
of the line, being considered one of the best whips in l3 
country. * 

The Steamboat Landing, at the outlet, is nearly a mile" 
from Pottersville. Here the little steamer Effingham, Capt. 
Wm. Bamett, waits the coming stage. On the south-west 
are the great rough mountain ribs and knobs that gather 
around Pottersville ; toward the north they soften down for 
some distance ; then beyond we see the sharp outlines of 
the Blue Ridge, and catch glimpses of Mount Dbc, the 
Dial, and Ihe numberless nameless peaks that cluster aroimd 
Marcy. 

Mount Pharaoh is on the east over the low mountains, 
his dark head seeming to travel with us, and when we think 
him lost behind the nearer and lower ones, behold he meets 
us on the other side, seeming to have passed around ahead. 
At his base, considerably higher than we, nestles Pharaoh 
Lake, the home of the big trout. 

Adirondack is a hamlet on the east, four miles from the 
outlet, reached by a road along the east shore. Here Mill 
brook empties into the lake ; the large tannery here furnishes 
the principal employment. 

Thk Wet.t.s HnuSE, a few rods (xi'Hhcx ■(\QViv,\5, ■a.-^isssar 
ant homelike place, the table dean ani-wi?i «a(Ne.&.. "^I^ssi^- 
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Wells, proprietor. Of the two pretty cottages, the one 
highest up on the hill is occupied during the summer by 
Mr. G. VV. Cotterill, and the lower by Judge John K. 
Porter, of New York. 

The Taylor House is a new candidate for public favor, 
although not a new name in the annals of Schroon lake 
hostelries. It is located on the newly christened Lake View 
point, which puts out from the west shore, nearly opposite 
Mill brook, four miles north of the outlet. It commands an 
uninterrupted view of the major portion of the lake north 
and south; 

The Taylor House proper contains large parlors and din- 
ing-room, with necessary space for culinary and other pui- 
poses, and sleeping apartment? for 30 guests. In addition 
to this, a number of pretty cottages are located at pointu 
near the main building, containing private parlors and sleep- 
ing-rooms for upwards of a hundred more. The cottages 
are auxiliary to the Taylor House, erected by various par- 
ties, who occupy them during a portion of the season, iri 
common with other guests, the entire community taking theii,» 
meals at the large house. * 

All the usual supplies for hunting and fishing can be 
obtained here, with guides, horses, boats and buckboards. 
The steamer touches at the dock on regular trips. Two 
mails daily; telegraph on the grounds. Terms for May, 
June and September, $8 to $10 per week ; July and August, 
$10 to $12 ; $2 per day. C. F. Taylor, manager; address. 
South Schroon. 

* A large hall has been built, in which religious services may be held, open to all 
denominations — and a large platform in the grove for dancing purposes. The cottages 
are owned by Capt. J. N. Cheney, D. B. Rawson, Mrs. C. P. Russell, Schroon ; R. C. 
Vandenburg, Ballston ; J. N. Barton, Powell Smith, Horicon ; R. P. Mead, Eugene 
Leavitt, Chestertown; R. L. Locke, Pottersville ; Mrs Greenlea^ New Orleans; Mrs. 
H. N. Read, Mrs. S. N. Baxter, Mrs. Nellie J. T. Brigham, New York. 
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Leaving [his, we make for the narrows, through which, 
ich, is revealed the broad beautiful sheet of 
Open water, with the pretty little village of hotels, and the 
mountains on the right and left approaching each other as 
they recede from us. 

Isni-ABELLA is the name given to the lovely island near 
the head of the lake, by its late owner, Col. Ireland, who 
beautified it to a considerable extent during his life time. 
In 1798, it was called Magdalen Island. It is now owned 
and occupied as a summer place by Col. Bayard Clark of 
New Vork. 

ScHRooN Lake in general, we have spoken of; Schtoon 
Lake in particular, means the collection of little houses and 
big hotels at its head. Like the inhabitants of Caldwell, 
who embezzled the entire name of Lake George, for postal 
purposes, the little village here has swooped down and 
gobbled lip Schroon Lake without regard to the rights or 
feelings of those who may locate at different points along its 
shores, and wlio, when they have occasion to say they live 
at "Schroon Lake," find it necessary to explain that they 
mean only near the water thereof. 

The little village is, however, worthy of the best name on 
record, if beauty of location and general appearance entitles 
one to such. The main street through which the road runs 
to the north is a fine shaded avenue, the land sloping down 
to the edge of the lake, displaying the whole in a very 
pretty manner. It is a thoroughly wide awake town, show- 
ing a degree of enterprise that many larger places might 
well be proud of; daily mails are maintained throughout the 
year ; the telegraph brings it in direct communication with 
the great cities. The churches are good — although Schroon 
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Lake doesn't rely much on its churches — ^the hotel accom- 
modations are first class, while the enterprise of their pro- 
prietors, together with the fine natural attractions of the 
place, has earned for them a world wide reputation, stand- 
ing second only to Lake George^, ahead of it even with 
those who delight to point the rifle or cast the fly. The 
society here is of the best class, scarcely any of the rowdy 
element finding its way in, for the bright skies, the waving 
fields, the far reaching forests, and the great grand freedom 
of the mountains, possess little that is congenial to the tastes 
of such. 

As we approach the head of the lake, the most prominent 
objects are the hotels; the Leland House on the high 
ground at the right, the Schroon Lake House near the water's 
edge, over this the Windsor House, and the Ondawa among 
the trees at the left of the Lake House. 

The Leland House is situated on a point at the head 
of Schroon Lake, and commands a view of the lake from 
three sides, the neighboring mountains, and the beautifijl 
scenery of the Schroon Valley. It has a frontage of 16-2 
feet facing south, across which and the eastern end of th^ 
building extends a grand piazza 22 feet high, 13 feet wide, 
and 256 feet long. The observatory, 107 feet above the 
lake, aSbrds a prospect equaled by few in the Adirondacks. 
The grounds, about five acres in extent, are tastefully laid 
out, and extend to the lake on the south and east, and to 
the Windsor House grounds on the west. This house was 
established in 1872, and at once took front rank as a sum- 
mer hotel. Succeeding years have brought improvement 
and addition to meet the requirements of increasing business; 
broad double piazzas have been added, and cottages con- 
taining bath rooms, etc., for those who may prefer their 
greater seclusion. The sanitary provisions are very com- 
plete. The main ofiice contains telegraph and news stand, 
and the general management of the house leaves little to 
be desired. A diagram of the hotel with terms will be sent 
o prospective guests on application. Capaucity of house, 200. 



Terms for board. — Transient guests, $3.00, day $i3.5fl J 
to $17.50, week. Special rates for the season, or lo faiii- I 
^■fes. \Vm. G. Leland, proprietor, 1 

^■The liveries, boats, Lake Steamers, Post, Express and 
^Klegraph offices ; good roads and drives and new walks ; i, 
^pe beauty of the surrounding country with its salubrious 
^Bjmate, proof against hay fever, atford the pleasure of rural 
^Bd forest life in the midst of fine hunting and fishing, and 
^ner attractions to all in search of health and eojoyment 
Hiiring the summer. 

H The Schroon Lake House is no by 40 feet, with three 
H^ry wing 40 by za feet, contains 40 commodious apart- 
^■Knts, exclusive of spacious parlors, oRice and reading 
Room, dining-room and halls ; is furnished throughout with 
modern convenience, and has ample capacity for the enler- 
tainment of 100 guests. It is delightfully located upon ah 
elevation of the lake shore, but a few rods from the steam- 
boat wliarf, and commands an extensive view of the lake 
and sunounding scenery to the south and east. A grand 
piazza, 15 feet wide, and 100 feet in length, is upon the 
souih front, from ivhii.li the grounds slope gently toward 
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place, Hoises, carriages, guides, boats, etc., ^imished on 
applicadon at the otlice. Board, $10 to $14, per week; 
$2.50 per day; 75 cents per meaL Open alt the year, '. 
H. T. Abey, proprietor. 

The Ondawa is also open the year round. It claims tiu 
title of " old and established," which no one with an eye te^ 
appearances will be disposed to deny. 

The Windsor, formerly Taylor House, is west of the^ 
Leland House. McKenzie Brothers, proprietors. 

The Steamboats are the " Effingham," running regular 
trips to connect with stages at the south, and the " Libbie 
S. Benedict," used principally as an excursion boat. Row- 
hoats usually cost 50 cents per day, $3 per week. Accom- 
panied by a man, the price is $2.50 to $3 per day. Trolling 
is the favorite style of fishing, and is productive of rare 
sport. 

Passengers leaving New York at 9 o'clock a. m, by Hud- 
son River railroad arrive at Schroon Lake at 8 o'clock 
p. M. same day ; leaving New York at 6 p. m. by People's 
Line steamers, arrive at Schroon Lake at 3 p. m. next day. 
Returning, leaving Schroon Lake at 7 a. m., arrive in New 
York at 6,30 p, m. same day; leave Schroon Lake at 12 m., 
arrive in New York at 6 a. m. next day. Fare from New 
York via People's Line, $6.45 ; distance, 244 miles. 

Stages leave Schroon Lake for Hammondville, via Para- 
dox Lake, at 7 a. m. on Monday, Wednesday aud Friday, 
returning same days; fare, $1.50. At Hammondville con- 
nection is made over Crown Point Iron Company's Kulroad 
with afternoon train on New York and Canada railroad, 
north and south. 

Stage for Elizabelhtown leaves Schroon Lake at 7 a. Ui^| 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, returning on altemats^f 
days; fare, $^-50. 1 

The principal drives are north through the beautiful val- 
lejr of Schroon, and eastward to Taiaiot\-a!«Jt. ^-*j:^*s*- 
ige may be obtained at O. A gsLigs V<gt^ «^S\&,"^ 
, 37 
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the Leland House, on very reasonable terms. A single rig 
costs $2.50 to $3 per day; to Harris House or Root's, 
$2.50 ; to Moore's $2 ; a double rig to Root's, $5 ; same 
to Ticonderoga, $8; three-seated wagon, $10; a barouche 
to Root's or Harris House, $6. Hammond ville, 15 miles ; 
Ticonderoga, 22 miles; Root's, 9 miles; Elizabethtown, 32 
miles. 

Paradox Lake lies northeast of Schroon, and is about 
4 miles long, measuring east and west 

Paradox Lake House, at the west end near its outlet, 
has a possible capacity for 50 guests ; distance from Schroon 
about 4 miles. Board, $7 per week; $1.50 per day; 50 
cents per meal. Address John Moore, Schroon Lake. 

The Harris House, at the east end of Paradox Lake, 9 
miles from Schroon, and about 13 from Ticonderoga, and 
the Pyramid Lake House y i^ miles further south, will each 
provide for 40 guests at from $7 per week to $2 per day. 
Address Orrin Harris, HammondviUe. 

Root's is 9 miles north of Schroon Lake, 27 east of 
Newcomb, 23 south of Elizabethtown, and 17 miles west of 
Port Henry. Stage leaves the latter place for Root's Tues- 
days, Thursdays and Saturdays, at 7.30 a. m., retmrning 
reaches Port Henry about 6 p.m. Fare, $1 .50. Stage from 
Schroon Lake same morning continues on to Elizabeth- 
town and returns on intervening days. Leaves Root's for 
Newcomb every Tuesday and Saturday morning. Fare, 
$1.50. Price of board at Roofs, $8 to $10 per week; $2 
per day; 50 and 75 cents per meal Proprietor, A. F. Root. 
Address Schroon River. 

Root's Hotel has long been noted for an excellent table. 
It is close by the moimtains, near good fishing waters, has 
picturesque surroimdings and pleasant drives, and, as a 
modest summer stopping place, is altogether desirable, it 
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in known to the public (or over half t ccnUnr ij 
fiivonbly. Wb«a itaiilnK wu the popalar bm 
from |>Uca to place. tbU mi on tha nfuUr p 
between Albany and Canada, irhicb passed Ihrwwh E 
town aiif) Plattsbufgh, ut diverging at the bUor place, tiu 

■ ;U the Chalcaugay woods to OjtdenBburg, an4^ 
■ iimpnny by the way — the old mile lii>anU I 
iiK the route giving the liidtuncci to the c 
■i them so blackened by the hand of tima that thi 
:u are scarcely legible and on uthen oniitr'ly Rnne^ 
idays Ruasell Root, one of the Arst who lettlod here, 
SDtertainment for man and beaM, and the wide 
noose hom» bearing tlie words " Kuul Inn." b«- 
bmlliar and welcome sight to the tired Uuvelci, Time 
the screech of the locoinotlvo soutidcd along the 
m of the forest, mighty steamers sped swiftly ovot qui 
it Inkea and rivers, the glory of the stage driver waned, 
he became as a common man. The tide of travel wtts 
turned aside, no lunger parsing this way, and at last, with 
October of 1873, the old man who had welcomed so mvny lo 
bis hospiuble door passed away to be himself the tccipicut of 
« welcome to a brighter home. 

1^ lived, however, to see in place of tired travelers a throng 
of sportsmen and pleasure seekers, nis little " Inn " grown to 
a large house, situated on a popular wilderness route, opened 
up vi:t Crown Point R. R, and stages, and his sod A. F. Root 
installed as its head and worthily wearing tlie mantle — remod- 
eled to suit the times — of the pioneer inn-keeper of Schroon 
river. 

Blue Ridge is io the south-west, scarce a mile distant, a 
multitude of small mountains piled up one above another, 
its ijictuiesiiue outlines clearly cut against the sky. 

The Adirondack Mountains are to the north and west, 
their rough, jagged sides coming down to the edge of the 
valley, their furtherest reaching point terminating just west , 
of tlic house. 

Et.K Lake is reached by passing west, between this lH 
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miles ; then north, through the forest road, five more not as 
good, but which can be traversed quite comfortably in a } 
wagon. Here you are fairly in the woods. All around is j 
a nearly unbroken forest, Mount Dix, Nipple Top and the ^ 
nameless ones between us and Keene Flats, a magnificent ] 
circle of scarred mountain ridges and peaks inclosing this ' 
quiet sheet of water. 

The Elk Lakb House affords a sta3ring place for 25. 
Board, $7 per week ; $^.25 per day ; 50 cents per meal. 
Proprietor, S. S. Olcott. P. O., Schroon River. 

A trail leads northwest over the Boreas range to the 
inlet of upper Ausable Lake, about 6 miles distant, and 
crossing, unites with the trail leading to the stmmiit of 
Mount Marcy, 5 miles farther. 

North Hudson is two miles from Root's. Beyond, 
stretches the beautiful valley of the Schroon, until the grad- 
ually approaching mountains on either side come together 
at Deadwater where a narrow channel only permits the 
waters of the river — here a mere brook — to find its way 
out. Here the road climbs the mountain pass over into 
Pleasant Valley, and out to Elizabethtown, distant #lx>m 
Schroon Lake 32 miles. 

North Creek is the northern terminus of the Adiron- 
dack railroad, 57 miles from Saratoga. The wide, far- 
reaching landscape beheld as the train climbs up away from 
the village of springs ; the fertile farm l^ds of Greenfield, 
through which we pass ; the lovely glimpses of the Hudson 
in southern Hadley ; the picturesque crossing of the Sacon- 
daga; the mountain-walled valley, narrowing as we go stiU 
farther, at times creeping along close by the river-side, at 
others rising high above the foaming torrent, are beautiful 
pictures in the changing panorama, which combine to make 
this an exceedingly delightful ride. 
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i Mberva. 
: from Saratoga to North Creeli, $t.ai ; to Noj 
■, $1.75; to Blue Mountain I-ake, $4-75- 

d dinner awaiting in the railroad rwtaurant At Nflj 
k on arrival of morning train, aHet which stage il ti 

; Mountaian I. alee. 
E North River Hotki,, five miles ftom North t 
f old the regular dining place for all paiuenKnra a 
tad, and provides a me.1l seldoiii eiiualled in its wl 
leness and hunger-satisfying nature It i* now 1 
mon for parties to add variety lo the excursion by g 
tbe'botel or special rig in advance of ihe regular itiad 
I its arrival at this point find (homsGlvcN prcpHrtitL 
Ll.take their places fortified with one of mine host ICUlilctgj 
excellent productions. Here the traveler I> in n counj 
tliat affords excellent fishing and the Rmnllsr gamo I 
within easy walking dintancc of llic larger kind* 
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now become a resort of considerable note for such as woi 
combine the pleasures of the chase with ease of access $ 
comfortable surroundings. Fare to North Creek 50 cen 
board $8 per week; $1.50 per day; dinner 75 cents; ^ 
accommodate 40. Darford Eldridge, proprietor. Addi 
North River. 

Thirteenth Pond, four miles west of North River, i 
a good sporting region. Accommodations may be foun« 
Bennett's, near its outlet. A short distance above Eldrii 
the road leaves the river and climbs up through a high no 
at tfee west, rising a thousand feet in something less tl 
four miles, then descending gradually, crosses a stretch 
burnt land to Indian River, 11 miles from North Ri^ 
Fare, $1. 

The Indian River Hotel, located here, will take care 
of 40, at $7 to $10 per week, or $2 per day. John Sault, 
proprietor. Indian Lake is three miles south, and may be 
reached by boat up the river or by road. 

The Seven Chain Lakes are at the north, about seven 
miles distant, and reached over an indifferent road. Bon- 
ney's little hotel is on the third, which is the largest of the 
group, being about two miles in length. From the fifth 
lake a land and water route leads north to Newcomb, some- 
thing over ten miles distant. 

Indian lake (P. O.) is one mile west of Indian River; a 
few houses at intervals along the road, a hotel (Wilbur's), 
store and post-office constitute the village. Indian Lake 
is two miles south. The lake proper is about three miles 
in length, but a dam across its outlet raises the water at 
times so that it reaches back upwards of 12 miles. 

The Indian Lake House is six miles south of Wilbur's; 

will accommodate 25, at $7 per week, or $1.50 per day. 

The fare is exceedingly good. George Grifiin, proprietor ; 

post-office, Indian Lake. 

Lewey Lake is about six m\\es iMitVvei ^oxsJ^, Iw time 

of high water the " overflow " of Indvaii "Lsk^ \^^xiJc\fe"s.\«^ 



Uh at outlet nf I.ewcy I^ke. In low water ihl 
itweca ihc two is nnvigal'tc, with lh« exception a 
cuiyaiountl the iMs above mcntioacd. 
Ijtwtiy Lakh Hoi'Sk is at the head of Lcwcy i-i^ti 
immodate about 30. Hoard per week, $6; 
dtjr, $1. Win. KerKiison, proprietor, 1'. O., Intlian 1 
or tjikc Pleasant. The latter place is 1 a miles south . 

Cedar Lakes are reached b/ a rough eight-mile tnl 
from this point west, or by road from Lake Pleasant, or v 
Cedar River from Jackson's, I'he West Canada I^ka 
are connected with the Cedar Lakes by short carri* 

RlLEV's, formerly Wakeley's, is so miles from Noi4 
Cieelc Terms and accommodations unknown, Addrea 
M. O. Riley. 

Thb Arctic Hotei, across Cedar River is kept by K, 
B. Jackson, affording comfortable quarters for 40 guests, at 
from $7 to $10 per week. 

Blue Mountain Lake is fairly in the Great North ' 
■Woods — the opening of communication by boat wiih the 
magnificent system of lakes and streams which cover so , 
large a portion of the Adirondack wilderness. It rests 
1,800 feet above tide, is an irregular oval in shape, extends 
nearly three miles its longest way, and empties at the west 
through r'agle and Utowana Lakes into Raquette Lake. 
Through tlie enterprise of the managers of the Adirondack 
railroad this region has made rapid strides in public favor, 
and bids fair in time to become the leading gateway into 
the Adirondacks. An excellent road has been pushed 
through a dense wilderness; hotels have sprung up, and 
others are planned and under way ; water channels have 
been cleared, and a line of steamers make daily trips through 
Blue Mountain, Eagle and Utowana Lakes, and on the 
waters of the queenly Raquette, making one of the most 
delightful excursions conceivable. The chronic hunter or 
lerman may deplore the presence of steam in these 
■e believe that sport is not at all timea ftve 
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chief end of man, and that the projectors of the scheme for 
opening up this way deserve great credit for providing a 
means of visiting a delightful region which, under the old 
arrangement, was practically closed to those not overstrong 
or capable of vigorous exercise. 

Blue Mountain is east of the lake, 3,762 feet above tide. ' 
Its summit has been made accessible by a bridle path, ex- 
tending 3^ miles from the hotels below, and horses trained 
to mountain climbing are furnished for the trip at $1.50. 

Hotels are in their transition state, but may be depended 
on as furnishing means of subsistence sufRcient to all neces- 
sary demands. They are the Lake House, the Prospect 
and the Blue Mountain House. 

The Blue Mountain House is on the side of Blue 
Mountain, about 200 feet above the lake, to which the sur- 
face of the ground drops sharply. A path leads down to 
the water's edge, and a good road also, with free carriage 
for use of guests. The stage delivers and calls for guests on 
regular trips. The old house, burned in April> 1880, with 
all its contents, has been replaced by one larger and better. 
The accommodations now consist of the main building, 30 
by 52 feet, two stories high, and cottages aggregating a j 
capacity for 50 to 60 guests. Open from June ist to Octo- 
ber 1 5th. Price of board, from $ i o to $ 1 5 per week, $2 per 
day, or 50 cents per meal. Tyler M. Merwin, proprietor. 

The view from this point is one of the loveliest imagin- 
able, revealing the lake in its entirety, from the island- 
studded plain at our feet to the receding clusters and sinuous 
shore, leading away to the outlet and over beyond it to the 
lengthened reach of Eagle Lake and the verdant slopes that 
compass about the shores of Raquette Lake. Minnow 
Pond may be visited by road from the Mountain House. 
It is owned and stocked with trout by Mr. Merwin/ and 
reserved for private fishing. 
The Lake House is on the east s\voie oi tfea deep bay 
which first appears as we approach. ^\ue ^ouTv\al\xv \iaiiA 
^om North Creek. It was built fttst oi t\ve t\a^^>cvQN.€is ^ 
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f Dr. G. R. Martinc, of North Creek, lo whom 

t foi hit efforts to popularize this region. It 

I of two large Kig unil frimie houses, iind cottage 

n advertised capacity for 500 guests. Tlie surroimd- 

: attractive, the accommodations cleanly. 'Board 

I $15 per week; $1.50 per day. Jolio Holland, J 



I the long beach or the rustic pavilion fonning the 
nnboat dock a large proportion of the lake is visible. 
tbs right is Crane's Point ; directly in front is an island with 
the picturesque lodge of John B. Thatcher, of Albany; be- 

■ yood is the open lake, showing the course of the steamboat 
to near the outlet. 

The Prospect House now building on the site of the' 
old Ordway House will be one of the finest hoteb in the 
Adirondack! and the largest. It has a frontage of 155 feet, 
irill be five stories high and contain 260 sleeping rooms. It 
will have a steam elevator, be furnished in first-class style 
and everything in keeping with tlie requirements of 
class house. Board per week, $2*4 ; per day, $3.50 George 

' W. Tunnidifr, manager. The work is being advanced with 
the utmost dispatch and it is expected that the house will 
opened for guests early in July. 

Steamer leaves Blue Mountain Lake in the morning, a 
pas«Og through intervening lakes, with their connecting 
streams, reaches the foot of Utowana Lake, where a good 
road about one-half mile through the forest leads to the head 
of navigation on Marion River. Here the Raquelte Lake 
Steamer is taken, which touches at the principal camps and 
hotels, and reaches Forked I^ake Carry in time for dinner, 
retundng in the afternoon. (For Raquetle Lake, see page 
lai.) In addition to the regular line there are smaller 
steamers on Blue Mountain and Raquette waters, subject to 
charter. The post-office address is Blue Mountain 
matpn Co. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 
Trout Fishing. 

i'N the yeai 1880, it seems haidly necessary, in 
speaking of trout and trout fishing, to say that 
speckled or brook trout — the jo/ww /imii- 
naSs of our early years, now^ by authority 
of the Smithsonian Institute, savelinus fonti- 
nalis — has a square tail, and that his sides are 
speckled with yellow and red spots, and that 
he is a cousin of the lake or salmou trout, 
which has a forked tail with mottled sides, and 
which the Smithsonian Institute insists shall be called cristiro- 
mer namaycush; for the love of angling has so grown during 
the last few years that it is not now considered a proper 
definition of fishing to say, it consists of " a stick with a string 
at one end and a fool at the other." On the contrary, those 
whose love of this sport will drawn them to the brook side, 
or to the lake or pond, are men of all profession and occu- 
pation, and any one of them will tell you, if you ask him, 
that it requires skill and a knowledge of the habits of the 
trout to fill your creel. I doubt if the book was ever writ- 
ten that will make one a finished angler. To be sure one 
may gain something sometime from the written experience 
of others, but experience gained by time and patience on 
the stream is far better than any teacher. There are some 
general hints that will apply to the Adirondacks, but if it 
were attempted to enumerate all conditioas for all times, 
half the anglers would say I found it so; the other half 
would say, /did not. 

When the ice has gone from the streams and ponds, and 
the sun has warmed the waters a trifle, brook trout will ,be 



Trout I'lsiimii. 

[In ihe deep water aud holes of the brooks, and it: 

to get them to rise at a Uy. They [irobal 
btbat flie* are out of seitaon at this time. If the 
' is oUi you must take a plcbUn worm aod let it 
bouom until it is (tuktd in by some lazy tioui, 
' A Utile later, wbcD the &now water is a thing 
, anil the fiuil trees arc in bloom, aiid ttie black 
May fly are out to devour and be devoured, 
trout, by exercise on the riffs and in rough wat 
ae an athlete, then take your rod, attach the pal 
\ 9y, and c^ast ever so gently at the head of the dl 
I a stone mokes a little eddy, working down gradui 
to the pool at the foot of the rapids, where the heads of tl 
boiily " receive," if titcy have not alreaily anticipated yo) 
vint by going up the riffs like a quarter-horse, and laki 
yooi fly with a leap that shows you what you have to cc 
tend with. As the weather grows warmer tiicy will dr( 
bade to the deep shady holes, invigorated and fattened 
theil visit to the graveled-bottom rapids. It may be ll 
you will now be obliged to advance backward to the won 
(it will not be sucked in now, and you will not be in doi 
as to whether you have a bite or no), or to a live chub 
fibioer, or the tail of either, that when it is let down into tl 
hole with the current and drawn up stream, it will whirl liki 
Ibitig of life i I say you may be obliged to resort to thi 
there are holes in streams where it would be folly lo attem] 
to cast a fly. If a person wishes to pass ihero by becai 
Ihey never fish with other than a fly, some one not so fas- 
ddiouB may come after and bring to basket some of the 
oldest inhabitants of the brook. Should you fiah one day 
and find that the trout are all seeking the seclusion which 
the deep hole grants to themselves, their sisters and their 
cousins and their aunts (T will pay my fine to any authorised 
peraon), and the evening, night or next day brings a shower 
slightly raise the brook, as soon as the shower is over try 
fish the rapids, for the trout have c 
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see what the flood has brought for them to feast upon. 
A Httle later the deep holes get warm by reason of low 
water and continued hot weather. The trout have their 
resorts at this season as well as the angler, and so they take 
their families and travel to some portion of the stream 
where a cold spring comes in, or some spring bubbles up 
from the bottom. At these " spring holes " they will be 
found in hot weather in great numbers, if the game law has 
been observed. 

As to flies, most people have their own ideas ; but as this 
is written for those who have just joined the brotherhood, it 
may be well to say that out of the countless number of flies, 
some of them unlike any thing under the sun, the red, black, 
brown and gray hackles,* tied both as a hackle and palmer 
fashion, Coachman,* yellow professor,* light and dark fox,* 
black gnat, Romeyn Abbey, Seth Green, White Miller, 
Grizzley King,* and Queen of the Water,* with a fin fly* 
made by C. H. Orvis, of Manchester, Vt., will constitute a 
good supply if one takes a half dozen of each. Even this 
number is considered by some too many. My fly books con • 
tain more than two gross of flies, but many kinds have never 
been used, and in all probabilities never will be. I think I 
am safe in saying that the largest trout are caught at dusk or 
during starlight or moonlight nights; if I am too broad in 
making this assertion I will modify it by saying large trout 
may be caught at this time by using a white miller, or a fly in 
which white predominates; and, too, you must use a larger 
hook than the one you used during the day. If you have 
noticed a large trout in the stream during the day, and been 
unable to catch him, try him at night, if it is bright, and you 
may be reasonably sure of his rising to your light colored 
fly. Sometimes you may catch an obstinate fellow by going 
above his resting place and slightly roiling the stream, and 
as the muddy water passes over, let your fly float as naturally 

* Those indicated by a star are important, and shoiild be in every collection. 



K fr, *nd th«r chances are in favor of yonr 
B tiDUt. He probably knows tlint Toily Vatcr mi 
t, *nd a freshet brings with it insects upon which 
The latter portion of May and tlic month of Jun» 
lodeTcd the best portions of the open season for fish- 
I the Adirondacks, and morning and evening the best 
D of the day, as the trout arc tlien seelcing their natural 
f but the ways of the trout arc past finding out, for 
C times when they will bile at nothing. 
)ugh bail fishing is not to be sneered at, use a fly if 
; you will have more satisfaction with half a basket 
wit In this way than with a full one taken with bait. If, 
', you must use bait, take your angle or earth worm 
after he is scouted in damp moss, and pass your hook 
ftiough the neck half an inch from the head, then gathering 
' Up a loop of the body and pass through again and again 
until you have the shank, as well as the beard of the hook, 
well covered and half an inch of " worm " over, should 
your worm-loop, or head, or tail be taken of and the fish 
not taken in, put on a fresh bait. Unless you have some 
decided objection fish tftncit stream. If you use live bait, 
(minnows) pass your hook through its back under the dor- 
sal fin, but not so low as to break the back bone ; should 
you use a portion of a minnow, cut off the tail just at the dot- 
sal fill ; put your hook in at the tail, and along the back 
bone, until the point of the hook nearly reaches the place 
cut 1 your bait will then be curved to correspond with the 
bend of your hook, and will whirl nicely when drawn, 
against the current. 

As to direction for flyfishing, I give it up. The best 
is to go out with some one who uses a dy, and, in one daj^^< 
you will learn more than from written directions studied 
faithfully for a month. There are many tlies besides those 
mentioned above, should the angler desire a more extensive 
slock in his book. It may be well to mention a few, such:. 
U Cray Drake, Silvci Bkck, Adirondack, General Hooki 
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Scarlet Ibis, Shoemaker, Jungle Cock, Oak Fly, Brown 

Hen, Hoskins, King of the Water, Green Drake, Montreal, 

^ Moose, etc. As to tackle get a split bamboo, hornbeam 

' or ash and lance wood rod of three joints, about eleven feet 

long, weighing eight to ten ounces. This with an extra tip 

or tips, one a little shorter than the others, will answer for 

. both bait and fly, unless you propose to " yank " your fish, 

I in which case you need heavier timber ; a cUck reel to hold 

! forty, yards of braided . silk, tapered line waterproofed, a 

half-dozen leaders or casting lines nine feet long, of best 

round silkworm gut, and smaller hooks or flies tied upog 

O'Shaunesey or Sproat bend hooks, with a landing net of 

coarse mesh, will constitute an outfit for brook trout in the 

Adirondacks. It is poor economy to buy poor tackle ; if 

you get any get the best, even if you get less. 

The lake or salmon trout, although he will take a fly at 
times, is usually caught by trolling. The modus operandi is 
as follows : With a stiffish trolling rod, a balance multiplying 
jreel to hold loo yards of braided silk, or linen line No. 4, 
leaders 12 feet long of single gut, and a minnow gang, which 
is made by tying 6, 9 or 12 hooks in groups of three to a 
length of single gut with a single hook about one and a half 
inches above the upper group of hooks for a lip hook, a 
gaff hook, and a pail of minnows completing the outfit. I 
am too fast ; you also require two or three pounds of lead. 
Lake trout fishing is in order as soon as the ice leaves the 
lakes, but at this time the trout are at the bottom, so put 
your rod together, put on your reel, pass your line through 
the standing guides of your rod, attach your leader and 
minnow gang, put the lip hook through both lips of the live 
bait, bend the bait and put one of the group hooks through 
the back of the bait behind the back fin in such a manner 
as to make it revolve when drawn slowly through the water, 
ten or twelve feet from the joining of your casting line or 
leader and your fish line, tie on your sinker with a piece of 
line 6 or S ittl long, weaker than your fish line, so if you 



TRfJin- Fia 

'm the bottom you will lose only your sinker, 
gurnet be licavy enough lo carry your Mneneanty to 
You can fish by letting your sinker strike botli 
ig in only to let your sinker strike again, but j 
know the kind of bottom upon which you are fi 
gracs would soon use up your lead. This kind 
can te better sliown than taught by ivriting, and 
it oeccssary we will pass it. About Ihe first of M 
[t begin to raise to the surface, and the higliei up 
the \e3s sinker you require. Soon tliey are at the 
to stay only for a few days. Now you require only 
sinker to keep your bait well under water, or even 
[«r at all, for wherever the trout are, bottom or top, 
>t nmsi be rowed very slowly, 
fisliing is done by anchoring a block of wood, 
tk, iir water-mark, in some deep portion of the 
Womin;; :inil evening, for two or three days, bait your btn 
'hjf throwin;; overboard bits of lish cut up about the 
t bolterniiE ; this will sometimes attract the fish and keep 
fliam around the buoy. When you think it baited, put on 
your hook a piece of fish like that you have used, or a live 
nitnnow, and drop it over, and keep your bait moving up 
and flown by a slight motion of your hand, until the sun 
gets too hot, or your seat gets too hard, or you make 
your mind that there are better ways of fishing. If tl 
last happens, stick to it, and let some one else jig their lu 
in loo or 125 feet of water, with the result: "Oh, 
trout just breathed on the bait, but that was all!" Buoy 
fishing ia not practiced now nearly as much as in former 
years, but trout are yet caught in this manner. The open 
season for lake trout is the same as for brook trout, April 
itt to September 1st. I have of necessity omitted much 
that might be said about trout fishing, and perhaps written 
what could be as well omitted ; but will say in conclusion, 
Jet the "si^in " be in the head or in the feet, the next 
■try them, may your baskets be filled with fair-sizi 
but leave the little ones in t!ie water to grow. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 




Outfits, Supplies, Guides, etc 

JJOR Camp Outfit and genera, woods life 
the following is recommended : A complete 
change of underclothing; two pairs of ser- 
viceable socks, but slightly heavier than you 
habitually wear at the season (soft wool is 
preferable) ; pair blue flannel shirts with wide 
collars, confined at the throat by a substan- 
. tial silk handkerchief. If the unaccustomed 
' material chafes the neck, the shirts may be 
put on outside the garment ordinarily worn, 
in which case linen collars must not be forgotten. The 
pants and vest should be of some strong woolen goods, 
the coat the same, cut rather short and to button close 
up to the neck. Have pockets ample and numerous, 
with covers; you will find use for them. Wear a soft 
felt hat with a reasonably wide brim. By grasping it in 
a manner easily learned the rim forms a convenient drink- 
ing cup. Do not commit the too common error of pro- 
curing new shoes or boots for the occasion. A pair of 
laced shoes, roomy, but not too loose, well broken to the 
foot, with broad soles and rather low heels, is best. The 
uppers should be of rather light grained kip or water- 
proof leather. Have leather or canvas leggings, strapped 
under the instep and buttoning, or to lace at the side well 
up toward the knee. Boots may be used in place of Vboes 
and leggings, if preferred, but the evidence is largely in favor 
of the shoe. It is well to have a duplicate pair for alter- 
aates in wet weather. Rubber boots, although convenient 



e not suitable for gcacral wear or for travelin] 
I oveicool will Ite fouDil veiy comJbrUblc at limd 
{ Uk ncocstoricK xhould be included rubber coat a 
k for us« in rainy weather, for the best fishing ia ofid 
I, under dripping clouds. ILivt; also n light rublH 
* to throw over the knees and feet when in boat, d 
Wl ynu, in slee|>ing, from moisture below or abovi 
ping or lounging in camp take a pair of comma 
K slippers and sew on them clotb tops to come \ 
I the ankle, and tie outside the pants. A light clo) 
Q be fou:)d comfortable for night use. 
^tKs' OuTiriT contemplates a subject in which I w 

: to dictate ; 1 have learned better. 1 bumb] 
1^ however, that it is your first duty to make yours 
a possible, subject only to the requirements d 
■tad season ; and I would suggest that, whatever md 
nvalile in the way of " fine " dressing, it is not c 
necessary, or even in good taste. Often the sweel^ 
lat ever brightened the wilderness wlth^ their presenfl 
iqoeens of the evening in the same bewitching costu 
1 they boated and climbed mountains in the ( 
Consult some lady friend who has spent a se; 
; woods as to what constitutes a suitable outfit. 

e of such source of information the following is suf 
I for boat, camp and tramp : Underclothing, such i 
aice has shown best suited to the season and yoif 
blual comfort, giving fine flannel the preference in 
e very warmest of weather. Underskirts should g 
f be of dark flannel, allhough, if much walking is don^ 
f dark cotton will be found an agreeable substitutJ 
Uining dress may be made of blue or gray flarmeld 
I? dolh. It may be pleated back and front, gathers 
i waist, or fitting loosely to the form, but should in a 
Rpllow perfect freedom in the use of the am 

ihould be not overfull, imd cut a finger shorter than tl 
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color as body : a cord at A\Tist, collar and waist-band, with 
a knot of ribbon or a wild dower at the throat, is sufficient 
A dainty bit of nittling or old lace about the neck transforms 
the morning into an evening toilet. Wear a soft felt hat 
with wide brim ; trim with forest leaves. Wear a lady's hat, 
if they differ from men's — don't ape masculinity in dress ; 
the average Adirondack sportsman does not admire it, 
although, if confronted by the horrid fact, he is too much 
of a gentleman to tell the truth. Wear dark, serviceable 
hose and substantial, roomy Balmoral boots, with broad 
soles and low, broad heels. Wear I -isle thread, cotton or 
doeskin gloves. They may be made with long wristlets to 
button or tie outside the dress sleeve, to guard against pos- 
sible attack of black fly or mosquito. A chatelaine belt and 
pocket, with tin drinking cup, etc., is convenient. A light 
sun umbrella of the walking-stick pattern is a comfort in 
rain or shine. A shawl will often be found acceptable of 
an evening following the warmest of days. Carry a rubbt»r 
or waterproof circular with hood, a pair of light rubbers fcr 
the feet, and a piece of light rubber cloth to throw over the 
lap and feet if surprised in a boat by one of those fast-mov- 
ing Adirondack showers. In rough weather sit or lie low 
in the boat ; nei^er, at such times, grasp the sides to support 
yourself. A skillful boatman will manage in safety one of 
those light Adirondack shells in the roughest of water, if 
allowed entire control of boat and load. Go fearlessly into 
the woods. It is stated on the highest authority that not a 
noxious plant or venomous serpent exists in the Adirondacks. 
Camp and Outfit. — A bark or bough camp will do in 
absence of anything better, but is nothing like as comfort- 
able or convenient as a tent. An "A" tent, seven by eight 
feet on the ground, affords comfortable sleeping room for 
four, and on occasion five or even six. A rope, passing 
through lengthwise at the top and out at the ends, takes the * 
place of ridge pole, and may be fastened to convenient trees 
or over crotched sticks, cut the proper height and tied to 
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atakes. Tlie material thoulil l>u of cotton, waicr aiul ifl 
dtir-pioo(, and complclc, need not weigh mote than nin«9 
twelve pounds. In making your bed of boughs, rcmemfl 
that xolid wood, if littcd Id ihe form, is as comfortable am 
bed of down. Apply the fact by burrowing or hollowd 
OtU cavities to 6t Ihe projecting points of hip and shonldl 
Cover the boughs with 3 rubber blanlcet, in addition 'I 
which each member of the party should have a pairof hca 
woolen blankets. A small bag, to be filled with leavcsfl 
mOM and used as a pillow, is an improvement on a pairfl 
boots, but not all that nature desires; and at the risk ■ 
exdting ridicule — from idiots — 1 am free to lecommofl 
a small, wcll-filled feather pillow. It pays for itself itm 
single night's use. A few yards of mosquito netting drafl 
across the front of the tent after a good smudge is a luxd 
which declares a big diurnal dividend. For long, fortfl 
marches, a hammock made of cotton duck with a co>H 
of the same, but somewhat shorter, buttoned over at efl 
side, and forming a sort of pocket, is, with the addition '■ 
rubber blanket, bed and lent combined. A Httie ingenid 
will suggest manner of arranging hoops over the facefl 
cover with canvas or mosquito netting, as circumstanfl 
may require. ■ 

TliF Camp. — In selecling a camping place during wsfl 
weather, choose an island or an exposed point free fim 
underbrtish where the wind will, to a great extent, free y* 
Aom the mosquito and fly. In cool weather, it is needlfl 
to say, choose the thicket ; in either case, remember than 
cold spring or brook and material for the camp-fire aJM 
very much to your convenience. In pitching the tent,l 
on a side hill, dig a "A" shaped trench to lead runnS 
Water on cither side the lent; if on the level, ditch all aroufl 
A wall lent is better than the one already described, or ifl 
long stay is anticpated, it pays to buiid log sides on whic 
to mount t,!ie tent, and cover with a. " f\v " to jn.siire certil 



212 The Adirondacks. 

cured of the dealers, or may be easily made to answer 
every purpose, if your stay in one place be long enough to 
warrant the trouble of transportation. 

A champagne basket, covered with waterproof cloth and 
provided with shoulder loops for carrying, makes an admir- 
able pack basket. A rubber, or waterproof bag, or an 
ordinary two-bushel grain bag, with carrying loops of web- 
bing, may be used for extra clothing, blankets, etc. Let 
your load rest well down on the back to carry. 

The Camp Kit may consist of a long-handled frying 
pan, a deep stew pan with cover, a nest of three or four 
covered tin pails for water, tea, coffee, etc. ; pint tin cups, 
tin plates, a wire toaster of the gridiron pattern, a ladle or 
large iron spoon, table and teaspoons, knives and forks, and 
last but not least, soap, dish cloths and towels. 

Carry a pocket compass with you at all times — the best 
woodsmen are often temporarily at fault. An ordinary lan- 
tern for camp use (for hunting Boudren's jack lamp is prob- 
ably the best), candles, matches (a few wind and water- 
proof), towels, tooth brush, comb, pocket mirror, pins, 
needles and thread, a few extra buttons to match those 
worn, oil or tallow for your boots, stamped envelopes or 
postal cards (?), light hunting knife in sheath (?), light axe 
in sheath, and a supply of light reading matter of the con- 
venient Franklin Square or Lakeside pattern. Take no 
large boxes with sharp corners, nor any article too heavy 
or unwieldy for one man to handle. Don't expect your 
guide to double carries habitually, rather reduce your bag- 
gage or get extra packmen for its transportation. 

Camp Supplies may be had from hotels generally, but 
many prefer to carry their own. Veterans need no advice ; 
but to the novice the following suggestions are made : 
First. Consult your cook book, see what is needed in the 
preparation of proposed dishes and provide accordingly. 
The following li^t contains the staple articles: Wheat, Gra- 
ham four, com, and oatmeal, l^eans, Boston, and soda 



fle au gaf . loaf sugar, tea," cofTc-c, condcnsect iuilk7l>o>lI^| 
■l^adish, mustaitt^ vinegar (?), pepper and suit in l>oxi^| 
B^rforated covets, drit^il fiuit, cuiined fruit (?) and b^B 
Hulccd in s;ilc and inclosed in hermelically sealed caiWH 
B am be anchored in spring holes or under cold tu^M 
^b&tet. Bacon is extremely nice when sweet, as io al^| 
B^uupoeticol but palatable, and on occasion iakti^| 
PTof butter and all the seasonings. Pried bee( is ^H 
Btent item ; "jerked venison," one of the best tiun^H 
Bjinable to carry when setting out for a. tramp ; ask yo^B 
K to show you how ii is prepared. For relishedi^H 
Ues of mighty trout ami speckled beauties forgive us^^| 
Bft box of smoked red herring. Itermuda onions fill J^H 
Itig void whirh nothing el(.e can eiiual^ ~ Canned b£^H 
■'and beans, corn, tomatoes, condensed soup, 'etc., tS^| 
■Bded. Fresh vegetables and potatoes can be hud fn)^| 
ratotels. Carry no liquor ; if wet and cold, Jam^^| 
■er has all the heating properties of whisky; wH^H 
fag, black cofTce is a better stimidant, with none of ^H 
Kffects following, |H 

Ike Medicine Chkst need not be extensive. It shoul^| 
Brer, contain cathartic pills — a. piece of Turkish th^| 
El is good; cholera medicine of some kind; a smi^H 
me of collodion (composed of ef[ua! parts of alcohol ano^ 
jBTi with gun-cotlon added to make it about the consist- 
of heavy varnish) ; applied to burns and small wounds, 
ftms an artificial skin, impervious alike to air and wat^g 
^bnia, to allay irritation arising from bites of insectsH 
Kreani or glycerine, for chapped face or hands j coiuH 
^K, seidliu powders, ointment and adhesive plaste^f 
Bod bandages, to use in case of emergency. To sl^H 
Bow of blood from wounds, bind on equal parts of flc^H 
fcommon salt; for burns, apply wheat flour orcoHodio^H 
BiECT Preparation may be procured of the druggiSM 
BmDQund?^, bjr ^ouTsflf. 'jfb; {ufsi; cgnveni«Ii|| ffifl 
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effective, perhaps, of any is composed of six parts of mutton 
tallow to one of oil of pennyroyal, to which a little cam- 
phor may be added. Another is of sweet oil and oil of tar, 
in the proportion of two ounces of the former to one of 
the latter. Anoint exposed portions of the person with 
either of the above, then stand back and mark the frenzy 
of the baffled punkey. 

Sporting Outfit. — Do not rely on what books tell 
you. If you know nothing about it, place yourself imder 
some one that does, and trust to their judgment until you 
can judge for yourself. The most enticing of fancy flies in 
the hands of a greenhorn will not yield much sport — except 
to outsiders — and the grandest achievement in modern 
fire-arms will not deplete the ranks of the timid deer as 
rapidly as a common rifle (backed by common sense with 
necessary ammunition) or a fowling-piece, if you are not 
skilled in the use of the former. In either case have none 
but a breech-loader. 

The W. & C. Scott & Sons breech-loading shot-guns are 
probably the best made. Of American manufacture, Colt's 
new breech-loader, and Remington's and Maynard's shot- 
guns and rifles, and the Winchester repeating rifle, all have 
their admirers. The Stevens "pocket" rifle (12-inch barrel 
and 22 calibre) is a very pretty arm for practice and small 
game. For fisherman's outfit see chapter XIX. 

Guides receive $2.50 to $3 per day, furnishing boat and 
necessary cooking and table utensils, cook and do other 
necessary camp work, and row and " back " the boat over 
the carries, where there are no other means provided ; (in 
cases where horses are used the employer is expected to pay 
for its transportation.) One guide and boat is ordinarily 
sufficient for two persons, but for independence in fishing 
and hunting each sportsman should have his individual 
guide. There are two classes of guides, known respectively 
as . " hotel " and " independent." The former are engaged 
for the season by hotel proprietors, who relet them to par- 



t latter must be dealt with pcisoiuilly. There 
f good men in boili dasacs, as tiic nature of the 
{ungs usually iletennities to which ihcy shall bcloi 
^ore it is impossible to give rules for the selection oj 
k or to disciiminate between them, as only experiei 
Ifetennine their suitability foi your peculiar wants. 
I they are a noble set of men, who, aside from 
1 deference due the employer from the employed, 
K no inequality, and reflect back their usage ; although 
iue exceptions to the rule in man as in master, 
f reasonable service is asked, there can usually be 

lainE; if fawning servihly is expected, there 

tbh; doubt us la the result, for one who knows enoi 

! profession knows when he is well used. The 

B arc often engaged for a year in advance, and soi 

s Boon think of going without a gun as without 

gJte guide. Some parties have attempted to do 

mdacks by aid of map, compass and book, and with- '' 

t aid of a regular guide ; this, however, is full of hard- 

k thai are easily avoided by those accustomed to the 

ry, and, if comfort, distance and time lost in out>i 

Tuy places are taken into consideration, attended 

ttle economy. 

t following lists are furnished by the several gentTenx 
kom credit is given, and are intended to include Ili 
1 actively engaged in the profession. They do 
t&te the particular locality in whicli they are competent 
le, but simply give post-office address for convenience 
e who may wish such a list. If any names have been 
ked or incorrectly given, the publisher will consider it 
rif notified of tlie fact, that corrections may be 
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Bine nfonntaln Ijake, Hamilton Co.— James B^tlg^-^Charles Bennett 
— t)ick Bennett— Ed. Bennett'— G. H. Blanchard-4ia&SBiS^E£br^^^^ ^* 
Higgins— Beaben Howard— Chas. Mitchell— John iiiller— cinsnra Pierce— 
Seth Pierce— Andrew Sims — Fred. Stevenson — Joseph Whitney. 

Chateausay Lake, Franklin ~«;o.— ijewis Bellows grives the followin^f 
list: Hiram Bellows— Rans. Clark— Winfield Harris— Bufus Robertson- 
Jamea |if . Smith— William Spear— Silas Spear— James Smith— Martin Shutts 
— Geprg^ Shutts— William Thurber. 

Cranberry Ijake Guides— Richard Thomas, himself an old jraide of long 
standing, gives the following list : Charles, Ezra and Morris Thomas (P. O. 
address, Clarksboro, St. Lawrence Co.), and George Muir, John Muir and 
Stepheii Ward (P. O. Fine). 

V^l^|n Chain Guides (P. O. Booneville, Oneida Co.).— We are indebted 
to James W. Barrett, of the Forge House, for the following list of guides : 
Ed. Arnold— Otis Arnold-^ohn Brinkerhoflf— Paul Crago — Richard Crago — 
Augustus Ciphert — William Dart— Abner Daniels — Sam. Dunaki —James 
FilJeld— Barton Haliday— James Higby— Frank Johnson— Paul Jones- 
Frank McOormick— Sylvester Puflfer— Charles Puflfer— Gerrio Biggs— Jack 
Shepardr-John Van Valkenburgh. 

Indian I^akey Hamilton Co.— For this and many other favors we beg to 
thank John McGinn : John Ballantine— Elijah Camp— Dyer Daniels— Wil- 
lard Locke— Michael McGuire— James McCormack— Joseph Mitchell— Levi 
Osgood— Eugene Osgood— Alvin Parker— Nathaniel Ray— Philander Shaw 
—Fred. Whitcomb. 

Keeno Valley, Essex Co.— O. S. Phelps, the veteran guide of Eeene Val- 
ley, sends the following libt : George F. Beede— Robert L. Blinn— Aiken 

B. Blinn— Hiram Holt— Monroe Holt— Le Grand Heald— Henry Heald— 
Melvin Hathaway— Levi S. Lamb— Peter W. McRea^-Frank C. Parker— 
Edmond F. Phelps— Max Tredo— Charles Trumbull— Arthur Trumbull— 
Melvin J. Trumbull— Roderick L. Mackenzie— Thomas Parker (the last two, 
address at Kecne). 

Meacham Lake Guides (P. O. Duane, Franklin Co.).— A. B. Fuller gives 
this list of names : l^^red. Barnes— A. G. Burr— James Bean— 0. C. Crandall 
— Lvman De Bar— William Danforth— Elbridge Hyde— Matthew Johnson- 
Richard Sprague— Richard Woodruff— Andrew Kodgers (P. O. Malone)* 
George Mussen (P. O. Saranac Lake). 

Newcomb, Essex Co.— Washington Chase fUmishes the following list : 
Wm. M. Alden— Abner Belden—Ozias Bissell— Cheney J. Braley— Franklin 
Cnase— Jefferson Chase— Caleb J. Chase— Willis H. Chase— Edmund J. 
Chase— Floromond C. Chase— Judson Chase— Charles E. Farr— Harrison E. 
Hall— Valorous Hall— John E. Hall— Samuel Parker— Elbert Parker— Alonzo 
Wetherbee— Harrison H. Williams. 

Tahawus. Essex Co.— Myron Buttles— Henry Bennett— Alexander Hun- 
ter—David C. Hunter. 

North Elba, Essex Co«— Wm. B. Nye fbmishes the following list of 
guides (his own service as such is now limited to select parties and occa- 
sions) : George Billings— Albert Billings— Myron Brewster— Charles Carl- 
ton— John Frazier—E. Hayes— Ed. Kennedy— Tom Peacock. 

North River, Warren Co.— Thanks are due the proprietor of the North 
River Hotel for the following list . Henry Alders— Richard Birch— Silas 
Bennett— Nate Bennett— N. M. Davis— Erastus Farrington— Duane Fuller- 
Calvin Laprarie— Joseph Laprarie— Will Laprarie— Dock Laprarie— Dolph 
Shields. 

Lake Pleasant Guides (P. O. Sagevllle, Hamilton Co.).— S. D. Andrews 
sen4s the following: Henry Burton— George Burton— Edwin Courtney- 
Warren Gourtney--John Peltier. 

Lop9 Lake, Hamilton Co.— Henry Kellogg furnishes the following 
list : Farrand Austin— Orello Boyden— Warren Cole— Reuben Carey— Nel- 
son Carey— Alba Cole— Simeon Cole— Wm. Cull ins— Franklin Emerson— 

C. B. Hamner— Charles Hamner, Jr.- Walter Hamner— Rob. Hartson— 
Rowland Hall— Lysander Hall— Herbert Hall— John Helms— Wm Helm*— 
C. I). Hough— W. D. Jennings— David Keller— C. R. Keller— Justin Laymas 
— Orin Lapell— Chas. Lapell— Alonzo Mix— David Mix— Cyrus Palmer— 
.fniin T^ Pinmlf^Y -— T**^*^"^^*^^ Plum ley— Wallace Plumley— F. Plumley— BoXi 
d^n UobinRon — Amoa Robinson— John Robinson— William Robinson— John 
Rice— Mitchel Sabatti a— Chaa. Sabattis— Isaac ■ Sft ba ttis— Ed. Stanton— Geo. 
B. iStanMfl—Ui Inert Stanton— Rcri TbwnsP-Rob. Tm6mton— Jerome Wood. 

-f^oott Lnke Ouiaen (P, O. Merrillsville, Franklin Co.) —Fred. W. Chase 
eonil." tho foUowiufr }ist: Geo. H. Blnnchard— Marcello Blanchard— Fre- 
Diotit Smith—Cyrua St/ok ocy— Simeon Waahbum— Amaas^'Waatvbnm. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Routes to Gateways. 

NEW TORE to Lake George.— By niglit boats on Hndfion 
River to Albany or Troy, $1.50 ; Rensselaer and Saratoga railroad 
to Glens Falls, $1.95 ; stage to Lake George, $1.25. total to Lake 
George, $4.70 By Hud^n River day boats 50 cts. additional; 
Hudson River railroad, $1.45 additional. 

To the Adirondacks. — See Rensselaer and Saratoga and New 
York and Canada railroad connections on next page. The Hudson 
River railroad, -with its splendid appointments and perfect running 
time, is preferable for business men and connections, where time is 
of great value; but for pleasure travel the river steamers are 
naturally the most popular, because so much more comfortable and- 
agreeable during warm and dusty weather. 

TOie People's Line steamers "Drew" and "St. John" are the 
largest and the most magnificent river steamboats in the world. 
They were built expressly for this route, and have few, if any, 
equals in siz^, equi^jment or accommodations, combining all the 
conveniences of a first-class hotel with a princely elegance and 
completeness of appointments well deserving the name, so often 
bestowed, of floating palaces. State rooms are heated by steam in 
cool weather. Meals, comprising the best the New York market 
affords, are served on the ]^nropean plan. One of the boats of this 
line leaves Albany every week-day at 8 p. m., or on amval of 
Delaware and Hudson cars from the North and West, which land 
passengers and baggage at the dock. Going north, leave New 
York from pier 41, North River (foot of Canal street, near Jersey 
City ferry, Desbrosses street), at 6 p. m. every day, Sundays 
excepted. Passengers can take elevated railroad to or from Canal 
street station ; the Belt Line or Houston Street Line of street cars, 
which pass the steamers* dock ; or the Grand Street Line (Cross- 
town), one block south of People's Line pier, connecting at South 
Fifth avenue with Metropolitan elevated railroad up and down 
town, and Broadway stages. Regular fare, $1.50; excursion 
tickets, Albany or New York and return, good 30 days, $2.50; 
state rooms, $1 and $2. It is advisable to secure the latter in 
advance, which may be done at Lake Gteorge or Saratoga, or by 
telegfraphing to S. Many, agent at Albany, or M. B. Waters, gen- 
eral passenger agent, pier 41, North River, New York. Parties 
arriving early can at once go on board, saving hotel expenses and 
— rather important, teo, of a hot afternoon — getting the fuU 
benefit of whatever air may be stirring over the surface of the 
water, and of witnessing the ever-changing and interesting forms 
.of aquatic life, which, as the sun descends, here blossoms into 
being, ranging all the way from the coal-heaver, in his tar- 
besmeared tub, to the splendid six-oared shell. The change wiU 
be found a great relief from the dust and heat incident to railroad 
&nvei and bears with it the assurance of a good night's rest. 
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The day boats "Albany" and "Vibbard" are said to-be the 
fastest steamers in the world. They alternately leave New York 
and Albany at 8.30 A. m., touching at the principal landings on 
their way, arriving at their destination at about 6 p. m. The 
"Albany," just built, is the first iron boat placed on the river, and 
is all that experience and money could make her. The ** Vibbard " 
has been thoroughly remodeled, so as to make the two, sister boats. 
They are the first steamers having three smokestacks abreast, 
which is a novelty in the 8tereotyi>ed form of river steamers. The 
dining-rooms are on the main deck, so that the traveler can enjoy 
an excellent dinner and lose nothing of the view of this most charm- 
ing of American rivera. Dinner on the European plan. Fare, $2. 
X Tickets or coupons good on Hudson River railroad received for 
passage. 

Excursionists should pTovide themselves with *' The Hudson by 
Daylight," written by one not unknown to fame, who hides his 
identity under the worn de plume of Thursty McQuill. It is the 
best of its kind. 

The Rensselaer and Saratoga and the New York and Canada 
railroad form an important section of the main artery of travtjl 
between New York and Montreal, and with the Albany and Sus- 
quehanna and their various connections, form an uninterrupted 
line fi'om Binghamton and the coal fields of the South-west to the 
watera of the St. Lawrence. They are controlled by the Delaware 
and Hudson Oanal Company, the oldest and one of the wealthiest 
railroad and mining coi*porations in the country, and are thorough 
and complete in aU. their appointments. During the season of 
pleasui'e travel extra fast trains are run from Albany and Troy to 
Saratoga, Glens Falls, Ticonderoga, Plattsburgh and Montreal, 
Passenger ti'ains are fitted with the improved Westinghouse aii^ 
brake, worked by the engineer, or applied on each car independent ' 
of the others, Wagner's drawing-room and sleeping cars run on 
all the principal trains, going through from Montreal to New York 
without change. 

Southern connections are made at Troy with Hudson River 
railroad and boats for New York, and with the Troy and Boston 
road for the East ; at Albany with day and night boats for New 
York ; with Albany and Susquehanna railroad for Howe's Cave 
^39 miles), Sharon Springs (68 miles), Cooperstown, on the beauti- 
nil Otsego Lake (91 miles), and to Binghamton (142 miles), and 
with New York Central railroad for points west. 

Northern connections (with fare from Albany). — At Mechanics- 

ville (60 cts.) with Hoosac Tunnel route for Boston; at Saratoga 

(J^1.20) with Adirondack raih'oad for Luzerne, Schroon Lake and 

Blue Mountain Lake (see Gateway No. 7) ; at Glens Falls ($1.95) 

with stages for Lake George (Gateway No. 6) ; at Whitehall ($2.50) 

with trains from Rutland and the East; at Ticonderoga ($3.40) 

with branch road to foot of Lake George, and with Lake Champlain 

steamera for ports north ; at Crown Point ($3.75) with C. P. I. 

Co.'s railway (see Gateway No. 4) ; at Westpc^ ($4.55) with stages 

for BIfzahethtown, Keene Valley and Lake Placid (Gateway No. 3) ; 

At J'ort Sent ($5,55) with stages for Ausable Chasm and Keese- 

ville; at FJattaburgh ($&.10) with Ausable Braxic^iaadChateaugay 
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.1 Burlington aiid Iiunoilla railroade for Bouthr.Tii oni] 

npflinln, and fcir the nH>iiiiliiliin of Vennont and Ni'w iliinii>- 
«n<l ftt PUttaburgh with tijiins for Montreal and th^ 'Wrst. 
^Williams," C'n,|jI., H. ^tn.yl:>,]ru<,v^a Burlington In tlii- iniini- 
tiiiiuhiti^ ut Port Sent unil Plattsbnigh, arrivi-snlMa- 
loiit noun ; ifiiniiint; iWim IHaquam, touches al imiiita 
mid nmms nt Burlingliiii at about 5.15 r. m. 
w OeoTge Bt«aniers the " Horioon," Capl. C. P. Rtis- 
f inafcit)(- nafiilar ti-lpH >o connect with the " Vermont," anil Ihd 
H. MiinvillH diijiug the aenaooof jilejisiipe 
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To the Adlrondaoka {1} by i<ither of the above to 

rug tlieni'ii by Adir'omlack I'tLilrond, (2) via Cheshire ntad to 
' Jill Whili^hullj thL'iiL'e uoilii ovur Mew York iin(lCanad% 
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From Plattsburgh via Ausable R. R., mom., to Ausable Station, 

20 miles, $1 ; spe. to Wilmington, 33 : sta. Thurs. to Loon L., 48, 
$2 ; sta. to Fi'ench's, 38 (din. 75 cts.) ; Bloomingdale, 48 ; Rainbow 
House, 56, $4.50; Martin's, 67, $4.50; ste., morn., to Bartlctfs, 
69, $5.50; Paul Smith's, 58, $4.50; Prospect Efouse, 61, $5.50; 
ste., morn., to Sweeney Carry, 68, $6.25; Portage to Raquette R., 
71, $<3.75 ; ste. to Tupper Lake (Moody's), 81, $8.25 ; McClure's, 
88, $8.25. See pp. 62 to 107. 

NO. 2, PORT KENT, sta. (connecting with all trains and boat) 
to Ausable Chasm, 3, 50 cts. ; Keeseville, 5, 50 cts. ; sta., morn., 
from Ausable Chasm or Keeseville to Ausable Station, 14, $1.(X) ; 
thence to the interior, identical with No. 1. Pages 29 to 49. 

NO. 3, WBSTPORT, sta. (connecting with all trains and boat) 
to Elizabethtown, 8, $1; sta., mom., to Keene Valley (Estes', 
Crawford's, Dibble's. "Washbond's, Hull's, Stetson's and Beede's), 

21 to 25, $2.50; Edmonds Ponds, 26, $2.50 (din. 75 cts.); Ames*, 
30, $3; Lake Placid (Allen Grand View, Stevens and Lake 
Placid Houses), 35 to 36, $3.50; Ray Brook House, 40; Saranac 
Lake (Martin's), 43, $4. Pages 83 to 91, and 150 to 165. 

NO. 4, PORT HENRY, sta. (Taes.» Thnrs. and Sat. mom.), to 
Rcx>ts, 17, $1.50 ; sta. (Tues. ana Sat. mom.), to Boreas River, 30; 
Tahawus, 36 (Adirondack, spe., 10 m. north of Tahawus) ; New- 
comb, 43i $3.00 ; sta. (Wed. mom.) to Long Lake, 67^, $4.50. 

NO. 5, GROWN POINT, C. P. I. R. R. to Hammondville, 13, 
60 cts. ; sta. (Mon., Wed. and Fn.) to head Paradox Lake, 17, 
$1.35 ; Schroon Lake, 26, $2.10. (At Addison Junction stages may 
be taken for Ticonderoga, 2, 25 cts., and bv spe., 13, to head Pai*- 
adox Lake. At Fort Ticonderoga, branch R. R. to foot Lake 
Qeorge, 6, 75 cts.). 

NO, 6, QLISNS FALLS, summer sta. to Lake Oeorge, 9, $1 25 ; 
mail sta., 50 cts. ; to Warrensburgh, 16, 75 cts. ; Chestertown, 27, 
$1.50 ; Riverside, 33, $2.25 (see next Gateway). 

NO. 7, SARATOGA, Adirondack R. R. to Luzerne, 22, $1; 
Rivei-side, 50, $2 ; sta. to Chestertown, 66, $2.75 ; to Pottersville, 
66, $3 ; to head of Schroon Lake via ste., 65, $3.75 ; moi*n. sta. to 
Root's (Tues., Thurs. and Sat.), 74, $4.50; North Creek (terminus 
of R. R.), 67, $2.25; sta. to Minerva, 65^, $3.25; sta. (Wed. mom.) 
to Aiden Lair, 734, $4 ; Newcoinb, 87, $4.75 ; Long Lake, 101, 
$6.25. Sta. is taken at North Creek for North River, 62, $2.75 
(din. 75 cts.); Indian River Hotel, 73, $3.50; Indian Lake P. 0., 
74 (spe. from this point to Indian, Lewey and Seven Chain Lakes) ; 
Cedar River (Jackson's), 77, $3.75 ; Blue Mountain Lake, 87, $4.75 
(morn. stea. to all points on Raquette Lake) ; Forked Lake Carry, 
$6. Pages 121 to 129, and 197 to 200. 

NO. 8, FONDA, R. R. to Northville, 26, $1.15 ; sta. (mon., 
Wed and Sat.) to Sageville, 544, $3.65. Sageville, the county seat 
of Hamilton, is a scattered village of 30 to 40 families, centered at 
the westem extremity of Lake Pleasant, and between it and Round 
Lake at the north-west. The Lake Pleasant House commands a 
view of both lakes. Accommodations are furnished 30 to 40 gnests 
$7 to 10 week ; $1.50 per day ; 50 cents per meal. S. D Andrews, 
propneior, Piseco, on Piseco Lake, is about 6i miles south-west. 
tra&o JPJeaaant is four miles long. At its north end is the Stnrges 
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The road cannot be called firat-class to this point, and it is barely 
possible to get a wagon 10^ miles deeper, beyond which it is but a 
trail through the woods, leading by Brandreth La^e to the outlet 
of Raquette Lake, whei-^ it once moi*e becomes passable out to 
liOng Lake. It is known throughout as the old " Carthage Road." 
The Fenton House will provide for 70 guests at $7 to $10. 50 
week; {p2 per day; 50 cents per meal. Open the year round. 
Chai'les Fenton, proprietor, P. 0. "Watson, Lewis Co. 

Beaver Ijake is but little over a mile in length. A smaller body 
of water, closely connected on the south, is called Beaver Pond. 
Crooked Lake may be reached by boat, 1^ miles, and carry to the 
north 1| miles. Francis Lake is about one mile south, and is 
something over one mile in length. Beaver River is quite rough 
above Fenton's for 9 miles, above which is found good boating ror 
twenty-five miles ; then alternate boating and carries for six miles 
brings us to Albany Lake. From Fenton's to Wardwell's 9 
miles. The Red Horse Chain opens up a rather difficult route into 
the Cranberry Lake region, from a point on the road, a little 
way east of Wardweirs, or by river, through Burnt, Trout, Salmon, 
Witchhopple and Clear Lakes, with their intervening carries, into 
Crooked Lake, head of the Oswegatchie River. About 3-§ miles 
east of Wardweirs a trail leads south, past Wood and Twitchel 
Lakes, to Big Moose Lake, about eight miles distant. At Soutii 
Branch, 7 miles from Wardwell's, is Chauncey Smith's camp. 
From South Branch to Brandreth Lake it is nine miles, to Raquette 
Lake 15. Albany Lake is about foiu* miles in length. It^ main 
inlet, entering from the north, is two miles long, navigable most of 
the way, and brings the water of Smith's Lake. The latter is a 
very pretty sheet, nearly three miles in its longest diameter, and 
contains a number of nice, clean islands, forming excellent camping 
places. The Edwards camp furnishes accommodations to a limited 
number. Terms unknown. Fi*om Smith's Lake a route extends 
norih through Harrington and Clear Ponds to Bog Lake ; thence 
by three-mile trail to Mud Lake (see page 103); by carry two 
miles east from Smith's Lake into Chai*ley Pond ; thence by one-half- 
mile carry from pond into outlet, and by boat three miles. Little 
Tupper is reached. Little Tupper Lake is about six miles long 
' and two broad. It contains a number of picturesque islands. Its 
shores are generally bold and rocky. It is the center of quite an 
extensive basin, gathering the waters of a large number of ponds, 
to discharge them finally through Round Pond into Big Tupper 
Lake. It is best reached by following up its outlet from Big 
Tupper Lake, encountering two or three short carries, and one 
two miles in length ; then by boat through Round Pond, and by 
another carry of one mile to Robbins' little hotel, near the outlet. 
The house will provide for 15 or 20 guests. Trails lead from Little 
Tupper to Clear Pond and Hitchin's Ponds at the norih-west ; to 
SpeiTy, Mohegan and Handsome Ponds at the north-east ; east to 
Long Lake, via Stony and Slim Ponds, and south through Rock, 
Bottle, Sutton and Carry Ponds into Little Forked Lake, for all of 
which see map. 

NO. 11, GOUVERNEUR, spe. to Fine, 25 miles ; by boat up 
the Osweg-atchie River to dam at outlet of Cranberry Lake, 11 
miles; total, 36. 
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The Forest House, Stark's Falls, at the foot of the " Bo^," eight 
miles from South Colton, is kept by Jack Baldwin. TMs house 
was enlarged and refitted last year. It is well kept, and afifords a 
fine opportunity for boating on the river. The price of board here 
is $6 to $8 per week ; $1 to ^1.50 per day. The proprietor con- 
structed a tramway for transporting boats over Bog" Mountain 
Carry, and will take passengers and their baggage to the Jordan 
House and to foot of Moosehead Stillwater at from $4 to $5, and to 
Jordan Lake for $5 or $6. The Jordan House is pleasantly situ- 
ated on the west shore of the Raquette, opposite to the mouth of 
the Jordan River, and kept by McCuen Bros. There are some 
g-ood trout streams within easy distance. The road from here to 
Johnson SeveVs is through a district d;esolated by forest fires and 
high winds. The roaring of Moody's Falls can be heard from the 
road. At John Ferry's little house board may be had at §1 p^^r 
day, or $4 per week. The Windfall House, located on the edge cf 
the great windfall of 1845, affords comfortable accommodations fc»r 
15 at $5.50 per week or $1 per day. Address J. J. Sevey, South 
Colton. It has an excellent landlady in Mrs. Sevey. Jamestown 
Falls (25 feet) can be visited from here, aiid those who wish it, can 
be taken over a rough road to the Sportsman's Retreat (1^ miles) 
at the foot of Mooshe^id Stillwater, and then take a boat up the 
Raquette, with a fair chance of killing a deer, and possibly catch- 
ing a large trout at the mouth of Ellis or Lilypad Brooks. At 
Ohildwold a belt of fine agricultural land is struck, where the pro- 
prietor of the western half of Piercefield, Mr. Addison Child, of Bofii- 
ton, has recently started a farming settlement, and where a num- 
ber of families are already established, while a circular saw-mill 
and public school are indications of progress. There is no 
hotel here, but sportsmen and others wUl find quarters at the farm" 
house of Milo H. Ober, on the border of Jock Pond. Mr. Ober is 
well known to the public as a landlord and guide. Herbut B. Mar- 
den, E. P. Gale, and Alvin Gale are all experienced gnides of this 
region. Here the road joins one leading to McClure*s, at the head 
of Tupper's Lake, 15 miles distant, which is passable to wagons. 
A new road has been made from here to the Pond View House, 
on the shore of Catamount Pond. This house affords accommoda- 
tions to a dozen gfuests. Board, $1 per day, or $7 per week. E. P. 
Gale, the proprietor, is prepared to carry parties to Potsdam, or to 
and from Gale's Landing, on the Raquette. Lake Massawepie, a 
beautiful sheet of water, encircled by a silvery chain of land-locked 
ponds, is within a half mile of this house. Mr. Child has taken 
legal steps to preserve the game and fish of these waters ag-ainst 
indiscriminate slaughter for the market, but those who will not abuse- 
the privilege granted ai'e welcome to the sport. Blue Mountain, 
the Matumbla of the Indians, and the legendary Indian burying" 
ground on the banks of the river, can be visited from hei^e, also the 
eastern foi'k of Grass River, still a famous trout stream. From 
Downey's Iianding a forest road leads to Reservoir Dam, eight 
miles distant. Parties usually prefer the river route, which neces- 
sJtates a carry around Sol's Island Falls, another at Piercefield Falls, 
And ag-aJn around Reservoir Dam into still water above, from which 
point it ia smooth water into Raquette Pond, two miles, and through 
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thelesa. aumcient voiietv to aSoi'd seasoning' zest necesBaiy for the 
Mijoyment of woods aua wat«i-a. Tha following m condnnsed from 
the pnhliahett account by Dr. G. P. Biiiby, of the PUttebuiyh 
Sepablicaii, who in 1869, m company with two or Ihreo othei'a lute 
ventursome, followed the stream from source to its coiifliience with 
tbfi Raquctlc, making' drawings and neccKsary notes tor a vety 
complete sportsman map, which waa aftiu'wai'da di'awii under hia 
direction. 

A good road leads from Potsdam to Pnrishville, nine miles, and 
one not eo good to the wiw-mill, Raven milea ftirlbor, where boating 
properly begins. In making the entire li'ip, the following fejitiires 
Wiifbeencounlereii! Five miles of navigable water frum the mill 
Already mentioned, carry SIteen rods ; about a nule or moi-e of 
bUH water, carry twenty i-ode ; one mile navigable i-apida, ^arry 
forty rods ; still water half a mile, can'y a mile and a half, leading 
to till' I'm)) t>f the Five Mile level; now it ie plain sjUling; a mile or 
Usu ;l1i a.' comes in a large branch at the left, which heaxls near 

lljii.' M l;i.in, on the Middle St. Regis (which must in no case l« 

v<iiiIljij]iiI<'<1 with the Blue Monntain of Hamilton county, away to 
Ihd miulliwai'd); then foilowa three milea of rapids — navigable 
willi contiideralde diibculty ; above which comes the Eight Mile 
lieveli aahoi-t dislani'e above the foot of which is a three-mile cany 
to the Raquette watoi-H ; at tlie head of the Eight Mile Level is a 
diort cany around Little Falls ; 'Windfall Pond outlet conica in 
above from the right ; beyond, a bi-ook comes in at the left, and 
Btill Air1>ii-r Bay Pond ontli4, a fine large stream, at the left. A 
Bhort distance above this outlei, is the famous clnater of beaver 
dame, eevon in number— one of the Inst beavei' colonies of any size 
in tlie State — -and herenln'iit may nsunlly be found abundance of 
tFDutj then folWa a Ri;i'ii'."i<.ii ^if i-^qiiil^ and levels far eeveral 
miiea, with too little w.'iti'i- ("i- iiitr.;i-.ili: i- .'onifortable navigation, 
'above which Ti-uut Piiini i~ vi-^iiinil, nnil Fish Pond a few rods 
Blmve; then, with large i^licli-bi's i.t ii;iii-tiw, crooked still water 
' intoi'vening, comes iirat. Ochre Pond, and afterwards Bt, Regis 
. Pond, the headwatei-s of the stMUun — a fine large body of water 
-'Vntll two or three islands. Five small ponds follow, with remarkable 
' pnre ■water, and no visible inlota or outlets, and separated by 
oarriea varying from five to fifty rods in length ; this brings ua to 
Uppei' Bt. Regis Lake, and about three miles of rowing, more oi" 
JesB, innila ua at Paul Smith's. This i-onte passes neai-ly all the 
■way thmugb a dense primeval pine ivilitei'nesa, many miles from 
^BH«ettlBments. Plenty of time and a good aUjck. at ^■ti^>i<«M 
^HBfijtote the trip if taken euUce,'tiu\ "Cn^ «iuiaEx^tegH|dBH 
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romantic and the fishing and hunting good, and there is a charm 
about these sylvan waters and dark pine shades — enhanced, per- 
haps» by interposing barriers — which will be missed along the 
more frequented Adi rondack routes. 

NO. 14^ BRUBBTON, spe. to St Regis Falls, 12 1 to Blue Moud- 
tain House, 22 ; to Forest Home, 23 ; thence u^ St. Regis River to 
Paul Smith's. Blue Mountain House will provide for 25, at $1.25 
per day. H. Phelps, proprietor. The Forest Home will take care 
of 15, at $1 per day. C. A. Merrill, proprietor. This is in an 
excellent hunting and fishing region, and much favored among deer 
hunters. Merrilrs is the last house in this direction, until Paul Smith's 
is reached. P. O. St. Regis Falls. See p. 240. Competent guides 
will be secured for parties, if word be sent in advance. Apply at 
Giles* Hotel for conveyance from Brushton. To Dr. Bixby — ^the 
Stanley of the Adirondacks — is due credit for a plan of this, as well 
as the other branch, which is very valuable in correcting many 
errors in previously existing maps of this region. From notes 
made in 1879, we condense the following : 

I* In making the trip up the Middle Branch, the usual starting 
point is Mennirs Lodge, at the foot of Blue Mountain. A walk of 
three miles over a very good road, through a hard wood forest, 
brings us to the foot of the Sixteen-mile Level — a point which may 
be considered as marking the outer edge of the Adirondack plateau — 
beyond which the stream is varied with a succession of rapids 
which make navigation difiicult. Here, at the foot of the level, is 
a circular plot of green turf, flanked by the high, curving bank of 
the river ; an excellent spot for a sporting house, located as it is in 
the midst of good deer hunting, and trout fishing grounds. Soon 
we are embarked in one of the light boats, of wluch a number are 
kept here, with Chai*ley Meriill as oarsman, and are on our way 
up stream. The current is sluggish, and passes between low 
banks, lightly wooded ; the stream varies from fifteen to fifty feet 
in width ; presently the valley widens, and an immense meadow 
opens on either hand. Hundreds of acres, level as a prairie, and 
covered with coai'se wild grass, which, when cured, as a small 
portion of it usually is each season by inhabitants below, affords 
tolerably good fodder. The sti*eam grows more and more crooked 
as we go on, winding back and forth upon itself in short curves ; 
three miles up, the two mouths of Quebec Brook are passed at the 
left — a stream noted for trout. The grass-plain widens ; the scene 
suggesting "still watera" and "green pastures." The water is 
clear, and runs over a sandy bottom ; alders fringe the rockless 
shores. 5 miles up, the outlet of Twins or Rock Shanty Ponds 
comes in on the right ; the ponds themselves are only a few rods 
away. Rice Mountain looms up 3 miles to the left ; 8 miles brings 
us to Indian Rock, on the left, a favorite camping spot, marked by 
a green ledge, and Indian mounds, it is said. The forest closes in 
on either side, and shortly the stream runs along the base of Burnt 
Mountain at the right, mmous for deer. Here we pass through 
River Pond, 12 miles up ; a mile farther on is a 2| mile carry to 




KFond, at the nght, imd soon the head of the 8isteen-mi1e Level 
«hed. K(iwcomeH»«iLrryof J thaoFft mile, followed by 2 miles 
11 water, s, 20 i-od carry, 2 miles more of navigable water, an 
80 rod caiiy, and. we ai'e at Keese'a Mill, at the foot of 8t. Kegia 
Lake, and about 3 miles of rowing brings ub to Pan] Smith's hoa- 
pitable door. Good camping: phices abound throughout the route, 
vhich pOBSee near no human habitation below Keese'a Mill ; and a 
weeli or two can be spent pleasantly along these quiet walers." 

NO. IS, UAIX3NI], the county seat of Franklin, is on the Og- 
deaeburgfl and Lake Champliiin Knilroad, 57 miles from Ronse'a 
Point and 61 finm Ogdenabur^h. It is a flourishinK villae^e, and 
one of the important towns of the State, wielding considerabfe influ- 
ence in all public nattei-a. The tenrist and spoi'lsman can hero 
fill all ordiuai-yreiiuiremeiita for field oi- forest at its well appointed 
storeB and manu&ctoi'ies. The Fergnaon Houbs la the leading 
hotel. It Btanda close by the deiwt, and affords supeiior accom- 
modfttlona, with one of the very best of tables; capucity 200; terms 
tai)erduy; A. R. Flannigan, pi-cprietor. Branch Pond, 8 miles 
south, may be reached by special conveyance. This pretty sheet 
is about 2 miles long, and a quarter that in width. Limited accom- 
modations may be found with A. Rogers at the outlet. At the head 
of the pond is a picturesque gorge ; toward the south and east a. 
low range of mounliiiiis. The Branch Pond tract is of considerable 
loeal note, and vinlled largely by the sporting fraternity of Malone, 
where ita owupih, Messrs. A. B. Parmelee & Son, reside. ZiOng 
Fond JB reacheil by a trjul leading '6i milea in a aouthweBterly 
dii-ection fi-om the head of Bi-aneh Pond, or by Ladd's road (trail), 
from ita head to Long Pond outlet, about two miles diKtant. Twin 
Foudi — head of the Little Salmon Biver — is a short distance north- 
west of Long Pond, and reached by boat through Gourd and Mud 
Ponds, with a short carry intervening. Tltusville is on the Salmon 
lUver, 3} miles east of Branch Pond and 8 miles south of Malone, on 
tha road leading to Auaable Forks via Dnane and Loon Lake, and 
owes He continued existence te the sawmills of Parmelee & Son locat- 
ed here. The State Dam Bouse on the Salmon River, 13 miles 
Atun Malone, is, as its namebnpUes, located at the dam built at the 
pond, and forming one of the many Ailirondaok reservoira. The 
house affords accommodationR for 12 to IB visitojfl, at $7 per week, 
$1.50 per day or 50 cents per meal, according to circumstances. 
Leslie Low, proprietor. P.O. Malone. RonodPondiaJ mile north, 
and outlets Into the river above the State Dam. It is about 1 mile 
in diameter. From it a trail leails north g mile to theroed running 
east to Bagged I<aba House, situated near the south end of Ragged 
Lake. Aci^ommodations ai* here found for 18 to 20 guests. Terms 
$7 per week, ^.50 per day, 50 cents per meal. P. W. Pond, pro- 
prietor. Livery from Malone IgS.BO to .$5 for 1 to 4 ^raons. Ms- 
tance 16 miles. Ragged Ijake is M miles long, mcluding the 
Ptgnre Eight at the north j the two are connected by a short 
stream, and J mile carry. The name of each is descriptive enough. 
Eograham Fond is about Ij miles west of the head of Ragged Lake. 
Across from the shore opposit« the Ragged take House a trail 
east 1 mile to Mountain Fondj thence nortbeast 4 miles to 
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the outlet of Chauteaugay Lake. The Bend House, E. Ellis, pro- 
prietor, is H miles south of Titusville, 9^ from Malone, The Duane 
House is 16 miles from Malone, stage each way, oh Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Fare $1. It is near good hunting and fishing ground, 
and affords accommodations for parties en route for the deeper 
wilderness resorts, to which conveyance will be furnished when 
required. It is claimed that its altitude — something over 1,600 
feet above the sea — together with the nature of the soil and of the 
suiTounding forests, gives it an atmosphere remarkably pure, in- 
vigorating and healing to weak or diseased lungs. The house has 
capacity for 40 guests. Board $7 to $10 per week, $1 to |2 per 
day, 50 to 75 cents per meal. W. J. Ayers, proprietor. P. O. 
Duane, Franklin county. Woodford's, 3 miles further, on the road 
to Meacham Lake, affords acconmiodation for 8 or 10 boarders, at 
$1 per day, 30 cents per meal. Addi'ess Henry Woodford, Duane. 
Meacham Iiake House 26, miles from Malone, is reached by 
stage to Duane House as above, where conveyance may be had, or 
by si)ecial rig from Malone. This place affords accommodations 
for 25 or 30 guests, has a very favorable reputation, and is in the 
best of a good hunting and fishmg countiy. Price of board ip8 to $1 
per week, $2 per day, 50 to 75 cents per meal. A. R. Fuller, pi»o- 
prietor. P. O. Duane. Meacham Lake is about 2i miles long. 
Its main inlet is Osgood River, which enters at the south, and its 
outlet leaves the lake near the same point, forming the east branch 
of the St. Regis River. McCollum's is 6 miles from Fuller's, and 
may be reached by road, or thi*ough the lake and up Osgood River 
by boat 3i miles. From this point a route leads through Chain 
and FoUensby Jr., Ponds, and middle branch of St. Regis River, with 
intermediate carries to Paul Smith's. By road it is 6 miles. Total 
from Malone to Paul Smith's 37 miles. Loon Lake House is 29 
miles from Malone, the way identical with the one last followed as 
far as Duane, where it branches toward the southeast; passing 
Duck, Grass and Chub Ponds, and along the north and east side 
of Loon Lake by the way. This place has cai)acitv for 125 guests ; 
open all the year. Board $10.50 to $14 per week, $2.50 per day, 
75 cents per meal. Fei^. W. Cbase» pi-oprietor. P. O. Merrils- 
ville, Frankhn county. Telegraph in house. Stage from Malone, 
29 m., on Tues., Thui-s. and Sat., retuniing on intervening days. 
Fare $3. Stage from Ausable Forks, 24 miles, Tues., Thurs. and 
Sat., returning following days. Fare $3. See p. 98. 

NO. 16, CHATEAUGAY to Chateaugay Lake House 8 (spe. 
conveyance for one person $2, and $1 for each additional person). 
This hotel is situated near the outlet of the Lower Chauteaugay, 
and affords room for 50 guests. Terms $10 per w., $1.50 per d., 
50 cents per m. Lewis Bellows, pix)i")rietor. Address Chateaugay 
Lake, Franklin county. Lower Chateaugay Lake is about 3 miles 
in length, and connected with the Upper Lake by a broad, navi- 
gable stream nearly as long. During the season a steamer will 
mn daily, making the excursion of the two lakes, bringing passen- 
gers from morning train on Chateaugay Railroad from Plattsburgh, 
Seepage Ql, and Gateway No. 1. 
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3S DIFFERENT VIEWS 

•at Beautiful and Interesting portion of the Ni 
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Reproduced by the celebrated Louis Glaser of Leipzig, from 
original photographsby the publisher, and combining the deli- 
cacy of t!ie sun picture, with the brilliancy of effect for which 
this process is noted. The Views are card and half card size, 
mounted in panoramic form, bound in embossed board covers 
with gilt title, and accompanied with letter press description 
of the various scenes, and of 6EHERAL IRFORMATIOH to thjj 
tourist, forming altogether a most attractive souvenir of 
great wilderness region of northern New York, 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Tkt AdiroHdacksJrBm near B-urlmgton; Psrt Henry and the Sums 
af Crmiin Paint; Tieomteroga; South from tke Rnins of Tiamdenm; 
Pi>uqucl House, PlattsburgH; Lake Vievi ffoute; Ausablt Chasm; The 
Grand Flume; Up the River from TabU Rock; Elitabethlmen; Man- 
sian House; West flwa Mansion House; Cobble Hill; Hurricane Peak; 
ICeem Valley; Tahawus House; Beede House; Giant of Ike Vallty; 
Indian Pass; Lamer Ausahle Pond; Haystack Mnuntain; Upper A usable 
Pmd: The Great Peaks frsm the South, showinp Sedfield, AUen, Sky- 
light, Marey, Haystack, Basin, Saddle and Gothie Mountains; Mount 
Seward, Long Lake; Mirror Lake; Lake Plaeid, Lake Plaeid House; 
Stevens Hoiae; Paul Smith's SI. Regis Lake House : Martin's Saranae 
Zaie House; Upper Saranae Lake; Prospeet House: Sehroon Lakt 
— ™"'-v)/ Soutk/rom ''—" " - 
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miagt): South from Leland Hbu= 

\ Price 50 Cents, Sent Post Paid, on Receipt of 




Address. H. K. 8TOUDARD, Publisher, 



of Price. ^^| 
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ip&V onx goo CBEsei; the ptModf ue bid j 
C aad a fiae view of the soodici 
» fake ii ob ui a g J tfaercfruai. A broad 
^vSd lo be the finest on tbe continent, 
B leagtfa of the bouse, and tihc interior 
> r^rOcsb of expense. Tbe furniture 
coance$ are of the finest dcscriQ; 
WtiKTy conreiuena: or luxury, which \ 
e of tile tmrist nuy demand, are ll 
The B2mc« uT tbe uwners are £unniar| 
E trmHog public, not only in connection ' 
bbouse, but also of the "DcUvan Houk," Atb 
r 30 year*, am! the "Arlington." at Was 
i/D, C. In the main office of the hot^l b i 
I the only general ticJtet office at Lake Gcor j 
; tickets are sold and baggage checked to all , 
The stage and telegraph offices are also 
I here. The steamboats land at the Foft_ 
n Henry first, and the hotel dock is the hei 
s of all passenger and pleasure, or excurs 
lats on the lake. 

5 season the hotel has been refurnished, f 

i and repainted, and a fast running elevator | 

Tliese fcalures are to be found in no otiifl 

Ccl at Lake George. Board. $15 to$2i per wc< 

a-tao^ j ^ pfti day. 



Lake House, 

I Lake George, Warren Co., NJ 



BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN AND LAKE SCENERr. 





I This favorite hotel, beautifully situated at the hen 
JtE George, surrounded by shade trees, will opt 
ind close in November ; and under its n 
t has attained its old time popularity and excelld 
s at popular prices. Liberal terms can be t 

I PURE MOUNTAIN AIR, COOL NIGHTS, a 
tOSQUITOES make ihe Lake House tlie attr*^ 
iotcl for the summer months. 

Steamers Horicon and Ganouski land at the Lake t 
dock Three daily lines of Stages airive and leave tlie I 

;e, to and from the Delaware and Hudson Railrc 
■ Telegraph, Railroad, Steamboat and News Office i 
^Otel. 

F. G. TUCK 




CROSBYSIDE HOUSE, 
Lake George, N. Y., 
Pis situated on the east shore of the lake, threat J 
fourths of a mile from its head, formerly known a 
^he United States Hotel. During the last year it has beenl 
enlarged and improved, and now has accommodations for 7> 
guests. Four cottages on the grounds belonging to tl 
house; a dock where all Lake George steamers land ; a Be 
of small boats for the accommodation of guests ; hourly fer 
to Caldwell, carrying mails, etc. Situated on a breezy, tre 
covered point, commanding one of the finest and most e 
teoded views on the lake, the very first class of society, a 
table first class in every respect, are among the attractionl 
, ^ Cresbyside. 

o to $25 per week from July i to SepIembefM 
&une and after September io.$ia.50perweek. Addresa 
F, G. CROSHV. 

Lake ficorgf, N. Y. 
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ROGKRS' ROCK HOTElT^^B 
p. 0. Roger's Rock, Essex Co. ^ 

IS new and elegant tirsl-class house is situated at the Bofl 
f Ijdie George, adjacent to the famous Roeers' Rock. 1^9 
d on ft lu«h bluff, witli a Iviy on each side, in the mi<}«a 




^^^HnMt lUppUcs each floor, while hose (q> readi every roont 
^^^^Elinl uio. Bath looms anil dasets on second floor. T<^ 
^^H)flli» In thL- Hotel. 

^^^^HMtI inpply of sa£l and row bnaU. Also, horses and canis 
^^^M hunthift uid fiMne Eround^i of the entire lake are in 4 
^^^R.Mcillitr. Tile uacnnt of Rogers' Rock Mt. is made in « 
^^^■jmlk, to the lummit, from which a view of surpusing sp 
^^^|wwd. BtcomcTs "Ilorican" uid Gonouakie arrive (ram 




^^H^iUljr, nnd from norUi on ariivoJ of trains at that end«E 
^^^Bhc* connect with Ticondcn^ stalloa of ihc Central Venna 
^^^B to Bo»ton, New York, Monfrenl, White and Green Hi 
^^^^C'COnnvct with New York and Canada E. R., for SanM 
^^^^■hjt Mill New York, and at Schencclaily wllh HoosneTbi 
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^^BmUBjg^.^^^aiMf^"-'^ ■ --••-'^ t^x- ^A 



